No.  I 


JANUARY,  1939 


TWOPENCE 


CONTENTS 

* 

Gcorgi  Dimitroff:  United  Front 

Against  Fascism  * « . * * * 2 

Youth  and  Politics 

L Goltan : British  Youth  and  the 

Struggle  Against  Chamberlain  «.*  4 

t\  11*;  Munich  anti  Ourselves  . . 5 

K Pohl ; German  Youlh  and  the  Ami* 
Jewish  Pogroms  ,,  . ■ . 6 

L.  Rivaud:  Young  Spain  Fights  and 
VYorks  p # * * * # »»  7 

J,  < lordon ; The  Chinese  Youth  in 
the  Struggle  against  Japanese 
Invasion  . . * * - . * - S 

C Ross:  Youth  in  the  United  States  10 

International  Solidarity  with  Republican 
Spain 

J.  Hcmmcn:  Young  Internationa! 

Volunteers’  Heroic  Example  11 

D(  Casanova:  Spain  Milk  Day  .*  12 

Students*  Campaign  for  Aid  lo  Re- 
publican Spain  ..  **  *-  13 

In  the  Country  of  Socialism 

The  Young  Builders  of  Socialism  * . 14 

Otto  Mater:  The  Strength  of  the 
Young  Communist  League  of 
the  Soviet  Union 15 


From  the  Two  Hemispheres 

The  WorI4  Youth  Congress  Move- 
ment . * - * * * ■ * 

p.  Bovson:  Second  Anniversary  of 
the  United  Socialist  Youth  of 
Belgium  . * * * * * 

A+  Victor:  Progressive  Tendencies  in 
Students  Cirtlcs 


16 

16 

17 


Fascism  and  Youth 
j,  perri:  Tremor  Under  the  Mass 
Basis  of  Fascism  * * * * - * ^ 

K.  Kncldinger:  Miliiant  Young  Catho- 
lies  in  Austria  . * * * . . 20 


I .earn  and  Comprehend 

J.  Alpari:  An  Introduction  to  the 
Study  of  Marx's  Capital  .. 


Unity  of  Youth  Throughout 

the  World 


By  Raymond  G u y o t 


THE  younger  generation  is  growing  up  in  the  midst  of  world 
conflagration.  Millions  of  young  men  and  women  are  deeply 
troubled  by  the  state  of  the  world,  in  which  they  see  their  highest 
aspirations  trampled  under  foot  and  destroyed  by  the  unleashed  forces 
of  war  and  barbarism.  The  liberty,  welfare  and  independence  of  nations, 
human  brotherhood,  the  most  sublime  aspirations,  all  that  is  finest  in 
mankind,  are  exposed  to  tbe  ravening  attacks  of  fascism  in  its  cruellest 
and  most  bloody  form — Hitlerism. 

Confronted  with  this  appalling  reality,  working-class  youth  is  aware 
of  the  important  position  it  holds,  of  the  great  role  which  it  has  lo  play 
in  the  ranks  of  the  international  working  class  and  the  peoples  of  all 
countries.  In  the  grc..t  struggle  for  the  defence  of  moral,  artistic,  material 
wealth,  accumulated  by  the  nations  in  the  course  of  their  long  history,  the 
duty  of  the  younger  generation  is  to  be  on  the  side  of  those  forces  which 
represent  life  and  a brilliant  future,  against  the  forces  of  social  regression. 


barbarism,  and  death. 

Seeing  the  innumerable  crimes,  the  massacres  of  women  and 
children,  the  wiping  out  of  whole  populations  in  Spain,  China,  Ethiopia. 
Czechoslovakia  and  Austria,  seeing  destruction  stalking  over  the  earth, 
jach  young  worker  has  lo  ask  himself:  “ Who  is  responsible.' 

We  have  only  to  open  our  eyes  to  behold,  in  all  their  horrible  Uari'y . 
[hose  on  whom  the  responsibility  rests.  Only  a person  accessory  to  thar 
banditry  would  deny  that  Hitlerism  is  a world  incendiary,  or  would  assert 
[hat  Hitler  made  a peace  gesture  at  Munich.  Nevertheless  it  is  a fact  that 
such  agents  of  fascism,  humanity’s  enemy,  do  exist,  and  that  they  cany 
Dn  their  activities  within  youth  organisations.  Their  cnm.nal 
activities  prevent  the  youth  from  seeing  clearly  the  enemy  whom  they 
must  combat,  overcome  and  destroy.  They^crcate  confusion  in  explm- 
inc  the  very  feelings  for  peace  and  justice  which  are  typical  of  youth. 
Such  persons  arc  to  be  found  not  only  in  the  entourage  of  Baldur  von 
Schirach,  Hitler’s  flunkey,  but  also  inside  progressive  and  revolutionary 
youth  groups.  These  are  the  Trotskyists,  spies  acting  on  behaU  of 
Hitlerism.  They  carry  on  their  miserable  and  dangerous  wo* 
particularly  in  the  pacifist  and  socialist  youth  organisations.  It  is  un- 
deniable that  this  was  one  of  the  essential  causes  of  the  failure  of  aich 
oreanisations  to  respond  adequately  to  the  September  crisis,  which  struck 
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one  of  the  hardest  blow*  we  hive  known  la  the  cau^e  of  peace 
and  liberty. 

*1  he  duty  of  Young  Communists  is.  to  act  pervevcringly  to 
persuade  the  youth  of  ail  countries,  including  Germany.  Italy 
and  Japan,  that  E tiller  i\  the  enemy  of  humunil)  as  a whole*  the 
incendiary  of  world  war,  the  provocateur  who  dmev  the  younger 
generation  to  iheir  death.  Hitler  s Trotskyist  agents  must  be 
unhesitatingly  denounced,  mercilessly  crushed,  all  the  nioic  firmly 
because  they  go  untier  the  name  of  revolutionaries,  socialists  and 
pacifists. 


Having  clarified  this  question*  youth  raises  a second  : "What 
are  we  to  do  to  overcome  Hiller,  the  war-incendiary?"  The 
youth  ask  ihU  question  all  the  more  sharply  and  insistently  since 
they  see  Hitler  realising  his  bloody  victories  with  lapidity  and  not 
without  case. 


We  must  first  askr  Why  so  easily?  Comrade  DhtiUwy* 
hero  OF  the  Reichstag  Fire  Trial  and  leader  of  the  Communist 
International*  has  explained  the  situation  in  powerful  phrases 
which  ought  to  be  read  and  re-read  and  deeply  meditated  upon: 

"This  has  become  possible  as  a result  of  the  systematic 
retreat  by  the  Governments  of  the  so-called  democratic 
States  before  fascist  aggression." 

And  from  this  state  mem  he  draws  the  conclusion: 

* * * ."Without  muzzling  the  reactionary  imperialist 
cliques  and  the  capitulationists  of  one  s own  country,  it  is 
impossible  to  control  the  unleashed  fascist  brigands,  it  is 
impossible  to  struggle  successfully  for  the  defence  of  liberty 
and  independence  of  the  nations,  for  the  defence  of  world 
peace." 

The  attitude  of  the  reactionary  imperialist  elements  in  Britain 
and  France,  with  their  spokesmen  Chamberlain  and  Daladier,  is 
typical*  We  must  hail  the  enthusiastic  struggle  conducted  by  the 
youth  of  Britain  and  France  at  the  side  of  the  whole  people,  the 
struggle  to  drive  Chamberlain  and  Dated  ter  from  power;  and 
we  must  show  the  vital  position  which  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues  of  ba;h  these  countries  hold  in  the  vanguard  in  this 
magnificent  struggle. 

To  overcome  Hitler,  the  war-monger,  we  have  to  confront, 
in  our  own  country,  the  reactionary  imperialist  cliques  and  the 
capitulationists;  we  have  to  construct  a " peace  ring."  realising 
Comrade  Stalins  words  that  “internationalism  is  the  basic  idea 
in  the  work  of  the  Young  Communist  Leagues." 

It  is  because  the  Young  Communist  International  is 
animated  by  such  a spirit  of  internal ionalism  that  it  and  all  its 
affiliated  bodies  took  part  in  the  Second  World  Youth  Peace 
Congress,  at  Vassar  in  August,  193S., 

The  success  of  this  congress,  in  which  54  countries  were 
represented  by  more  than  500  delegates  coming  from  the  most 
diverse  organisations  —Communists  and  Socialists,  Pacifists  and 
Conservatives*  Liberals  and  Catholics,  Christians  and  Free- 
thinkers—is  an  indication  of  ihc  profound  hatred  which  the 
youth  of  the  world  feels  for  (he  aggressors*  The  abortive  clTons 
of  Baldur  von  Schirach  and  the  Trotskyists  failed  to  diminish 
the  success  of  this  world  gathering,  whose  admirable  decisions 
have  become  well  known  as  the  Vmxar  Peace  Pad* 

One  of  its  passages  runs: 

"We  solemnly  condemn  all  wars  of  aggression  against 
Ihc  political  independence  or  the  territorial  or  administra- 
tive integrity  of  a State.  We  agree  to  use  our  influence 
with  our  respective  Governments  every  time  that  it  may  be 
necessary,  in  order;  ft)  that  ihcy  shall  have  recourse  to 
collective  action  to  prevent  aggression  or  put  an  end  to  it; 
(ii)  that  they  shall  give  effective  assistance  to  the  victims 
of  aggression  or  violation  of  treaties*,  (iii)  that  they  shall 
refuse  war  material  or  financial  aid  to  ihc  aggressors.  We 

resolve  to  mobilise  world  opinion  to  bring  aid  to  the 
■ * * * 
victims. 


This  unanimous  resolution  of  the  Second  World  Youth 
Congress  constitutes  a solid  basis  of  action  for  the  defence  of 
peace.  Nevertheless,  since  the  aggression  and  invasion  of 
Czechoslovakia  by  the  Nazi  hordes,  the  movement  of  united 
action  by  the  youth  for  the  defence  of  peace  has  not  had  the 
scope  and  the  effectiveness  which  are  indispensable  for  success. 


and  that  although  the  attitude  of  working-class  you*h 
favourable  to  the  victim  of  this  aggression,  ' *** 


1 1 is  hue  that  there  have  been,  in  Britain,  the  Un  ? 
Slate*,  ami  in  France,  movements  of  sympathy  and  so’Vda  - 
with  Czechoslovakia;  but  they  have  not  been  sufficiently 
For  tli  * there  are  several  causes,  * 


Fir^t  of  all.  the  movement  is  only  just  beginning  to  acou* 
experience  in  action*  There  h slill  serious  disproportion  be\w  ^ 
the  movement's  intentions  and  its  effective  action.  Thk  ;*en 
serious  weakness  which  the  "Leftist"  elements  wji  hi  a |ii 
Congress  tried  to  aggravate  in  declaring  for  action  of  * 
divproporli anale  to  the  actual  possibilities  before  the  ma™ 
m cm.  The  removal  of  this  grave  weakness  is  a question  wh'Jh 
receives  much  attention  from  the  sincere  friends  of  internal ionit 
collaboration  in  all  youth  organisations  which  have  resolved 
to  defend  peace*  T he  last  World  Youth  Council,  thanks  to  its 
practical  decisions  regarding  humanitarian  aid  for  Spain  aad 
against  the  shameful  anti-Semitic  persecutions  in  Hitler  Ger- 
many. has  made  an  important  contribution  to  the  solution  of 
this  difficulty*  It  is  with  the  greatest  optimism  that  we  await 
the  future  of  the  youth  peace  movement* 


The  second  cause  is  ihc  weakness  of  propaganda  work  m 
the  youth  movement,  anti  also  in  the  Young  Communist 
Leagues,  in  failing  to  explain  the  mystery  surrounding  the 
Munich  dictate.  The  lie  that  '*  firmness  before  aggression  means 
war"  has  not  been  destroyed  in  lime.  We  have  to  learn  lo  improve 
the  Marxist-Lcnifiist  education  of  the  youth  and  to  make  them 
familiar  with  Ihc  most  modern  methods  of  propaganda— 
especially  the  radio  and  the  cinema.  The  firm  and  logical  attitude 
of  the  U.S.S.R..  under  the  leadership  of  Comrade  Stalin,  supreme 
leader  of  the  world  proletariat,  to  the  peace  problem  provides 
an  example  which  the  youth  of  all  countries  should  follow. 

The  third  cause  is  the  weak  state  of  ihc  revolutionary 
movement  of  world  youth,  owing  to  the  continuous  schism  in 
the  ranks  of  the  working-class  youth.  In  recent  years  progress 
has  been  made  towards  liquidating  the  schism  in  the  working- 
class  youth,  thanks  to  the  efforts  of  the  Young  Communist 
International,  in  applying  the  decisions  of  its  Sixth  World 
Congress.  After  Spain,  where  the  Communist  and  Socialist 
youth  arc  united,  in  Belgium  and  Mexico  and  even  in  the 
Scandinavian  countries,  relations  have  improved  between  the 
Communist  youth  and  the  Socialist  youth.  The  two  Youth 
Internationals  collaborate  to  bring  aid  to  Republican  Spain. 
Communist  and  Socialist  students  have  created  an  international 
centre  oi  collaboration.  These  arc  results  over  which  we  rejoice 
and  from  which  we  derive  confidence  for  the  future.  But  we 
do  not  shut  uur  eyes  to  the  difficulties*  Young  Communists 
and  Socialists  understand  that  in  rejecting  the  united  front  with 
the  Communist  International  a I the  present  time,  the  Second 
International  takes  on  the  heavy  responsibility  of  weakening 
the  forces  of  the  international  working  class.  Further,  it  is  known 
that  certain  reactionary  leaders  of  the  Belgian  Labour  Party, 
the  British  Labour  Party  and  Socialist  Party  of  France  arc  the 
declared  enemies  of  the  budding  unity  of  the  youth  nwvcfnentj 
and  that  they  do  everything  in  their  power  to  break  it,  awed 
as  they  are  by  certain  youth  leaders* 

We  must  raise  higher  than  ever  the  Bag  of  unity  of  the 
young  generation  of  workers  and  of  the  unity  of  the  working 
class,  so  that  with  the  peoples  of  all  countries  they  may 
a victorious  front  to  Hitler's  fascism  and  pul  a sharp  cod  to 
fascism's  assault  upon  the  rights  of  peoples  and  upon  peace 

and  liberty,  . 

The  youth  will  be  on  the  side  of  civilisation,  with  in  m 
heart  and  all  its  energy. 


FROM  THE  YOUNG  PEASANTS  OF  BELGIUM 

On  November  27.  the  movement  of  the  y°uB*  of 

Belgium  organised  a conference  of  the  young  Pca3Afl*«®  ^ Mrtt 
The  delegates,  young  peasants,  who  came  from  all i _ F* 
of  Watlonia,  expressed  their  firm  deicmination  to  euW 
immediate  action  for  the  defence  of  the  YQdBJS JSffriiueuiate 
conference  decided  to  prepare  a congress  which  _ voonf 
powerful  movement  of  the  advance-guard  o 


peasants. 
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United  Front  Against  Fascism 

II V publish  hrittw  an  extra*  r from  the  article  on  the 
international  situation  which  C<>t  ?\t  a tie  Gloat*  I Oimubov 
puNuhni  on  the  *n*(tihm  of  the  2 ! \t  anniversary  of  the 
October  Revolution  : 


rj^HE  enlire  course  of  events  has  shown  how  cor  reel  Comrade 
Stalin.  and  on  the  basis  of  a Marxist -Leninist  analysis,  the 
Seventh  Congress  of  the  Communist  International,  were  when 
they  warned  that  the  fascist  governments  are  preparing  a fresh 
imperialist  conflagration  and  issued  the  timely  call  to  the  working 
people  to  resist  fascism  on  the  basis  of  a united  popular  I ron!, 


In  1935  Italy  attacked  Abyssinia,  In  1936  fascist  Germany 
arbitrarily  tore  up  the  Versailles  treaty  and  soon  afterwards 
organ -sed  with  Italy  armed  intervention  against  the  Spanish 
Re  public.  In  July,  1957,  Japan  launched  a war  no  less  nefarious 
against  China  in  order  to  complete  the  conquest  which  was 
commenced  in  1931  by  the  annexation  of  Manchuria,  In  March, 
193$,  Germany  occupied  Austria,  and  in  October  seized  the 
Sudctcnland,  look  possession  of  all  the  military -strategic  positions 
of  Czechoslovakia  in  the  endeavour  to  transform  it  into  its  virtual 
colony, 

“ All  these  facts  go  to  show  that  the  second  imperialist 
war  has,  in  fact,  already  begun.  It  has  begun  surreptitiously, 
without  war  being  declared.  States  and  peoples  have  some- 
how imperceptibly  crept  into  the  orbit  of  the  second 
imperialist  war.  War  has  been  begun  in  different  parts  of  the 
globe  by  three  aggressive  States;  the  fascial  ruling  circles  of 
Germany,  Italy  and  Japan.  War  has  already  succeeded  in 
drawing  over  five  hundred  million  people  into  its  orbih  In 
the  last  analysis  it  is  being  waged  against  the  capitalist 
inlet esf*  of  Britain,  France,  the  U.5.A.*  since  its  object  is  to 
secure  the  repartition  of  the  world  and  spheres  of  influence 
to  the  advantage  of  the  aggressive  countries  and  at  the 
expense  of  these  so-called  democratic  States,  (Short  Course 
of  the  History  of  the  C.B.S.IL,  pages  3 1$  I9P  Russian  edition,) 
This  series  of  sanguinary  fascist  crimes  has  become  possible 
because  the  ruling  circles  of  the  so-called  democratic  S,a*cs  have 
systematically  retreated  before  the  fascist  aggressor^,  although 
they  possessed  adequate  means  wherewith  to  avert  the  outbreak 
of  war  (collective  action  of  the  States,  members  of  the  League  of 
Nations,  by  employing  Article  16  of  the  League  ol  Nations 
Coven  a ni  and  by  applying  economic  sanctions)*  and  would  have 
met  with  the  enthusiastic  support  of  all  peoples  who  warn  neither 
the  bondage  of  fascism  nor  the  horrors  of  war. 


“However*  the  bourgeois  governments  did  not  put  the 
system  of  collective  security  into  operation.  They  did  not 
do  so  because  they  did  not  want  to,  because  their  policy  is 
determined  by  the  reactionary  imperialist  circles  who.  out 
of  fear  of  the  growth  of  the  working-class  movement  in 
Europe,  of  the  movement  for  national  liberation  in  Avia, 
out  of  hatred  for  the  land  of  Socialism,  sacrificed  to  lascism 
the  interests  of  (heir  own  peoples.  They  supported  German 
fascism  because  they  want  in  its  person  to  have  a European 
gendarme  that  strangles  every  democratic  anu-fascisi  move- 
ment of  the  masses  of  the  people*  In  the  name  ol  their 
narrow  class  imperialist  interests  they  yield  the  small  nat.cms 
to  be  rent  asunder  by  fascism*  thereby  facilitating  the  I urtbci 
aggression  ol  the  fascist  governments.”  (G.  Dimitrov.) 
To-day*  to  cover  up  their  terrible  responsibilities,  the 
Sovcrnmcnts  of  London  and  Paris  make  the  lying  assertion  that 
>y  bending  the  knee  to  the  fascist  dictators  they  were  saving  the 

ause  of  peace.  . . 

“ Ai  all  the  stages  at  which  war  was  unleashed,  only  the 

great  Soviet  Union  pursued  a firm  policy  of  peace.  Had  the 


other  States  acccphid  the  proposals  of  the  Soviet  Government 
rcivifd  ng  a collective  repa  < to  the  aggressor,  pca^c  would 
have  been  preserved.  Millions  of  people  *ould  no:  have 
been  hurled,  now,  into  the  bloody  shambles  of  deiL-ucbon 
by  war* 

Everybody  is  aware  of  the  position  adopted  by  die 
Soviet  Union  when  German  fascism  was  brandishing  iho 
knife  over  Czechoslovakia.  In  accordance  w;th  the  agree* 
merit  concluded  with  Czechoslovakia*  :he  Soviet  Union 
declared  before  the  whole  wot  Id  that  it  was  ready  to  come 
to  the  assignee  of  Czechoslovakia  should  the  latter  be 
a I lucked,  and  would  fulfil  its  obligation  as  prov.dcd  for  io 
this  treaty. 

The  whole  world  knows  how  the  Soviet  Union  answered 
the  invasion  of  Soviet  territory  at  Lake  Hassan  by  the 
Japanese  Samoural. 


The  Sov.ct  Union  pursues  its  policy  in  the  interests  of 
the  genuine  defence  of  peace*  m the  interests  of  the  working 
people  of  all  countries.  Its  peace  policy  corresponds  to  the 
aspirations  of  all  peoples.  “I  he  Soviet  Union  is  the  powerful 
buttress  of  the  struggle  against  wars  of  conquest*  the 
unfailing  defender  ol  small  nation*  and  weak  countries 
against  fascist  aggression  and  imperialist  enslavement.  The 
land  of  Socialism  is  the  staunch  bulwark  of  the  liberation 
struggle  ot  the  working  people  throughout  the  world*  the 
most  important  factor  in  rallying  the  forces  of  the  inter- 
national working  class  and  of  the  anti-fascist  People's  Front, 
The  whole  of  working  mankind  is  vitally  interested  in 
the  all-round  consolidation  ot  the  So  we:  Union,  in  the 
resolute  strengthening  of  contacts  between  the  great  Soviet 
people  and  the  working  class  and  peoples  of  the  capitalist 
countries,  Herein  lies  the  mo<  important  guarantee  of  ihc 
buev e^sful  struggle  for  world  peace, 

(i  would  be  a movt  dangerous  delusion  at  the  prevent 
time  for  ihc  labouring  masses  and  the  people  to  believe  the 
false  pro-fascist  legend  that  it  has  been  pcdcc  that  has  been 
seemed  at  the  price  of  the  predatory  dismemberment  of 
Czechoslovakia*  that  German  fascism  has  by  this  act  of 
violence  completed  the  fulfilment  of  its  programme  of  aggres- 
sion in  Europe  and  that  the  peoples  may  sleep  in  tranquillity 
without  grievous  thoughts  about  a new  war.  Only  accom- 
plices in  the  fascist  crimes,  only  deceivers  of  the  peoples 
or  hopeless  political  blockheads  can  spread  such  a legend. 
No  person  in  h is  right  senses  w.H  deny  that  it  is  precisely 
since  ihc  Munich  conspiracy  that  the  effrontery  of  the  fascist 
aggressors  has  immensely  inc; cased,” 

Thanks  to  the  reactionary  British  and  French  bourgeoisie 
German  fascism  has  captured  new,  exceptionally  favourable 
military- strategic  and  economic  posi Lons  for  the  further  develop- 
ment of  imperialist  war*  not  only  in  view  of  the  redistribution  of 
the  existing  colonial  possession*,  but  the  repartition  of  Europe 
itself,  the  colonisation  of  a number  of  European  Stales  and  the 
imperialist  enslavement  of  a number  ot  European  peoples.  A 
map  circulated  by  the  German  fascists  themselves  after  the 
occupation  of  the  Sudelcnland  dearly  demonstrates  this  plan.  It 
suffices  10  Observe  the  disruptive  work  of  German  and  Italian 
fascism  in  a number  of  countries  and  in  the  colonies  io  become 
convinced  that  the  fascists  are  really  working  to  put  these  plana 

into  operation. 

Uui  the  fascist  plunderers  arc  reckoning  without  the  host. 
The  peoples  have  nor  yet  said  (heir  decisive  word. 

Never  yet  has  the  hatred  felt  for  the  war-mongers  been  so 
profound  and  strong  as  at  the  present  lime.  Quite  recently  tens 
of  millions  of  men  in  the  majority  of  countries  raised  a strong 


Youth  and  Politics 


Wainst  Chamberlain 


By  John  G o II  a n 'London* 

IF  * the  ag;r eoor  it  Munich,  GiarnberLkEi  wgs  *- 

1 jx>:  cy  of  " appeasementr  wa§  his  main  accomnikTr!* 

P >:.c>  of  'appeasement  " expressed  in  honest  ternsT';*  2? 
P»  :;y  avvvance  :o  fascist  aggression  and  the  destmcaifL ^ 
democracy.  vra™0ft  °f 

The  Munich  betrayal,  put  acros*  in  Britain  to  the  aeow 
pamment  of  panic  measure*  of  trench  digging.  the 
sms  tricky  the  mobilisation  of  the  fleet  and  the  *nrr5£.? 
units  of  the  Territorial  Army,  rji  only  po-wible  beca&ec# 
Sack  of  unitv  o:  the  forces  against  Chamberlain,  the  ILk  #J 
a riaar-cut  pel  cy  of  halting  fascist  agression,  and  fi^j  m r 
r.j-  or  the  anti-Chambcr:a:n  forces  at  the  critical  poi^j  ofjr 
struggle.  ' '* 

The  results  of  Chamberlain's  foreign  policy  have  hr 

accompanied  in  Britain  by  demands  for  more  arms.  br*u 
or  noihinc  has  been  done  for  civilian  defence,  thrcaa  of  . 
on  social  ^er.  ices  as  a result  of  huge  arms  expenditure,  mw 
trig  moses  to  industrial  conscription,  fascist  national  servkv 
attacks  upon  freedom  of  speech,  censoring  news  reds  and  h>  qj 
All  these  things  are  arousing  ever  increasing  messa 
British  people  to  a realisation  of  the  fact  lhax  eppeasemenr  end 
friendship  with  fascism  means  war  and  ike  destruction  of 
democracy  both  ai  home  ar.d  abroad. 

This  is  admitted  even  by  Government  ne^poperL  For 
example*  the  Daily  Express.  Government  nea>pape r,  wme 
recently: 

Ms  Mr.  Chamberlain's  position  crumbling?  There  b 
certainly  less  public  support  for  the  Prime  Minister  and  ha 
pill  icy  than  there  w as  a month  ago.  I:  would  be  foolsb  so 
pretend  otherwise." 

In  a whole  scries  of  bye-elections  which  have  takea  pbee 
since  Munich,  the  Government  has  received  a ntanbef  of 
devastating  defeats.  In  the  live  bye-e!ec:k>m  covering  x fair 
cross -sect  ion  of  the  country',  the  Government  veee  has  boo 
stationery  (I24.02S  votes  as  against  123,061  a:  the  Genoa! 
Elcct:om  and  an  increase  in  the  Opposition  vote  (131,714  as 
against  109.9041  by  20  per  cent.  If  this  was  maintatoed  oo  a 
national  scale  without  splitting  votes  and  the  oppoatioa  was 
un.'ej,  Chamberlain  could  be  defeated  to-morrow,  A remark- 
aKe  thing  about  the  elections  has  been  the  large  ujwsiie  of 
local  agreements  between  the  parties-  This  is  partiadarty 
^cen  :n  rci-1  on  to  the  Perth  bye-election  where  the  Duchess  of 
AtholL  opposition  Conservative,  wax  standing  agaris*  the 
Government,  jisJ  the  Liberal  candidate  stood  down  lo  twni 
spliuing  the  vote. 

In  this  situation,  the  need  of  the  moment  b tmiry  of  ^ 
forces  against  Chamberlain,  In  this  connection,  sipuftani 
have  taken  place  over  past  weeks,  While  the  Laboar^r^J 
leadership  has  still  rejected  the  united  struggle,  it  ^ 
occupied  with  an  incessant  and  increasing  struggle  witMiio 
ranks  for  unity.  More  and  more  leaders  of  the  Labw  jWT 
are  being  forced  to  consider  a united  alternative  to 
The  Liberal  Parry  has  announced  its  wQlmgpeSS  to  <—y_  ^ 
alt  forces  agninc:  Chamberlain,  and  Sir  A rc Ai ^ 
leader,  has  publicly  announced  his  willingness  to  tad  » 
combination  against  Chamberlain  composed  of  Lftw 
and  Opposition  Conservatives.  Of  great  interest  in  ™ 
against  Hitler  is  the  significant  opposition  of 
Churchill  and  Eden.  So  far  there  has  been  no dear 
malic  declaration  of  this  group,  and  while  they  ^ ” 
such  ideas  as  more  arms,  and  Duff  Cooper  has  ad"^^0  ^ a 
scription.  Fdcn*  for  example,  has  declared,  *We 
nation,  agree  not  only  on  the  steps  we  musl  1»* 
defence  in  order,  but  on  the  purpose  for  wfcici 
are  required”  There  arc  several  esseotiab  *®P“* 

"Those  essentials  are  three — unity,  strength  »*» 
justice.”  On  this  basis  be  has  spoken  for  M 

The  key  to  the  situation  is  Spoilt.  Alt  the 


* - i r.c  movement  a:  the  working  cu>s  united  o. 
united  fro  a:  or  the  peoples  a game  :ft  > bard:;  agreement,  aga 
fascia  aggression,  in  defence  of  world  peace. 

This  second  trend  which  leads  to  the  victory  of  ‘he  Spit 
and  Chmesr  people^  :o  the  consolidation  of  the  l;har:> 
independence  of  the  small  nation;,  to  the  curbing  o the  :V. 
aggressors,  corresponds  to  the  interests  of  the  working 
of  the  peoples  of  all  count r.sN.  But  the  most  important  !c* 
of  the  recent  events  is  that  untesi  the  reactionary  imperil 
cliques  and  capitulators  in  onc“s  own  country  arc  curbed  : 
impossible  to  curb  the  unbridled  fascist  brigands,  :t  is  impQ'S 
lo  conduct  a successful  struggle  in  defence  of  the  liberty 
independence  of  the  people  and  to  defend  world  peace. 

The  working  class  and  its  Comm  urn  >:  vanguard  i>  the  rr 
resolute  and  consistent  adherent  and  champion  of  peace, 
defence  of  peace  cannot  be  achieved  by  wordy  pac  tut  deck 
lions  and  invocations.  What  ;i.  needed  is  active  struggle,  re  so! 
res  stance  in  order  to  solve  the  folio  wins  basic  ta^kv: 


:o  otlcr  reso.ute  res. stance  ;n  rnc  countries  o;  no urgeots 
democracy  to  reaction  which  is  raising  .ts  head  ar.j  is  aimed  at 
the  social  achievements  of  the  working  people:  at  democrat  c 
liberties  a:  the  Labour  Movement 

to  e ns  ire  the  ■-  .ctory  of  the  Spamdn  and  Chinese  jv^plcs 
over  the  fascist  vultures; 

to  protect  the  Czechoslovak  people  and  the  peoples  of  the 
small  countries  against  fare  £Ti  enslavement. 

Forces  that  arc  quite  real  exist  for  the  solution  of  these 
tasks.  All  that  is  necessary  is  that  they  he  brought  into  action. 

It  would  be  difficult  in  post* war  political  history  :o  find 
another  moment  when  the  interests  of  the  working  class, 
peasantry,  petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  intelligentsia,  when  the 
interest  of  the  small  nation**,  of  the  dependent  and  colonial 
countries  when  the  interest  of  culture  and  science,  the  interests 
of  per.ee  and  democracy,  coincided  and  merged  in  a common 
current  against  fuxchm,  the  worst  enemy  of  mankind,  such  as  the 
present  moment. 

This  h quite  a real  basis  for  the  establishment  and  consoli- 
dation of  the  united  from  of  the  working  class  an J of  the  peoples 
of  all  countries  agairm  fascist  barbarism  and  the  incendiaries  of 
imperialist  war. 

But  If  the  international  working  class  is  to  fulfil  its  role 
of  initiator,  organiser  and  leader  of  a powerful  united  front 
□ gainst  aggrexv:on  and  fascist  plundering  it  must  realise  its  own 
strength  and  be  able  to  make  use  of  this  enormous  strength  to 
rally  together  the  masses  of  the  working  people,  and  first  and 
foremost,  it  must  establish  unity  in  its  own  ranks.  The 
opponents  of  working-class  unily  and  of  the  anri-fascis!  popular 
from  must  be  ruthlessly  exposed  and  ousted  as  accomplices  of 
reaction  at  home  and  of  the  fascist  aggressors. 

The  fulfil  mem  of  [he  idea  that  is  maturing  in  the  ranks  of 
the  Labour  Movement  regarding  ihe  calling  of  an  International 
Workers*  Conference  of  representatives  of  (he  organisations  of 
the  working  class  of  all  countries  would  be  an  exceptionally 
important  step  on  this  road. 


No,  1 
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VV  jotxj  tor  Spain  ft  nil  auu 


g movement 


fOjnl  fililrviinn  f t V T “ C h^C  bunched  U 

Fen  null  ion  f*  n . foJld  Uo/cnv  of  towns  have  seni  food  ships. 
riRh.s  to T n S|°  ,V0,CS5  <S*  Homing  of  K'Higcrent 

^ l wnl  10  '»  I’arltameti!.  have 

ocen  distributed  by  the  International  Peace  C ouncil 

creista.  »7-k  ‘h.c  Wm  **'»<'»  •*«  played  an  ever  in- 

confe'sTtJe  vet  i *2°^  p';,ec  :hc  rn<1',t  represent;. use 

aid  to  \n-  ^C'  ’i  1 *1'  1 ,c  V<*uth  orpanisti lions,  for  humanitarian 
I'  .,  : , Another  Anrio-1  relish  Youth  Compel., .on  has 

/ SCnd  :i  >MUlh  food 'hip  to  Spain  for  Christmas. 

•!  L t-rcatcM  uiiportancc  is  the  Lwcrw  tuy  Youth  Peace 

h3£dMKin,Hled,  Y,°Ulh  Mo;cmcnt  a®-***  Chamberlain, 
th/p  i JO,n,I  y by  ,hcr  l c,«uc  Of  Young  Liberals,  members  of 
lbs  Labour  League  of  Youth,  the  League  of  Nations  Union 

You  1 Group-,,  Hie  Young  Communist  League,  the  Cooperative 

tih  1 m‘,ny,  youn»  Conservatives,  the  University  Labour. 
I tbur.i  sin d League  of  Nations  Sock' lies,  Immediately  after 
■ umdi.  n emergen^  National  (Jbfifcrence  was  held  in  London 
addressed  by  Captain  Utfdell-ffarr*  famous  Military  Torres- 

on  he  Tunes',  and  attended  by  759  delegates  and  visitors 
1 rom  2ft  dirTcrcm  organisations. 

Cnpiain  Liddell-Hurl,  opponent  of  Fascism,  and  strategical 
ernre  of  :hc  Government,  said  : 

MThe  keynote  of  your  movement  should  be  co- 
operation with  anything  which  fosters  freedom  : non-co- 
operation  with  anything  that  fetters  it.  It  is  spiritual  folly 

lo  go  totalitarian  in  an  eflori  to  stand  against  totalitarian- 
ism/ 

The  main  decision  of  this  Conference  was  the  call  for  the 
unity  of  all  progressive  forces  for  an  alter  native  government  to 
Chamberlain,  All  opposition  leaders  are  being  visited  and  the 
position  of  the  Youth  Movement  made  clear  on  this  issue-  A 
declaration  of  full  support  of  the  United  Youth  Movement  for 
alt  steps  by  such  a government  in  resisting  fascist  aggression  is 
being  made.  The  conference  declared  Spain  is  now  the  key  to 
peace,  called  for  food*  no  belligerent  rights,  arms  for  Spain  ; 
and  the  unity  of  Britain,  ITance  ami  the  Soviet  Union*  and  an 
understanding  with  the  U,S.A*  to  halt  fascist  aggression. 

The  Conference  made  the  position  of  youth  clear  to  the 
important  question  of  national  service.  It  declared  that  the 
best  defence  of  the  people  was  a correct  foreign  policy  for  which 
youth  would  willingly  serve,  Defence  of  the  people  requires  a 
united  nation,  an  extension  of  democracy,  a strong  and  healthy 
youth*  It  further  declared  " We  are  prepared  to  give  our  serv  ice 
to  make  air  raid  precautions  the  best  possible  defence  and  to 
participate  and  take  iho  initiative  in  all  forms  of  democratically 
organised  measures  10  protect  the  people/*  It  concluded: 

" We  are  ready  to  do  everything  that  is  necessary  to 
make  Britain  strong  in  defence  of  international  law*  This 
will  never  be  accomplished  while  a policy  is  pursued  which 
sacrifices  and  demoralises  our  allies  and  fetters  our  liberty. 
Whatever  is  necessary  to  arouse  and  inspire  the  youth  of 
this  country  can  he  carried  out  through  the  machinery  of  the 
free  youth  movement*  We  arc  prepared  \o  play  our  part.” 
The  Conference  decided  to  launch  a National  Youth  Peace 
Pilgrimage  of  5,000  pilgrims  to  arrive  in  London  for  February 
IS  and  19,  1939*  In  all  the  hig  towns,  the  campaign  for  the 
conference  programme  and  against  Chamberlain  is  going  ahead. 
One  million  leaflets  have  already  been,  or  will  be.  issued  ; a 
mass  pamphlet*  badge  and  posters  for  the  pilgrimage  have  been 
issued.  In  the  localities  (he  campaign  is  forging  ahead.  Meetings 
and  demonstrations  have  been  planned,  the  Members  of  Parlia- 
ment of  the  various  towns  arc  being  visited  by  united  Youth 
Deputations.  Not  only  is  it  a campaign  against  Chamberlain 
for  a Government  of  peace  and  resistance  io  fascism*  but  every- 
where the  Mayors  of  the  towns  arc  being  visited  for  a town's 
conference  of  all  youth  on  defence. 

On  February  18  the  thousands  of  pilgrims  will  arrive  in 
London*  There  will  be  a march  past  she  Cenotaph  in  Whitehall 
to  the  Empress  Stadium,  seating  10*000,  for  a maw  rally  on 
Youth’s  programme.  There  will  be  a deputation  to  the  Govern- 


mem.  to  present  the  demands.  All  ihc  nol  -ir^t 

opposition  wdl  Kj  visaed  by  deputations  of 0i  :he 

ratio*  of  furl  mi  P port  of  democratic  yoWhto-  -hi, 

fherc  'Ajlf  hi.-  -l  + fr.  ,l__  fi_:*  ,L  n * . 


here-  Will  be  a deputation  to  the  6ri,iVh  £L™- 

,hc  m:,ln  nCA<ipapcr\.  i>nd  the  nc-*e  ™.i 


policy, 

rex:  vtcp,  in  the  fight. 
1 htx 


Jhc  ptlgf.ms  Arli  then  rctw^J^ii^SSlTiT  jvf”a  fe 

greater  united  campaign  of  the  Yorrh  n-*-  t 
to'  totn  launched  Hut  already  A.  J, 

Ibernt  comrnent.cor.  hue  written  about  this  growint  ^h 
mo-,  cmen!  :n  the  /Viv.  ■ f hrvrucit  (December  S ] y 1 1,  J,*;  . 

evens  have  taught  the  south  of  Britain  a lesson:'  they  arc^2‘ 
lounUI . v.ep. ic.it  ...  the  Government,  although  they  ire  o'ems-«t 
to  defend  the  people  and  save  a cause  in  which  Jhc/'ffi? 

Fuliucal  parties  used  io  ihtnk  they  could  conirol  thc*r 
own  youth  organisations  stifllcicntly  wdl  to  tap  ibe  rocrioJ 

io:  a, I their  p4ii>  piirp^ixcx*  ][  that  was  ever  iruc  it  U do* 
true  io*day,  ' * 

Ihc  git  ■■  h K*t  independent  or  semi-independen*  mo\c- 
Tcnl.s  ^ ^°n^n  »nder  the  age  of  ihirW,  yet 

decide  iho  fate  of  Bniish  Parliament.  It  could  do  so  ahnosi 
at  once  under  genuine  leadership/* 

knowing  ihc  stigma  and  shame  of 
( ham  her  him  \0 1 wdl*  are  striving  to  face  up  u>  their  responsi- 

hj  l(,cV  MniIcdI>;  thc>'  ui[1  ^r&«n  every  ncnc  lo  help  smash 
t lumberlam,  and  <ipen  a new  era  for  the  forces  of  peace  and 
liberty, 

Munich  and  Ourselves 

By  C.  B. 

JN  the  last  three  months  the  youth  of  France  has  undergone 
a severe  test*  It  is  a period  worth  surveying. 

August  1958 — The  advantages  gained  for  French  south  by 
the  Popular  Front  were  particularly  appreciated  in  holiday  time 
"I  he  highways  and  by  was  s of  France  were  crowded  with  groups 
o|  young  cyclists*  hikers  and  campers  enjojing  well-earned 
recreation.  They  were  profiting  from  the  June  conquest— the 
: or iy -hour  week*  holidays  with  pay*  and  higher  rates  o;  svages. 

But  if  the  young  people  ot  t rance  are  gay.  they  are  not 
light  minded.  In  19?K  they  collected  more  than  a million  francs 
for  Republican  Spain*  Many  of  them  went  to  take  up  arms 
against  fascism,  as  members  of  ihc  Internationa!  Brigade;  among 
them  were  nine  members  of  :he  Central  Commit  ice  of  the  Young 
Communist  League,  At  the  great  International  Youjh  Peace 
Congress  al  New  York,  in  August,  there  were  10  delegates 
representing  French  youth  and  bearing  its  message  of  peace  to 
ihc  world.  These  young  people  who  arc  faced  bv  ihe  struggle 
for  happiness  arc  oplimisiic  and  confident  of  the  future. 

In  September  Ihc  sky  became  clouded*  Hiller  brandished 
his  war-ihreats  in  the  face  of  Ihc  world  as  he  advanced  against 
Czechoslovakia.  The  militancy  of  young  France  increased,  no 
less  ardent  than  ds  desire  for  peace.  The  young  men  responded 
splendidly  to  the  mobilisation  order  given  by  D al ad ier— given, 
unfortunately,  only  with  the  vilest  motives, 

Expressing  the  attitude  of  young  France  as  a whole,  the 
Young  Cotnmunfct  League  issued,  on  September  17,  a manifesto 
which  was  published  in  the  PA  vans  Card  and  in  2S,(X)0  leaflets* 
Here  are  a few  c.x tracts: 

“We  arc  with  the  youth  and  the  people  of  Czechoslo- 
vakia, who  do  not  want  to  have  their  country  dismembered. 
It  is  in  the  first  place  a question  of  justice  and  right.  Above 
all*  what  is  at  stake  is  ihe  existence  of  France  and  the  peace 
of  Europe. 

Hiller  will  retreat  if  we  stand  firm* 

We*  the  youth  of  France,  for  whom  the  defence  of  the 
nation  is  identical  with  the  defence  of  the  democratic  liber- 
ties and  social  laws  gained  by  the  Popular  From,  wiD  no: 
permit  any  attack  upon  the  forty-hour  week  nor  upon  any 
of  the  conquests  of  June*  1936. 

In  this  grave  hour  when  the  war-clouds  are  gathering, 
the  younger  generation  of  our  country,  which  has  a decisive 
role  to  play,  must  give  the  example  of  unity  which  alone 
can  achieve  peace/' 
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By  suppressing  the  40- hour  week  which  afkn»i  ^ 
enjoy  healthy  sporty  cultural  activities  and  iravd.  ih&J**1®* 
attack  our  well-being.  h <^ccr 

They  arc  already  about  to  suppress  holiday*  with  m 
are  so  necessary  if  young  workers  are  to  regain  full 
a year's  exploitation.  In  mill) lying  these  ankle*  ofTiS  ^ 
aurceniuni^  which  forbid  piece-rates,  they  ooen  tkJhcSD°cl 
savage  rationalisation.  ' ^k>r 

Since  they  treat  the  youth  as  machinery,  . 

sabotage  apprenticeship.  The  measures  suggested  for  doc* 
tional  training  arc  nothing  but  a mockery.  The 
francs  to  be  devoted  10  this  plan  will  not  make  it  twLsS® 
every  young  man  and  woman  to  have  a trade,  as  wa* 
the  decree  of  May  24,  193H.  Such  a sum  would  scarJw^*1*^ 
possible  the  re-1  raining  of  2,000  workers,  *& 

These  decrees  bring  us  nearer  to  the  fascist  system  nf  f 
labour.  They  are  intended  to  make  us  subserve  to 
laid  down  by  the  exploiters,  on  pain  of  dismissal  wit! yilr*1 
and  six  months*  unemployment  without  benefit  of  anvktrJf® 
the  possibility  of  getting  new  employment,  ‘ KlQd^ 

The  youth,  always  the  most  heavily  exploited  str*inm 
no  longer  have  any  voice  in  the  defence  of  their  own 

No  one  under  21  wilt  be  allowed  to  vote  in  the  elaSS 
trade  union  delegates  in  the  factories,  and  no  one 
be  eligible  for  election,  W 25  ’ 

Not  only  will  the  meagre  w a g«  of  young  Work 
severely  hit  by  the  increase  in  indirect  taxation,  but  the 
ticc  who  earns  less  than  10,000  francs  a year  will  be  laS?* 


i own  u "'Ctlingi  were  organised  in  several  French 

i nS  . u m?sl  important  was  that  at  U'lirrfr/rWirr.  where 
fjv'  young  Alsatians  met  on  mobilisation  day,  while  the  panic* 
atrickcn  bourgeoisie  wore  fleeing  towards  Paris, 

Hut  on  September  30  the  heroes  of  Munich  consummated 
sncir  crime  against  the  nations,  against  Czechoslovakia  and 
against  peace.  Falling  victims  to  the  war -blackmail,  deceived 
by  villainous  demagogy  of  Munich,  considerable  sections  of  (he 
youth  at  ur&i  took  the  Du  1 ad  icr -Chamber  hi  in  capitulation  to  be 
a real  saving  of  peace. 

The  Young  Communist  Ix-aguc  lost  no  time  in  denouncing 
this  treachery  in  a vigorous  placard,  of  which  more  than  10.000 
copies  were  posted  up  throughout  France,  Its  substance  was  as 
follows : 

" Resign*  Datadicr  ? “ 

" You  aic  leading  France  towards  catastrophe, 

" Forswearing  your  allegiance  to  the  Popular  Front, 
you  arc  attacking  our  social  conquests.  You  are  putting 
yourself  at  the  service  of  the  Two  Hundred  Families. 

" We  will  not  permit  you  to  turn  the  Pyrenees  into  a 
N;ui  frontier. 

**  War  can  be  prevented  by  the  unity  of  the  democratic 
States, 

“ We  call  upon  the  youth  to  unite  and  tear  up  the 

shflTTIt'f  lli  ulf  illl'1  liinn  V illi  <ci(in,^  in  -irrfor  thut  W t lllilS  SUAC 


i the  threap  of  fascist  German  Youth  and  the  Anti- 

nous  traditions.  v _ 

foreign  dictators  to  have  JCWISh  POgTOIllS 

To  those  who  say  they  Felix  Pohl 

reply:  rPHR  overwhelming  majority  of  the  German  people  hare  ifa 

berty.  * that  they  have  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 

rm  of  France.  pogroms  organised  by  the  Nazi  Government. 

" It  is  not  right;  the  Jews  are  human  beings  boo." 
of  the  people,  loyal  to  “ It  is  not  ihc  Jews,  but  the  Nazis,  who  art  G tneutfU 

fortune/'  M Wrath  of  the  people!  Ridiculous,  no!  o*e « 
estimate  the  extent  of  workers  employed  at  our  place  took  part*  even  ihe  Nto 
igainsl  the  traitors  of  against  it/*  No  wonder  that  we  are  decried  all  ever  Ae* 

ii  is  a disgrace  lo  Germany,"  ^ _ 

ing  aside  parliamentary  An  Aryan  shopkeeper i " The  more  the  Jews 

issued  a whole  regiment  the  worse  off  we  are.  They  have  broken  Hitsgd s (J™*  ? 

rial  reaction.  keeper)  windows,  but  I shall  have  lo  shut  my  dttfc  f0f  “* 

' youth?  have  ruined  me  with  their  high  taxes.’1  , _ 

unemployed  cvcjy  hope  A former  Nazi:  And  what  good  do  wlS^HR'fc 

working  hours  of  those  Jewish  pogroms?  Not  an  ounce  more  butter,  “ " 

1 merit  lor  public  works,  pogroms,  then  pogroms  of  the  bosses!*’ 

■ will  increase  i he  tmein*  This  is  the  opinion  held  in  Gonokoy 

able  extent,  lor,  just  as  realised  that  the  pogroms  are  directed  not 
oM  workers  to  enjoy  a section  of  the  population,  but  in  reality  p# 

i taking  its  part  again  in  and  in  particular  against  the  opponents  ofMw^  ^ 


Fropagarula  Minister  GoebbeU  h*s  not 
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r^^h-n  "4  c?  nh",,,Kcn\ihucn  5"™“"  **1*  be  I 

M lunch  rc;trin:tm^,  __.  y 1 . Mt*nich  agreement  S 
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TMimcn  rearmament  hav  corntm.«T  , agreement.  Vince 

The  N;i/i  leaders  lulmin  .ic  >tl,;„n.t  .'I1/1  |"add«  ,'Peed  than  c.cr. 
dld  before  Munich  The  "*  Munich  i>  0,^£runal,t,nl!'  jum  (hey 
,nK  masses  no  allcsiations  t,iji°on  of  'tC  h;i'  bn’uf:ht  ,he  toi!- 
*’.fc;ucr  output  throueh  ‘ , '^  contrary,  fresh  burdens. 

The  workers  of  ^,II|J'7'  inferior  food.  «! 

another.  - ,rc  whIM*:rillg  about  all  this  to  one 


Dies  nV.V.  K ;nl"  °nCC  Mid:  MV  people  are  a set  of  rats. 
n,  s put  into  a sack  aiul  sti.ikcn  up  tontininllv  to 

Pfsven.  them  from  gruwin8  through  the  sack. 


11  ,s  ^ Germany  ui-day 
And  this  rs  true!  The 
prevent  any 


, ,s  ,he  attitude  of  German  youth  towards  the  artti- 

irtem-H1,1!8  ,;v  tv!  d-*ys?  A '“W  number  of  rep,r,s 
? ’ r ] J Hiller  \milh  members  base  taken  part  in  the 

looting  of  Jewish  shops  and  maltreatment  of  Jews.  A ren  rt 

I.,m  t,°,0?['c  ilatc'-  for  instance,  that  the  Hitler  Youth  have 
behaved I with  great  brutality,  fn  many  towns  whole  units  of  the 

MKicr  iou:h  have  been  vent  under  command  to  carry  out 
pogroms.  ' 

Hul  n ^pouId  be  wrong  to  assume  ituji  the  majority  of  Cicr- 
nisin  >ouih,  or  even  of  the  young  people  organised  in  the  Hitler 
wcJcomc  pogroms,  Those  who  have  taken  pari  arc 
i or  l he  most  part  serv  young,  misled  dements,  It  must  not  be 
forgotten  abroad  that  the  children  in  the  schools,  and  the  \oimg 
people  in  the  " Hitler  Youth"  and  "league  of  German  Girls" 
are  systematically  trained  in  anti-Semitic  spirit.  The  notorious 
pornographic  children  s btH>k.s  of  the  chief  anti-Semhc,  Julius 
Strcichcr.  are  lo-da)  officially  recognised  text- books.  Day 
by  day  the  children  arc  told  that  the  Jews  are  to  blame  for  all 
poverty  and  want*  all  evils.  It  would  be  a mistake  to  ignore  the 
fact  that  this  training  bears  certain  fruit  among  youth, 

Hut  to  the  honour  of  German  youth  it  may  be  stated  that  the 
majority  of  them  reject  this  barbarism ! In  shame  and  dsgusl 
ihcy  turn  from  this  mediaeval  bestiality,  unworthy  of  a civilised 
nation.  Heated  discussions  took  place  during  the  pogrom  days 
in  the  factories,  the  " Hitler  Youth,’*  the  sports'  clubs,  the  voca- 
tional schools.  The  following  argument  was  often  heard:  — 

" We  have  been  running  upstairs  and  downstairs  for  weeks, 
collecting  rags  and  scrap  metal,  and  now  valuable  goods  arc 
being  destroyed  in  a few'  hours  on  orders  from  1 above.*  No. 
they  won't  gel  me  to  go  out  collecting  any  more." 

Three  young  workers,  one  of  them  a Hitler  Youth,  having 
the  opportunity  of  hearing  the  world  opinion  of  the  anti- Jewish 
pogroms  by  means  of  a translation  of  a foreign  newspaper,  were 
greatly  impressed.  M It  is  not  right  to  hold  all  Geiman  Jews 
responsible  for  the  deed  of  one."  was  their  unanimous  conclusion. 
"Our  newspapers  are  cut  to  the  pattern  of  the  Propaganda 
Ministry;  they  say  nothing  about  this/1 

It  should  be  mentioned  that  adults  did  a great  deal  lowirds 
enlightening  the  young  people  in  the  progrom  days.  Parents 
restrained  their  children  from  following  the  orders  of  the  Hi  kr 
Youth  to  loot  the  Jewish  shops*  It  is  re  ported  from  Fran  fort 
on  the  Maine  that  mothers  there  went  to  their  children's  teachers 
and  protested  against  the  anti-Semitic  agitation  m the  schools. 
The  mothers  continue  to  complain  that  National  Socialist  educa- 
tion is  converting  their  children  into  savages.  One  mother  said: 

" Everything  that  was  once  sacred  to  us  is  now  dragged  in  the 

mud,"  , 

Several  eases  are  known  where  teachers,  eonseioi  $ of  the  r 
responsibility,  have  cautiously  enlightened  the  children  un  cr 
their  'are  against  the  anti-Jewish  pogroms.  During  the  last  few 


days  some  German  mothers  h:*vc  earn-  hv 

tnc  Jewish  sh.»ps  which  had  been  !'*  ,owy,-rl  of 

liavc  restored  to  ihc-n  the  gootU  stolen  hi  .hl^  r1'u,f!l3crci- 
the  pogrom.  k ™ iltMen  *>*  children  durinj 

misled  youth.  The  stru/glc  aramM  Ihcve  « 3o"’'  * enI'?-hl«' 
not  only  the  duly  of  the 

(asents  n part.euhr.  Comrade  /v,<  r‘. ^SvCflau,a  ««► 

affair  no^Wthc  ^ » *• 

of  .be  people  of  the  fejta 

de,tTc  „f  the  independ.-rue.  democracy  : Ini  \£-r,  IV ,E 
peoples  agjin.t  which  r r1 lir,-r..'  of  the 

V J,  ni;h:  f«f  I be  maintenance  and  secy..Fv  “f‘ 
p^.iLL-  in  1 ate  o,  the  war  pros ocatcurs  IhifFW  • !'y 

and  women  who  are  tendered  indignant  by  'the  c;Ud  Sd 
Jewish  pogroms  of  Hitler  fascism  and  proles!  ac  £ 
must  draw  the  correct  conclusion  that  the  on's  ^ Xo  ^ 
his  fascist  barbarism  and  war  provocation  is'bs  creatmTa 
btoad  international  lighting  front  against  H tier  fascism  an i 
.igamst  h's  confederates  among  the  reactionary  seei.ons  p' 

Trn.*^?0**  of.  lhl  democratic  countries  and  agam«  ^ 
I rotskyist  agents  in  the  working  class."  ^ * 

Young  Spain  Fights  and  Works 

By  Luiva  R iv  a u d 

r£lHE  youth  of  Spain  h in  :-*a  The  two  sides 

lire  divided  not  only  by  trenches  running  across  our 
countryside,  separating  ihc  Republican  '/one  from  the  invader^ 

/one  but  also  by  dilfcrcrKev  which  go  still  deeper  than  the 
trenches* 

h suffices  lo  glance  at  the  socallcd  youth  press  of  the 
rebels  m order  to  realise  that  il  is  not  actually  concerned  with 
the  youth.  In  the  army  the  south  have  to  submit  to  Prussian 
diMTipIane.  and  in  the  factories  and  fields  to  iniquitous  exploits- 
:ion,  Uac  may  say  thiil,  here,  the  vouth  have  ceased  to  be 
>oimg.  Even  small  children  lack  the  characiensUcs  of  child- 
htHMi.  lor  iheir  games  have  been  replaced  by  the  idea  of  war, 
bv  drilling  and  marching.  And  m the  same  way  the  young  men 
arc  not  voting,  7 hev  hght,  ihcv  risk  and  lose  their  Jives  at  the 
Iron!,  without  knowing  for  or  for  what,  but  driven  ahead 

by  force,  without  faith  or  will  of  their  own. 

In  contrast,  we  have  our  own  youth,  the  south  of  loyal 
.Spain,  the  youth  who  know'  for  whom  and  for  what  ih«y  arc 
lighting,  and  who  fighl  in  the  burning  desire  to  drive  out  the 
foreign  invader,  so  that  Spain  may  once  again  belong  to  the 
Spaniards. 

Before  July,  1£3(\  the  working  class  youth  of  Spain  were 
completely  ditferem  from  what  ihey  are  to-day*  Exploited, 
driven  by  the  necessity  of  earning  a harsh  livelihood,  they 
worked  only  for  a bare  existence.  In  spite  of  the  great  misery 
of  their  life,  they  had  a) so  a terrain  recklessness  and  irresponsi- 
bility -qualities  not  unnatural  :o  south. 

But  when  the  traitor  generals  rose  in  revolt  against  the 
lawful  government  of  Ihc  Republic,  the  working  class  youth, 
who  had  been  on  guard  for  days  on  end,  in  their  organisations, 
vigilantly  watching  the  slightest  move  on  the  part  of  the  age-old 
enemy  youth  of  Madrid*  Asturias.  Catalonia  and  every 
part  of  Spiin.  rceognivng  the  rravity  of  the  situation,  were  the 
first  to  arise  and  take  arms.  Or.  when  there  were  no  arms  for 
them,  adv't-'ced  again tt  t^e  enemy  with  nothin e bin  slicks  and 
spades.  Among  these  young  men  there  developed  a rapid  sense 
of  responsibility,  and  thev  lost  the  r former  carelessness. 

Every  if^y.  from  cvcrv  organisation,  the  youth  came  in 
their  hundreds*  bound  for  front,  The  Madrid  hr* neb  of  the 
Uni  fed  Youth*  Mr'"*dy  the  most  powerful  youth  organi- 

sation in  ^ivm,  became  * r"ml1-*ea!e  War  Office,  h wt*s  from 
these  offices  the  first  ■'Vnmns  marched,  the  first  battalions 
left  for  ih?  various  fron  ^ V w-^  'Hcrc  that  arms  and  the  still 
nidimcnv  rv  *'quipmcni  vv  »s  d str:huied, 

Frvm  !ak:ng  ■"*  and  otuer  b'rr^eks  they 

pressed  'n  *o  ?he  S:err  Many  of  these  boys  had  brought 
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tanned  h\  the  fierce  July  mifi.  and  very  hungry  In  th°  enthu 

■ mmii  ol  l he  first  hours  no  one  had  rcmciut>L'(C«t  that  cutu  M 

0 +rJ\m  ha%  to  eat  and  drink,  ami  Hi  n one  c.min«:  do 
everything  with  heroism.  This  piece  of  organisation  w.ti  then 
'Carried  out  rapidly,  like  so  many  other  necessities-  A fit'1  aid 
^ rv ice  was  also  established  without  loss  ol  time*  1 he  most 
luvunum  hotels  in  Madrid  and  the  largest  palace  looms  vvere 
turned  into  hospital  wards  and  operating  luomv.  1 he  aristo* 
oralic  clubs  were  converted  into  rest  homes  lor  wounded  militia 
men,  invalids  and  cons  ale  wen  is. 

Ami  all  (hjs  time  the  girls  were  winking  in  the  roargiun d, 
organising  workshops  which  turned  out  clothiny  for  the  militia 

■ »l  a real  war  tempo.  Others  look  service  in  the  hospitals  or 
accompanied  the  doctors  with  the  ambulances.  Others  remained 
at  the  head  of  their  organisations. 

The  lirst  feverish  weeks  passed  and  with  them  passed  some 
en  the  disorder  engendered  by  the  situation.  Above  all  what 
was  clear  was  the  need  for  organisation. 

What*  in  principle,  seemed  to  he  a minor  conflict,  easily 
suppressed,  turned  out  to  be  more  serious.  Even  at  this  time 
i:  had  ceased  to  be  a civil  war,  Germany  and  Italy  began  to 
send  material  and  troops  to  the  rebel  generals  I he  war  became 
an  invasion.  All  that  our  people  had  was  their  courage  and 
their  bare  hands,  against  Krupp's  artillery  and  C’npronis  and 
Savoias.  Evidently,  courage  was  not  enough.  It  was  necessary 
to  organise  a real  army  and  a united  command. 

The  youth,  convinced  of  the  importance  of  their  role,  began 
to  swell  the  ranks  ol  the  army  with  the  best  of  their  men.  already 
proved  in  struggle,  and  who  were  to  reveal  themselves  as 
potential  leaders  and  aviators.  From  the  very  beginning  of  the 
war  the  factories  had  been  deserted.  So  were  the  political  organr 
sations.  Many,  therefore,  had  to  return  from  the  I roots  to  take 
up  their  former  work  and  carry  it  on,  not  in  the  old  way,  but 
with  accelerated  vigour  Boys  in  the  factories  transferred  the 
heightened  rhythm  of  their  pulses  to  the  machinery.  1 he  cen- 
tralising of  organisation  was  the  best  method  of  helping  the 
Government  cause,  The  voting  girls*  workshops,  previously 
small  and  scattered,  were  co-ordinated  under  the  military  ad- 
ministration. 

ITiis  was  in  the  first  days  of  November,  ihey  were  days 
of  t raged y for  the  Madrilcnos,  but  even  more  disastrous  lor  the 
rebels,  who  had  thought  they  could  settle  the  Republic  quickly 
by  taking  the  capital-  With  ever  increasing  ardour,  the  youth 
showed  Ibdr  maturity*  their  new  sense  ol  responsibility.  In 
helping  the  defence  junta,  under  General  Xfittja.  they  were  given 
responsible  positions,  some  of  them  as  important  as  public  order* 
the  press*  etc.  It  was  not  only  the  youth  of  Madrid  who  helped 
to  save  the  situation.  All  over  loyal  Spain*  in  the  trenches,  in 
the  fields  and  factories,  in  offices.  youth  was  doing  its  share. 
The  youth  of  Valencia  helped  to  evacuate  Madrid,  providing 
shelter  and  care  for  the  women  and  children  in  an  attempt  to 
save  them  from  terrible  air  raids.  The  same  was  done  by  the 
Catalonian  youth. 

in  Valencia*  January.  1937,  a Youth  Conference  was 
organised  by  the  United  Socialist  Youth.  But  this  was  more 
than  a conference  of  one  organisation  : it  was*  as  every  one 
recognised*  a conference  of  the  youth  us  a whole.  Young  people 
from  all  organisations  took  part.  Beside  the  leaders  were  young 
officers  from  the  army*  soldiers*  intellectuals*  and  girls.  Worn 
this  conference  were  drawn  lessons  of  vital  importance,  direc- 
tives which  remain  printed  on  the  minds  of  the  whole  of  Spanish 
youth  and  which  they  have  been  folio  wing  unceasingly  since  that 
time.  Jt  was  there  that  the  first  anti-lank  fighters  spoke ; their 
lessons  served  to  broaden  the  movement  which  is  our  glory  to- 
day. It  was  there  that  the  independent  organisation  for  girls 
was  set  up*  a broad  organisation  which  includes  young  people 
of  all  tendencies  and  which  is  known  to-day  as  The  Union  nf 
Young  GUIs  of  Spain*  Above  all.  ii  was  from  this  conference 
that  the  Young  Anti-fascist  Alliance  was  developed  ; to-day  it 
is  a magnificent  reality. 

The  enormous  mass  of  the  youth  who  form  the  ranks  of  the 
Republican  Army  have  important  things  to  think  of  besides  the 
daily  preoccupations  of  waging  war.  For  the  youth  organisa- 
tions are  expected  to  provide  leaders*  officers,  and  commissars  ; 
some  of  them  are  less  than  23  years  of  age.  Aided  by  their 
men,  they  are  constantly  giving  new  impetus  to  their  units.  Few 
units  do  not  possess  an  educational  club  for  the  men*  where  the 


soldiers  may  read  and  think*  m order  to  apply  q* 
which  come  from  the  rearguard.  At  the  same  Un* 
youth  urc  fighting  and  dying  m the  army,  they  are  * 
acquire  cultural  and  technical  knowledge  useful  for  the  a, 
they  are  defending.  The  youth  were  the  first  to  form  the 
i, ink  and  ami-aircraft  brigades.  It  is  they  who  have  done 
greatest  deeds  of  heroism  in  the  air  and  at  «a.  The y haw 
v nried  out  exploits  like  that  of  St*: u*  Luis  Diez  ; and  their  leitur* 
tttue  K passed  in  polishing  and  cleaning  their  weapons  so  sijl 
economise  to  the  utmost  degree  on  material  which  h so  much 


needed  in  the  rear. 


\ he  youth*  and  especially  the  girls,  taking  the  pl&c*  ^ 
responsible  comrades  who  have  gone  to  the  front,  carry  on  thl 
fight  in  ihc  rear.  They  work  with  a magnificent  spirit,  scejoZ 
only  tu  make  each  day's  work  belter  than  yesterdays.  NoJ 
every  factory  worked  hy  the  youth  is  noted  for  its  shock  brigade 
However  tired  one  is.  one  has  to  do  the  job  better  in  the 
space  ol  time-  1 o care  for  the  machine  as  if  it  were  a personal 
treasure,  the  vital  instrument  with  which  one  works  to 
victory.  And*  coming  out  of  the  factory  or  workshop,  i<> 
time  lor  repairing  and  restoring  everything  which  may  be  useful 
to  the  Government.  I he  JfWlh  issued  Ihc  call  to  collect 
old  i on:  in  a for: nigh:  thousands  of  :onv  had  been  collected 
In  the  same  fortnight  metre  upon  mdre  of  barbed  wire  was  scat 
to  the  front  to  contribute  to  the  dele  nee  of  poritionv  The  pip* 
factories  received  ton;>  of  old  clothes, 

J he  whole  ol  our  you  lb  has  learnt  to  repeat  : "Theharvat 
ix  sacred/1  " Not  a grain  of  com,  not  a single  fruit  shall  be 
lost/'  is  the  response.  The  promise  has  been  kept.  The  soldiers, 
workers*  voting  girls,  all  ipend  their  free  hours  in  the  country 
helping  the  peasants.  In  the  fields  of  Spain  to-day  only  the  old 
people  remain.  The  young  men  have  exchanged  the  plough  for 
the  rifle  : but  they  have  not  abandoned  the  plough  completely. 
Whenever  it  is  possible,  and  whenever  it  is  necessary*,  young  rrea 
and  girls  return  to  the  hard  work  in  the  fields.  They  havt 
brought  in  several  harvests-  Now  that  they  have  gained  the 
battle  of  reaping,  they  will  gain  the  battle  of  sowing. 

The  young" peasant  girls  want  to  remain  peasants.  Other* 
W;mt  to  learn  to  be  so.  That  is  why  we  have  established  fann- 
xchook*  so  that  the  Spanish  countryside  may  be  able  to  provide 
supplies  for  its  army  and  civil  population,  and,  in  the  future,  be 
one  of  the  real  sources  of  wealth  in  the  new  Spain. 

All  youth's  activities  are  dominated  by  a great  spirit  of 
construction  ; they  have  a vast  hunger  for  knowledge,  to  taww 
more  and  to  be  of  more  use.  Confronted  with  the  efleffiyi 
work  of  destruction,  they  redouble  their  desire  to  triumph,  to 
^ain  victors* .which  will  enable  them  to  build- 


apanese  Invasion 


Struggle 


By  James  Gordon 

WHEN  the  civil  war  was  still  raging  in  China,  the  Chinese 
' * youth  and  students  played  an  important  role  in 
national  unity  and  building  up  the  united  front  ^ 

Japanese  imperial  aggression-  In  1931  the  Chinee  Oonftjrai^™ 
Party*  faced  by  the  Japanese  invasion  of  Manchuria,  dea*rm 
publicly  its  policy  of  " internal  peace  and  resistance 
Japan/'  In  1935  the  Communist  Party  published  the 
August  \ declaration,  calling  for  the  establishment  ol  » 
national  united  front  against  the  Japanese  invasion.  At__ 
of  the  same  year*  when  the  Japanese  armies  were 
continue  their  advance  into  ihc  live  northern 
of  thousands  of  Chinese  students*  starting  witntw*  ^ 
Peiping  demonstrations  of  December  9 and  16,  detnc»s«^^ 
ihc  main  twenty  cities,  carried  on  strikes,  in  w 

pied  the  stations  and  commandeered  trains  to  drive 
Nankin  the  capital;  calling  for  the  cessation  of  tw 
united  action  by  the  different  political  parties  and  tor^ 


milieu  iiviiLTii  uy  me  imiviviu  jivuhwm  r***™  _ , jfmie 

of  nil  armies  and  all  forces  of  the  Chinese 
the  Japanese  invaders  and  defend  the  territorial  iflteiriv 


country.  . , tJ  -t  Jar 

In  July,  1937,  after  the  Lukouchiao  incfdM} “j/1^ 

miliatrists  began  a large  scale  war  of  aggression 
people.  With  the  end  of  the  civil  war  and  the 
unity  between  Communist  and  Kuominnnf  parties 
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5SrnS?rtm  towardi  ,hc 

tion  .l^rudem  :iilJ!ank?w  ™*  May  26  of  this  year  fo  ,j,e  h 

i^rf  K ^ Chi"a-  "W  Mfa* 


d ' stud™.  a!J(e,nkow  May  26  of  this  ycir  to  the  Intcrna- 

Urv  nf  h/rl^lcgJ!'°n  ‘ha,  visllc<1  China.  If 
lary  of  the  Chinese  Commurmi  Parly,  said;^ 

ccisdc^Iv  Vrfr  '.Y^  ?at  lh!  C hincMS  youth  have  Mrugglcd 
iml  fnr  ! K‘  hl|U  1Wo  dccffJ<*  intellectual  freedom 
tile  r htue'1  Lrn<i  :Imj  ^acc-  W«N  also  be  aware  that 

ommniYa  posscss  aa  international  spirit  which  has 

Kp  ctl  A110™10  co'°Pcra[c  with  the  youth  all  over  ihe 
m?r  \m-  thc  (^ration  of  mankind.  ...  Of  the  millions  of 

coL^m,CrlfleKl,nSua?d  d>m«  ;it  <hc  frotUt  y^Uflg  men 
coiiMituie  the  overwhelming  majority.  Our  youth  have 

organised  countless  wartime  service  corps  working  at  the 

Ironi  :itid  m the  rear.  Six  hundred  young  Chinese  soldiers 

defended  Paoshan  (near  Shanghai)  literally  to  the  last  man. 

t was  our  youth  who  formed  thc  Doomed  Battalion  of  £00. 

It  is  out  youth  who  are  fighting  in  the  air  defence.  U Kuci- 

ran  brought  down  a dozen  enemy  planes  on  February  18, 

and  gave  his  life  to  his  country.  Chen  IIueiMu i.  when 

wound etl.  crashed  his  plane  against  an  enemy  one  so  that 

he  willingly  died  with  his  enemy.  Yen  Hoi-Wen.  after 

having  made  a forced  landing  behind  thc  enemy's  lines. 

killed  ten  enemies  and  then  himself.  They  were  still  in  their 

twenties  when  they  died  in  defence  of  their  country.  On 

May  19.  Hsu  Hsian-Sheng,  Tan#  Yen-Po,  Chian#  Shao-Yu. 

/fan  Ruang^Jftta.  An  Sih-Chht  and  Met  Yuan-Pei  made  a 

surprise  appearance  over  thc  Japanese  islands  and  dropped. 

not  bombs,  but  leaflets.  These  brave  aviators  are  young 

men.  Lin  Pino,  the  famous  commander  of  8th  Route  Army* 

credited  with  a major  victory  at  the  battle  of  Ping  Hsing 

Katmg.  is  a modern  knight  of  2S.  Nieh  Enh.  thc  famous 

composer  and  author  of  the  1 March  of  the  Volunteers  ' and 

many  other  songs  on  national  themes,  sung  by  millions  of 

people  in  China,  was  scarcely  24  years  old  when  he  left  the 

world  which  worshipped  him." 

A view  of  thc  Chinese  army  to-day.  both  soldiers  ami  officers, 
gives  the  strong  impression  that  it  is  an  army  of  the  youth.  In 
all  universities  and  secondary  schools  of  the  country  the  students 
follow  courses  of  military  training,  young  men  as  well  as  young 
women.  In  the  villages  of  Kwaniung  and  other  provinces,  under 
thc  leadership  of  the  young  peasants,  self-defence  groups  arc 
organised.  '1  he  peasant  youth  play  a role  of  special  importance 
in  the  different  partisan  units  all  over  China,  and  in  these  the 
students,  particularly  the  students  whose  universities  and  schools 
have  been  destroyed  or  occupied  by  thc  Japanese  armies,  arc  also 
very  active.  One  of  the  guerilla  units  operating  around  Peiping  is 
known  to  the  people  as  “thc  Students  Army/'  In  the  $th  Route 
Army  Schools,  and  in  the  partisan  schools  in  other  pans  of  the 
country,  as.  for  example,  at  Kinghua  in  Chekiang  province,  young 
workers  and  peasants  come  from  all  parts  of  thc  country  to  learn 
the  tactics  of  guerilla  warfare,  and  at  the  same  time  to  study 
reading  anti  writing,  the  history  of  their  country  and  international 
affairs  so  that  when  they  go  to  war.  fully  conscious  of  why  they 
arc  fighting  and  the  justice  of  their  struggle  against  Japanese 
imperialism,  they  arc  infinitely  superior  in  morale  to  the  young 
Japanese  soldiers  conscripted  against  their  will  to  carry  on  a war 
of  aggression  in  a foreign  land.  Youth  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  arc  docking  to  the  different  political  and  military  irain- 
ina  institutes  to  prepare  themselves  for  officers  rank  or  to  join 
thc  ranks  of  the  “ Political  Workers"  who  are  attached  to  m?-** 
sections  of  thc  army,  and  whose  task  is  to  carry  on  work 


Ihl  ranks  of  the  “ PSTitical  Workers  " who  arc  attached  to  many 

tj-riinns  of  the  army,  and  whose  task  is  to  carry  on  work  of 

education  amongst  ihe  troops,  intelligence  work,  wntacl  work 

with  thc  Japanese  troops,  and  to  i, orm  sohd  lm  .*  0,^!d^  P 

and  cooperation  between  the  army  and  the  people  I »*■  ' < * 

lutf  of  National  Liberation  of  China."  organisation  of  bc 

ndvanccd  youth  founded  three  years  ago.  organised  soon  after  the 
nuv.incco  j«  f ,h  f guerilla  warfare,  who  are 

BiM,,  ?ZiXo-shcnr,  army  in  Shantung.  withCW 
KgyaX  around  Peiping,  and  in  the  provinces  of  Shansi. 

^°^'i*h!nd<ihc  lines  the  Chinese  youth  is  carrying  on  the  work 
Mocl.  ■><  >r-«  ««*  «?  «“  f”!  IfSfuS*  i,  c*rfcd  OO  by 


ihe  youth,  fn  ihe  hovpit.ih  and  drevMOE- stations,  thrxigh  h-rk. 
oi  experienced  doctors  and  nurvex,  a heavy  rexpons:b+1.u 
on  the  vhuutderx  of  thc  youih*  Student  a th  on : > a 
rncdic.il  tr-iinm^  have  to  perform  vcirauv  ope-iuoas,  the  vaV  o-j\ 
youth  and  school  organisations  send  “ comforting  it.  t ,c 

front,  and  vend  groups  to  the  hospitals  to  drew  the  wo*indx 
and  ante  letters  for  the  soldier vcrvc  their  food,  sinp  re..d 
to  them.  The  Boy  Scouts  and  Girl  Guides  orgauisatiom  also 
form  Red  Croix  Groups,  and  relief  groups,  and  carry  out  .vn- 
espionage  work.  The  Shanghai  Boy  Scoun  pbvcd  a prominent 
part  in  the  defence  of  their  city,  *fhc  Y.M  t A.  and  Y.U  C \ 
organize  popular  education  travelling  groups,  relief  works  of  all 
sons,  war  service  groups  that  distribute  food  at  the  front  to  the 
troops  and  wounded,  popuUr  ckiVvcs  tn  defence  from  pas  r,J 
air  raid  attacks.  The  student  organisations  carry  on  work  of 
popular  education*  of  relief  for  refugees,  of  aid  to  the  wounded, 
as  well  as  organising  the  people  lot  defence  m t!ic  rear.  Th  = .r 
organisations  arc  developing  rapidly.  At  the  2nd  Smi  mal  Con- 
fere  nee  of  the  Chinese  Student  Union  for  Sationai  Salveti** 7, 
held  in  Hankow  last  March,  600,000  students  from  schools  „.id 
universities  alt  over  China  were  represented,  the  young  workers 
have  given  a great  example  of  heroism  behind  the  bncs,  where 
they  organised  shock  groups  on  thc  railways  to  regain  the  lines 
destroyed  by  bombshell,  and  the  young  employees  of  the  cr»il 
aviation  companies  have  aKo  done  heroic  work  to  maintain  com* 
mun  teat  ions  which  arc  so  precious  for  national  defence. 

In  thc  Shensi -Kansu-Singhsia  Border  Region,  former  Soviet 
Region  of  China*  about  a million  people  live  under  a democratic 
administration  with  universal  suffrage*  and  full  freedom  of  speech* 
assembly  and  press*  In  thc  Border  Region*  which  g.vc-i  an 
example  of  democracy  and  of  mobilisation  for  resistance  to 
Japanese  imperialism  to  the  provinces  o:  China,  ma:e  than 
90  ps'f  cent,  of  thc  people  arc  organised  in  vasi  voluntary  ma's 
organisations  of  peasants,  workers,  merchants,  intellectuals,  etc. 

In  the  hist  annual  report  of  thc  Border  Region  Government, 
written  by  Lin  C/fM-//ert(  its  President,  he  virilesr  "Most  ps'U- 
tical,  military  and  social  work  in  the  Border  Region  is  under* 
taken  by  ihe  younger  generation.  In  fact*  nothing  can  succeed 
very  far  without  the  courage*  ability,  cmhuvasm  and  energy  of 
south."  In  the  Border  Region  education  is  extended  to  a very 
large  percentage  of  the  population  and  is  rapidly  spreading  under 
the  efforts  of  the  Bureau  of  Education.  The  curriculum  of  the 
schools,  of  the  universities  like  the  Anti-Japanese  University 
(Kang-dc),  the  North  Shansi  Academy  {Shen;xik  the  Lu  Hum 
Arts  School,  aims  to  increase  the  military  and  political  knowledge 
of  the  students  so  that  they  can  play  an  effective  role  in  national 
defence.  Tens  of  thousands  of  young  men  and  women  have  lc*t 
these  schools  and  universities  to  lake  important  pests  m military, 
political  and  social  life.  WiOl  the  of  the  Border  Region  Gov- 
ernment the  “'Youth  \orthAi  c$t  \attanal  Salvation  Association 
has  been  organised  with  tens  of  ihousarids  of  members,  where  the 
youth  receive  political  and  military  training,  and  through  wh  ch 
they  carry  on  work  of  social  service  and  relief  and  education* 

The  Youth  North-West  National  Salvation  Association  hu* 
its  own  University — thc  " Youth  Training  Institute  " where,  with 
a voung  worker  as  “ Rector " of  ihe  UmvcrsUy*  with  teachers, 

mostly  youths  who  have  experwj«  in  wSrkm 

National  salvation  work,  about  2.000  >oung  peas-m  . otix. 
and  students  from  all  parts  of  the  countr>  base  come  to  P«Rwe 
themselves  (or  work  in  the  army  or  soejat  or  poli.ival 

org.imsaUi.ii;  ^ ^ Ycn-an.  capital  of  the  Border  Ref0".  a 
in-  delegation  posed  thc  following  question  to  MooTs*' -Tune. 

S oSKSS.®!,-"  " h..  *.  r«.!^.?.»^gg*g.f 

ihe  Chinese  students  and  youth  during  the  war  of  resistance. 

He  answe^d.^  and  youlh  have  their  general  duty 

MlSESJ S rawi  do.  that  is  to  say.  they  must  develop 

ih*  vv  r of  rcsisiancc.  maintain  the  united  front,  sustain  xhe 
hc  imperialism  and  build  a new  rtpub- 

On  the  other  hand  thc  special  duty  of  Chinese 


camps 


in  the  western  provinces  to  receive 


fession.  On  the 

While  pursuing  th£  ««dSTbSy  have  the  HgM  ua 


* fc,w  ■ K>  litrukiglc  for  ihcir  own  nghiv, 

students  and  youih*  - * ■ ^ ^y^alional  reform. 

for  the  opportunity  v * h \^  the  rizhl 


participate  in  work  of  national  salvation,  10  organise  student 
nna  patriotic  associations,  to  vole,  and  to  l>e  elected  above 
jnc  age  of  1$,  u>  obtain  free  education.  * 

Hy  developing  the  unity  m their  own  ranks,  by  their  work  or 
popular  education  throughout  the  country  and  for  the  extension 
of  education  to  the  nation  as  a whole,  by  their  heroic  work  at  the 
front  and  behind  the  lines  tor  national  defence  against  the 
Japanese  invasion,  the  C hinese  youth  have  gone  far  along  the 
road  indicated  by  Xfito+Tse-Ttuis?.  and  have  shown  that  they  con* 
stder  the  struggle  tor  national  independence  against  the  Japanese 
imperialist  invasion  as  the  main  task  facing  them  at  this  hour. 


Youth  in  the  United  States 


liy  C.  Ross 

Y°U1  H has  as  much  incentive  to-day  as  ever  Tor  socially 
constructive  things.  Youth  wants  to  marry,  to  raise  families, 
to  own  land,  to  study,  learn,  invent,  create,  write,  act,  sing,  and 
hitch  their  wagons  to  every  star  in  our  national  firmament — and 
these  things,  on  a limited  scale,  are  being  made  possible,  exactly 
through  the  iVru-  Dad  and  ihrouch  die  extension  of  the  New 
Deal  which  all  progressives  demand. 

Such  an  extension  of  the  New  Deal  programme  was 
suggested  in  the  American  Youth  Act.  introduced  in  Congress  by 
Farmer-Labour  Senator  Lundecn.  That  Act,  sponsored  by  the 
American  Youth  Congress,  and  supported  by  millions  of  youth, 
by  the  CJ.O . and  thousands  of  rank-and-file  AT,  of  L.  members, 
asks  that  every  unemployed  and  needy  young  person,  worker, 
farmer  or  student,  between  the  ages  of  16  and  30  be  guaranteed 
a public  works  job  or  a chance  to  go  to  school  It  provided  for 
the  establishment  of  a permanent  National  Youth  Administration 
and  the  appropriation  of  $500,000,000  to  put  the  programme  into 
effect,  Adequate  wages  at  irade  union  levels  would  be  guaranteed, 
discrimination  because  of  race,  colour,  religion  or  any  other 
reason  would  not  he  permitted,  and  young  people  through  their 
organisations  would  share  in  the  administration  of  the  Act. 

This  Ac:  deserves  the  support  of  every  American.  It  is 
legislation  such  as  outlined  in  ihc  principles  of  the  American 
Youth  Act  that  a progressive  Congress  would  pass. 

On  the  other  hand,  a Congress  of  reactionary  enemies  of  the 
New  Deal  would  destroy  every  step  forward  that  has  been  made. 

They  arc  already  aiming  at  scuttling  the  Wagner  National 
Labour  Relations  Act,  the  new  charter  of  labour  rights,  lor  the 
young  people  who  forge  steel  in  ihc  mills  of  Pittsburgh,  assemble 
autos  in  Detroit,  slaughter  hogs  in  Chicago,  and  sail  ihc  seven 
seas  in  ships  that  leave  from  San  Francisco,  New  Orleans,  or 
Rail; more — for  these  millions,  the  Wagner  Act  has  guaranteed 
the  right  to  organic  and  bargain  collectively  for  the  improve- 
ment of  economic  conditions*  In  the  last  three  years,  labour 
has  stormed  the  strongholds  of  the  open  shop.  Through  ihc 
united  action  of  AT.  of  L.  and  CJ.O.  unions*  labour  has  secured 
the  right  to  collective  bargaining  and  the  enactment  of  minimum 
wage  and  maximum  hour  standards  in  industry. 

Reactionaries  of  both  parties  arc  Slacking  these  extensions 
of  labour's  rights,  under  the  guise  of  amending  the  Wagner  Act* 
The  reactionaries  arc  even  aiming  at  the  overthrow  of  the 
National  Administration  and  the  will  of  the  majority  of  ihc  people 
in  order  to  gain  political  power  for  themselves. 

This  struggle  for  political  power,  ibis  attack  upon  democratic 
government  is  the  programme  of  Big  Business,  it  is  a programme 
moving  towards  fascism.  Secretary  of  Inictrior  Htirohl  takes 
sized  up  Ibis  struggle  properly  as  the  conflict  of  plutocracy  against 
democracy,  in  simple  language— of  democracy  against  fascism, 
Fascism,  which  is  the  rule  of  Big  Business  by  force  and 
violence,  is  threatening  America.  But  the  important  thing  to  see 
i%  that  American  fascism  seeks  a disguise.  That  disguise,  without 
which  American  fascism  would  he  easily  recognised,  and 
scotched,  is  the  disguise  of  democracy;  it  is  the  patriotism  (hat 
is  the  Iasi  resort  of  a scoundrel. 

The  reactionaries  keep  shouting  that  Roosevelt  is  the  dictator, 
while  it  is  they  alone  who  arc  preparing  for  dictatorship.  The 
American  people  remember  only  too  well  their  misery  under  the 
"Old  Deal  " and  the  Republicans.  They  aren't  fooled  by  the 
cry  of  *l  New  Deal  dictatorship/1  The  reactionaries  keep 
accusing  labour  of  violence,  but  it  is  they  alone  who  have  private 
storm*  troops.  armed  guards,  arsenals  of  tear  gas  bombs,  spies 
and  vigilantes,  as  the  La  Toilette  Committee  revealed.  They  keep 


slum tmg  that  democracy  is  endangered,  but  h k iW  wk* 
planning  the  death-knell  of  democracy.  *** 

In  their  work  ihc  reactionaries  use  the  Trotskyites 
l.ovcsUinitc-s,  agents  of  fascism,  who  use  "super- revolution*^ 
phrases  lo  attack  Ihc  New  Deal,  thus  aiding  reaction  arvd  or 
n voting  confusion,  division  and  disruption  among  the  people 

We  have  been  touching  only  on  domestic  ksuty  Fasom* 
is  an  international  menace.  801 

Let  it  be  clear  that  in  the  modern  world  there  U nothin 
like  isolation.  Distance  shrinks  daily.  Hughes  fij«  a ’plmJ 
around  the  world  m less  lhan  four  days,  and  Corrigan  Sw 
a rickety  crate  across  the  Atlanlic  in  less  lime  than  Ltndber*h 
The  whole  world  is  interrelated  by  international  trade,  by  a n« 
work  of  cables,  short  wave  communications,  by  a crisscross  of 
national  business,  and  cultural  interests  in  which  there  can  be 
no  neutrality.  War  anywhere  can  lead  to  war  everywhere. 

What  can  keep  America  out  of  war  at  this  lease  moment 
when  war  is  raging  in  Spain  and  China  and  threatens  Cerunl 
Fur  ope?  Obviously,  it  is  only  the  co-operation  of  ihe  American 
people  and  their  Government,  with  the  democratic  peoples  of 
the  world,  that  can  keep  America  out  of  war  by  keeping  war 
out  of  ihc  world. 

President  Roosevelt  gave  the  outlines  of  such  a co-operative 
policy  when  he  declared  on  October  5*  1937,  that  the  treaty* 
breakers  and  war-makers  must  be  quarantined.  The  American 
people  favour  such  co-operation  for  peace,  and  the  reactionaries 
and  their  agents,  the  followers  of  Troisky  and  of  Jay  Loveflone. 
gnash  their  teeth  every  time  the  President  or  the  Secretary  of 
State  restate  their  stand. 

The  issue  to-day  is  whether  the  United  Stales  shall  permit 
Hiller.  Mussolini  with  the  help  of  Chamberlain  to  drag  Ihe  world 
into  war;  or  whether  the  United  Slates  in  co-operation  with  the 
democracies  of  the  world  w ill  act  to  stop  the  war- makers  before  it 
is  too  late.  Peace  can  be  restored  and  maintained  by  effective 
action. 

Wo  stand  for  several  simple  things.  For  the  kind  of  pro- 
gramme worked  out  by  delegates  of  fifty-four  countries  at  the 
Second  World  Youth  Congress  held  at  Vassar  in  August,  We 
want  the  Government*  in  line  with  Roosevelt  s statements,  to 
help  end  the  war  in  .Spain  by  opening  our  markets  to  normal 
trade  with  the  Republican  Government  of  Spain,  permitting  them 
to  buy  the  materials  needed  to  drive  out  the  German  and  Italian 
fascist  invaders.  Instead  of  denying  the  means  of  self-defence 
to  the  people  of  Spain,  American  markets  should  be  closed  to 
Germany  and  Italy  so  that  they  cannot  buy  bombs  and  munitions 
for  murdering  innocent  men,  women  and  children. 

It  is  an  American  programme.  To  keep  out  of  war. 
America  must  act  to  quarantine  the  war-makers,  support  the 
"Good  Neighbour  " policy  in  the  Western  Hemisphere,  back  up 
ihc  people's  boycott  of  Japanese  goods  by  withholding  shipment 
of  war  materials  to  Japan, 

This  programme  will  not  lead  to  wpar  because  the  fascists  are 
only  strong  when  ihc  democracies  arc  disunited.  The  fascist  wit 
machines  could  be  crippled  if  they  were  cut  off  from  war  supplies 
and  faced  ihe  united  stand  of  France.  England,  the  United  Sutes 
and  the  Soviet  Union. 

Clearly,  young  people  cannot  solve  these  problems  alone, 
but  youth  can  give  its  active  co-operation.  t 

Young  people  in  the  factories  and  shops  are  joining  ihe  trad* 
unions,  and  new  young  leaders  arc  arising  from  the  ranks  o\ 
labour.  College  students  arc  pioneering,  ihrough  such  orgijU' 
nations  as  the  American  Student  Union,  to  win  their  classmate* 
to  make  the  campus  a fortress  of  democracy.  Farm  youth 
to  express  new-  progressive  sentiments  through  their  or^ndOTons- 
Protestant  youth  are  joining  hands  in  a movement  of  ”Chrtswj 
Youth  Building  a New  World."  Negro  youth  are  batMmr 
own  united  movements  and  the  great  Southern  Negro  to 
Congress,.  Youth  of  every  faith,  creed,  colour  and  pouUw 
opinion  have  united  in  the  great  American  Youth  COfflgjw 
around  common  ideals  and  principles  that  permit  maxim 

unity  around  a minimum  programme.  , , , 

Young  people  who  arc  politically  alert  are  joining  and  ou 
ing  progressive  political  organisations  in  all  parts  ofw  coun^j 
such  as  Labour's  Non-Partisan  League,  the  ArojogJJgg 
Party,  ihe  Minnesota  Farmer-Labour  movement,  the  Wwnmg^ 
Commonwealth  Federation  and  New  Deit  Young 
Clubs. 
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WR  SHALL  NLVLR  FORGET? 

iUiter  from  the  United  Young  SothPists  of  Spain  to 
rfu  gallant  volunteers  of  the  glorious  international  Brigades.) 
uC  ^mcm  wflcn  V°u  arc  about  to  Jay  down  ihc  arms  with 

rtf’?  f0r  iw°  >'c;,rs  you  hav*  defended  in  the  front  lines 
our  liberty  and  independence,  accept,  heroic  soldiers  of  the 

i~V°nal  *nSadc*;  m thc  <wme  of  all  people  and  all  the 
social  classes  of  our  fatherland  which  is  at  war.  the  collective 

€Xifr<LS,0ni-0^  °LJr  ?^cclian  *or  Y°Uj  The  young  united  Socialists, 
who  have  fought  for  so  many  months  shoulder  to  shoulder  with 

you  at  ihc  front,  want  to  be  the  first  to  express  this  affection 

You  came  to  Spain  filled  with  enthusiasm  for  she  cause  of 
liberty  and  justice  and  eager  to  contribute  with  the  generous 
sacrifice  of  your  lives  to  ihc  free  future  or  our  people  and  the 
ha  ppm  ess  of  its  youth.  You  have  been  the  real  volunteers,  our 
Incnds  of  all  nations  and  from  all  countries.  United  with  the 

people  you  have  taken  a rifle  and  fought  at  the  side  of  our 
military  units. 

The  best  heroes  of  the  world  fight  against  fascism  he  buried 
in  Spain;  they  died  lighting  against  Italian  and  German  invasion. 
Hans  Beimlcr,  Nmo  Nunelti,  and  so  many  others  already  occupy 
in  place  on  the  roll  of  honour  of  our  besffnends  who  have  fallen 
in  battle.  In  remembering  their  heroism  and  yours,  their  example 
and  yours,  we  greet  you  at  this  hour  of  your  departure. 

The  Spanish  youth  wilt  never  forget  you.  Wc  shall  drisc 
the  foreign  invader  from  our  country.  The  Republic  will  triumph 
over  fascism.  The  Youth  of  Spain  will  enjoy  a future  of  well- 
being, work  and  culture.  And  in  the  hours  of  peace  and  victory 
we  shall  remember  as  an  example  and  inspiration  your  noble 
and  disinterested  assistance. 

Dear  comrades,  you  may  depart  with  a feeling  of  content  r 
you  were  exemplary  chiefs,  self-sacrificing  officers,  firm  and 
capable  commissars,  heroic  soldiers.  You  have  fulfilled  com- 
pletely your  duty  as  anti-fascists.  Two  years  ago,  during  ihe 
difficult  days  of  November  in  Madrid,  you  were  the  first  to 
arrive.  You  helped  to  defend  Ihc  capital  of  our  Republic.  Thc 
enthusiastic  banners  of  thc  youlh  which  at  this  moment  greet 
you,  are  raised  aloft  to-day  as  joyous  and  optimistic  as  ever  to 
say  to  you:  International  comrades:  Long  live  (he  Spanish 
Republic!  Long  live  unli-fascist  solidarity,  death  to  fascism! 
Salud. 

(Signed)  Santiago  Car i Ho. 
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, "['Tn*,  01  ;hous;,nd'  of  young  tighten,  to  Spain  iv 
explained  by  the  aimovt  instinctive  impulse  animating  south  to 

place  itself  m the  service  of  noble  causes;  it  may  be  attributed 
, to  <he  growing  realisation  among  >oung  people  thar 
l.tscjsm  can  brmg  only  ruin  and  devpair*  and  that  it  m ust  be 
lough:  every  inch  of  \hc  vsaj  in  order 
the  world. 

Bui  who 
they?  There 


:o  pre^em  ns  conquering 


were  these  young  volunteers  and  whence  came 
wav  Louis  Ptrrault , a young  worker  of  Paris. 
kil,.ed  .it  thc  age  ot  28  while  engaged  on  an  important  mission: 
Arthur,  a voting  metal  worker  from  Ihc  Ruhr,  who  was  killed 
w ften  fighting  with  the  ThaeJmann  Bat 'alien:  Canien,  a young 
leader  of  the  Italian  youth,  who  was  killed  during  an  ertgagemeni 
of  the  1 ?th  Brigade,  of  which  hc  had  just  been  made  political 
commissar;  Fritz,  a Berlin  youngster,  who  won  promotion  to 
captain:  Marvel  Pimpattd,  u young  Pans  barber,  who,  after  being 
twice  wounded*  returned  to  the  front  almost  before  his  injuries 
had  healed,  againsi  the  orders  of  the  base  commander;  5porf<ira> 
who.  thanks  to  his  quiet  cemrage,  was  made  chief  of  operations 
to  Commander  Sugmer  of  thc  !4:h  Brigade;  Pierre  Georges,  who 
left  for  Spain  when  only  sivteen-and-a-half  years  old*  and  who 
returned  at  IS*  badly  wounded,  but  proudly  wearing  hi' 
lieutenant's  stripes;  Granet.  another  Paris  boy,  aged  16,  who, 
when  refused  on  account  of  his  youth,  conspired  with  a friend  to 
make  it  appear  that  hc  was  older. 

Progressive  youth  the  world  over  salutes  them  wkh  respect; 
bin  this  is  no  purely  formal  gesture.  It  is  a greeting  to  these 
young  fighters  from  a youth  which  desires  a clear  and  happy 
future  and  which  realises  that  its  destiny  is  intimately  linked 
with  that  of  young  Spain, 

That  is  why  this  greeting  from  the  progressive  youlh  of  the 
world  finds  expression  in  collections  On  the  streets  for  the 
Republic's  victory,  why  it  is  expressed  in  alt  forms  of  self-denial 
willingly  undertaken  in  order  that  the  children  of  Spain  may 
have  food,  and  in  the  moral  and  material  aid  to  thc  new  soldiers 
of  Spain  who  for  over  two  years  have  nobly  held  the  lines  against 
the  fascist  invaders. 

Their  welcome  is  expressed  in  the  thousands  of  pounds 
which  have  been  collected,  penny  by  penny;  and  rt  h this  welcome 
which  must  be  continued. 

In  these  activities*  the  young  veterans  of  the  International 
Brigade  will  be  serving  in  the  front  ranks,  as  always.  In  fact* 
they  do  not  consider  that  they  have  been  demobilised.  They1  have 
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™ercly  changed  sector*:  formerly  they  fought.  rille  m hand  [ 
hey  have  returned  to  their  own  countries,  armed  with  argun  ^ ■ 

nho  is  better  fitted  than  u volunteer  to  convince  me  jnas  c 
of  the  youth  as  to  the  real  situation  in  Spain?  And  who  t»tUti 
defter  convince  them  of  the  nd\  teibilil.v  ot  followtns  the  cxaiiipis 
of  the  youth  of  Spain,  and  achieving  unity?  Ami  who  co 
better  drive  home  the  necessity  of  rendering  cvei  greater  iu  t 
lo  a Spain  which  has  been  invaded  by  fascism?  * , 

On  leaving  Spain,  the  volunteers  took  an  oath  that  the)  1 
devote  all  their  time  to  the  defence  of  the  Spanish  peope  Bom 
w®om  they  parted  with  such  regret,  although  understanding  the 
political  and  tactical  reasons  for  tins  parting.  ... 

in  the  fulfilment  of  this  pledge,  each  young  volunteer 
have  at  his  side  the  progressive  youth  ol  the  world:  he  will  h.ixt 
tSic  help  of  young  Communists,  Socialists,  IX* numerals  nut 
Christians  who,  in  a number  of  countries,  base  already  manages 
<0  unite  to  render  this  aid. 

In  Great  Britain,  in  America,  in  Prance  and  other  countries 
the  young  volunteer  will  find  self-denial  committees  which  ha%e 
til  ready  collected  considerable  sums  and  which  intend  to  continue 
their  activities  until  the  victory  of  the  Spanish  Republic. 

To  all  those  who  claim  that  the  youth  of  our  day  is  heartless 
and  is  inspired  by  no  ideal,  the  young  people  of  the  international 
Brigade,  and  with  them  those  who  for  the  pasi  two  years  have 
been  devotedly  working  to  collect  money  and  goods  tor  Spanish 
aid,  have  given*  are  giving,  and  will  give  more  forcefully  than 
ever,  a most  elective  reply. 

Spain  Milk  Day 


Thus  did  we  find  the  way  to  the  heart  of  out  r^r 
0,1  October  23.  everywhere -in  the  towns  and  the  vflh!z-  ,*H 
working-dan  streets  and  in  the  quarters  of  the  pet,y  ^ 

everywhere  they  sought  out  our  collectors,  each 

her  contribution*  ***  * 


it  appeal  came  on  the  morrow  of  tfe  anxi^ 
cr.  It  was  publicly  issued  at  a meeting  of  7** 

1.1  ..  **  / k".  rtrhi’ti  nf  iK.i  JI.i  - alflf. . 
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of  Sepicrnber.  u was  {>uum.i}  mutu  a meeting  of  ri-  iL7J* 
of  our  "f  iresides"  (branches)  of  the  Paris  district  (W*" 
tlavs  which  brought  us  the  news  of  the  shameful  apitifatSL1* 
Munich.  And  in  this  meeting  at  which  J50  young  crul^ 
isscmblcd  to  discuss,  problems  of  pence,  the  unanimous 


was  taken  to  make  ihc  Spain  Milk  Day  a day  of  real 
for  all  the  forces  in  France  working  for  peace,  ^ 

The  most  active  section  of  French  girlhood  is  tor^n».  r. 
the  poignant  reality  of  the  hour.  It  knows  that  over  RejwbW 
Spain  there  now-  looms  the  danger  of  a new  - Munich,*^! 
fears  that  the  people  of  Republican  Spain^whom  intcnuikoS 
fascism  cannot  conquer  by  force  oT  arms— may  be  strangled  bt 
the  concession  of  belligerent  rights  to  Franco,  Since  those  dut 
days  of  September,  our  young  girls  understand  better  »ti; 
mortal  peril  would  threaten  France  and  her  democratic  wfa. 
tions  if  Republican  Spain  were  to  fall. 

Tins  is  why  their  moving  appeal  for  milk  for  the  Spaaali 
children  reached  the  hearts  of  French  parents,  who  are  refbetia* 
with  anguish  upon  the  destiny  which  may  be  in  store  fortbdr 
own  little  ones. 


By  Danielle  C a s a n o v a 

QN  October  23  last,  the  Union  of  Young  Girls  of  France 
organised  its  second  " Rational  Milk  Day  " on  behalf  of 
the  Spanish  children. 

A collection  of  l ,100,000  francs  testifies  eloquently  to  the 
enthusiasm  of  the  French  youth  and  to  the  renewed  spirit  of 
solidarity  of  our  people  with  Republican  Spain. 

Analysis  of  the  collection  showed  that  Paris  and  district 
donated  410,7S&  francs*  25.376  tins  of  milk*  and  75,000  francs' 
worth  of  miscellaneous  food\tufFs  ami  clothing,  The  provinces 
donated  283*905  francs,  44,624  tins  of  milk*  and  over  25*000 
francs'  worth  of  foods! iifis  and  clothing. 

The  Union  of  Young  Girls  of  France  had  already  had 
occasion  for  pride  at  the  time  of  the  last  Spain  Milk  Day*  on 
November  13*  1937,  when  they  raised  a total  of  600.000  francs. 
By  almost  doubling  this  figure,  our  Union  this  year  takes  its 
place  in  the  front  rank  of  those  organisations  which  are  active 
on  behalf  of  Republican  Spain. 

We  owe  these  successes  first*  to  the  simplicity  of  our  slogans 
and  lo  the  political  explanation  of  them  which  we  made  within 
the  organisation.  This  made  it  possible  for  us  to  mobilise  every 
one  of  our  members  in  order  to  aid  in  our  task,  Further,  to 
the  wide  assistance  which  our  efforts  received  from  those  out- 
side our  organisation,  and  to  the  broad  movement  of  unity 
which  developed  around  our  initiative. 

" Milk  for  ihe  Spanish  Little  Ones  ! *'  This  was  our  slogan. 
All  propaganda  carried  on  by  us  in  preparation  for  Spain  Milk 
Day  dealt  essentially  with  the  tragic  situation  of  children  in 
Republican  Spain* 

**  Over  400,000  babies  have  been  horn  during  the  war  of 
mothers  too  weak  lo  nourish  them/* 

^Children*  12  years  old,  under-nourished,  under-sized, 
looking  hardly  any  older  than  eight/1 

“Over  10*000— either  at  play  or  at  school— have  been 
murdered  by  the  bombs  of  the  Savoitt,  Caproni  or  Junker  planes, 
and  another  15.000  wounded/1 

“ The  tragic*  wretched  exodus  of  families,  flying  before  ihc 
foreign  invasion/1 

"Tlic  tragedy  of  Madrid,  isolated,  scarred,  but  ever  valiant, 
find,  this  winter  of  1938,  suffering  hunger  and  cold/1 

These  sad  reminders,  these  touching  pictures,  were  evoked 
everywhere  by  these  young  girls  of  Irance.  with  the  lender 
emotion  of  mothers  of  the  future,  heir  voices  at  times  were 
lost  in  sobs.  We  told  the  young  people,  the  workers*  the 
mothers,  that  we  knew  they  would  not  remain  unaffected  by 
this  pathetic  appeal  from  the  little  ones  of  Spain, 


Both  during  the  period  of  preparation,  and  on  the  tixj 
itself,  October  23  never  lost  its  essential  character  of  an  event 
under  the  aegis  of  The  Young  Girls  of  France. 

In  our  opinion,  the  results  would  not  have  been  so  satis- 
factory if  we  had  not  kepi  in  mind  the  sentiment  whkh  animates 
all  young  workers  who  are  attracted  to  our  movemasi: 
Attachment  to  their  own  organisation.  The  youth  likes  to  tee 
its  aciiom  crowned . and  The  Young  Girls  of  France  find  worthy 
recompense  for  their  efforts  in  a success  which  is  entirely  due 
to  their  own  organisation.  We  must  always  know  bow  to 
avoid  letting  our  organisations  lose  their  original  character  on 
the  occasion  of  realising  a wider  unity.  To  have  the  youfll 
people  work  anonymously*  so  to  speak,  is  to  deprive  oundw 
deliberately  of  so  much  which  their  capacity  for  cmfamtism 

might  bring  us.  _ , , „ llH 

While  succeeding  in  avoiding  th\s  pitfall,  we  wrejuw 

determined  to  make  of  our  Spain  Milk  Day  a day  of  - i 

action  of  all  the  forces  in  France  for  democracy  and 

this  we  were  aided  by  the  simple*  human  content  of  our  tiojia. 

But  we  did  not  want  to  begin  by  asking  for  help,  b) 

own  acriritics  dependent  upon  the  granting  of  such  ™ 

any  other  matter  outside  our  own  organisation. 

The  Union  of  Young  Girls  of  France,  with  it*  2W»: «j£ 
hers,  the  Federation  of  Communist  Youth— i the  essential 


within  the  progressive  movement  of  French  youth 
possibilities  of  action  on  their  own  account*  w™cn mey 
able  to  utilise  in  the  interests  of  the  general  niovemeTd 

of  the  youth.  Under  such  conditions*  our  which  ii 

among  the  masses  of  the  youth  that  profound  response 

the  assurance  of  success. 

We  said  lo  each  of  our  branches:  ** 

Start  by  acting*  yourselves*  and  the  others  will  louow. 

And  this  was  what  actually  happened,  ; 

Thus  our  Spain  Milk  Day  was  a genuine  day  of 
received  the  support  of  well -known  people,  w® 

Suzanne  throne,  a former  Socialist  ^bloet^eniw 
Joliot  Curie,  Socialist  and  famous  scientist,  Nooca 
M.  Gabriel  CudentU  of  the  Camille  Pclictam  *«* 

Paid  Lanticvin:  and  others.  Numerous  artists-wnj? 
world-famous — responded  to  our  appeal*  lTje  jqqie 


practical  assistance.  w e wspa pent,  mi 

elected  bodies  were  generous  in  their  aid,  and 
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. of  the  Young  Communist  league  rallied  to  us  with 

nfNiVia'fli.  OUf  collecting  posts  - one  of  which  was  under 
^ ^ re  of  Mmc.  flivotfr/*  wife  of  a former  Radical  minister, 
iSZ*  now  chief  of  a hig  cx-scrviccmcn's  organisation— girls  and 
hou« wives  amc  to  help  us  as  they  came  out  from  Mass  in  the 
churches  nearby* 

Our  campaign  for  the  Spanish  children  is  still  going  on, 
t:  >T  cianiptet  we  have  our  " Cotfmo/A*/v  o/  Spanish  Children" 
‘Z!,  Ldopt  little  "godchildren"  in  the  day-nurseries,  refugee 
Mmcs.  and  so  on,  tor  each  of  whom  (hey  guarantee  a regular 
monthiy  payment  of  30  francs.  We  are  now  sending  to  Spain 
material*  for  the  installation  of  a restaurant  for  a children's 
home,  whose  subsistence  we  shall  guarantee  by  regular  monthly 

donations* 

'*  Milk  for  the  Children  of  Spain  f " This  cry,  on  October 
n profoundly  touched  the  generous  heart  of  the  French  people, 

* Xo*  the  real  France  is  not  a land  of  dishonour,  cowardice 
and  betrayal l Our  real  France  is  actuated  by  the  love  of 
liberty  and  peace*  by  sentiments  of  fraternity  towards  all  peoples, 
\nd  the  Trade  Union  oi  Young  Girls  of  France  is  a faithful 
reflection  °]  *Fis  rc^  France, 

Students’  Campaign  for  Aid  to 
Republican  Spain 

TUE  beginning  of  I he  academic  year,  in  1938,  in  a number 
of  universities,  was  the  signal  for  considerable  activity  in 
aid  of  Republican  Spain,  Last  August,  at  the  Second  World 
Congress  of  Youth,  in  New  York,  the  representatives  of  the 
students'  organisations  of  Great  Britain*  the  United  States, 
Mexico,  France,  Belgium  and  Holland  decided  to  inaugurate  an 
irttemoiioaal  students  campaign  for  aid  to  the  Spanish  children* 
This  campaign  is  being  conducted  on  the  basis  of  competition 
between  all  European  countries*  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
American  countries*  on  the  other,  as  well  as  on  direct  compe- 
tition between  European  and  American  universities. 

In  the  United  Stows  it  is  primarily  the  American  Student 
Union  which  is  playing  an  active  part  in  this  campaign*  in  which 
it  should  be  mentioned,  it  has  the  support  of  various  Christian 
student  organisations.  New  York  University  is  competing  with 
the  University  of  Paris,  Harvard  with  Cambridge,  and  so  on. 
In  November  alone.  3*000  dollars  were  collected  at  Harvard, 

In  some  of  the  British  universities*  the  campaign  has  as- 
sumed genuinely  mass  form.  Both  Oxford  and  Cambridge  have 
pledged  themselves  to  collect  £1,000  before  the  end  of  December* 
It  is  not  only  the  Socialist  and  democratic  students’  organi- 
sations which  arc  taking  part  in  this  campaign,  but  also  the 
Christian  students*  movement,  the  National  Students*  Union, 
The  University  Forward,  the  Socialist  students’  paper*  published 
a special  number  devoted  to  Spain,  and  the  Student  F orutn* 
with  a circulation  of  35,000,  gives  a great  deal  of  space  to  the 
campaign* 

In  France,  the  Students'  Union  for  Aid  to  Spanish  Children* 
formed  last  April  and  under  the  patronage  of  about  one  hundred 
of  the  most  representative  professors  of  French  universities* 
is  taking  part  in  the  international  contest  and  has  pledged  itscu 
to  collect  50,000  francs  before  Christmas,  It  organised  special 
cinema  shows,  the  distribution  of  collecting-boxes,  and  so  on. 

In  Belgium.  Brussels  University,  which  last  year  collected 
100,000  francs,  is  once  again  taking  pan  in  the  international 
contest,  with  the  support  of  a number  of  protessors  anti  01  an 
the  student  organisations.  And  we  must  by  no  means  ov 
the  development  of  the  campaign  in  the  universities  o g 

Ghent  and  Antwerp. 

In  Holland,  it  is  chiefly  the  Socialist  Sluders  who  arc 
organising  the  campaign  for  aid  to  Spain.  The  Dutch 
arc  competing  with  those  of  California* 

This  international  contest,  which  began  on 
terminate  at  the  end  of  December*  and  wilt  avhic 
namely  : the  collection  of  one  million  francs  {&?,->■  ■ , 

In  other  lauds  the  students  campaign  for  aid ^ t o . ^uaruj 
^Iso  developing.  In  Oslo * for  example,  bo  t 
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Children  ' effecting  in  order  to  tend  m,tk  to 
children.  In  Argentina.  the  vudents  toot  actk,  S' 

Youth  Days  of  Sacrifice  on  November  5.  6^  7^ 

the  student  organisations  have  also  imtitit-d  . - Z,  ln  lr*d^ 

to  Republican  Spain.  ,n,Ua,cd  * ««iiw*n  for  aKi 

V\  :»h  regard  to  the  political  campaign  for  aid  -n  .. 

have  space  only  for  the  following  cxImnL  The  > ^ 

the  student  organisations  of  Brussels  against  the 
commercial  representative  ,o  Franco  Spain  AbtSTS*  &* 
.•**  the  important  campaign  carried  on  in  Great  Bniain 
the  granting  of  belligerent  rights  to  Franco.  The  Cambrid  Ee 
Union,  for  example,  adopted  a resolution,  by  245  votes  to  44 
declaring  ihat  the  progress  of  humanity  depended  upon  the' 
' iciory  of  the  Spanish  government, 


DECLARATION  OF  INTERNATIONAL  SOCIALIST 

STUDENTS'  ALLIANCE 

^HE  International  Alliance  of  Socialist  Students  comprises  ill 
the  Socialist  and  Communist  student  org.mi^  1:0ns,  Its 
General  C ouncil  held  an  important  meeting  in  Fans  on  October 
30,  1938,  which  was  attended  by  representatives  of  the  organisa- 
tions in  France,  Great  Britain,  Belgium*  Holland*  Denmark, 
Sweden*  Laly*  India  and  the  United  States*  The  Young  Com- 
munist International  was  represented  by  Raymond  Guyoi  and 
Jean  Ferri . the  Young  Socialist  International  by  Erich 
OUenhauer  and  /:.  Peek, 

After  a thorough  discussion  on  the  international  situation* 
a declaration  was  adopted  unanimously,  apart  from  certain 
reservations  made  by  the  delegate  of  the  Socialist  students  o; 
France-  The  following  arc  the  most  essential  passages  of  this 
declaration: 

■'  A firm  policy  of  resistance  to  the  Nazi  demands  would 
have  compelled  the  fascists  to  beat  a retreat;  the  surrender 
of  Czechoslovakia  has  not  brought  peace.  It  is  HiUer 
whom  Chamberlain  saved  by  his  visit  to  Bcrchtcsgadcn  and 
not  peace.  With  Mussolini  unable  to  mobilise  the  Italian 
army  and  the  Czech  government  remaining  firm*  Hitler  was 
on  the  verge  of  a defeat,  Chamberlain  and  Daladicr  have 
saved  him  and  assured  to  him  control  oi  Central  Europe 
and  the  Balkans,  opening  the  way  for  him  to  Rumanian  oil 
and  Hungarian  grain*  and  supplying  him  with  the  material 
resources  necessary1  for  a war  against  the  democracies. 

The  consequences  of  Munich  arc  becoming  clearer 
every  day.  Chamberlain  and  Mussolini  are  going  to  carry 
out  the  terms  of  their  Mediterranean  agreement  in  order  to 
strangle  Republican  Spain;  Japan  has  extended  her  invasion 
lo  the  South  of  China;  Hitler  openly  proclaims  his  inten- 
tion to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  France  and  Great 
Britain,  and  has  already  put  forwarders . colonial  demands. 
In  France  the  reactionaries  arc  redoubling  tjh^r  att^k 
against  the  working  class.  In  Great  Britain.  Chamberlain 
is  about  lo  impose  upon  the  British  people 
military  service  and  accelerate  the  rearmament  programme 
which  Is  SSS.  his  reactionary  plans.  Peace  has  not  been 
saved  at  Munich:  the  aggressive  powers  have  been 
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Sum  X«  hs  ranks  and  rally  round  it  the  great  mass  of 
lbC  VS’e^are  convinced  of  the  urgent  necessity  to  convene 
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defence  of  Spanish  democracy  . - < 


In  the  Country  of  Socialism 


The  Young-  Kuildcrs  of  Socialism 

\\7ITH  pride  and  joy  all  Soviet  youth  recently  celebrated  tbc 
twentieth  anniversary  of  the  Young  C ommunist  League  ol 
ffic  U.S.S.R* 

The  Y.C.L,  of  the  U.S.S.R. * which  embraces  millions  of 
young  people  of  both  sexes  whom  it  is  training  in  the  spirit  ot 
Leninism,  is  not  an  ordinary  youth  organisation  in  which  youth 
can  find  no  realisation  of  its  ideal*.  such  as  exists  in  many 
countries.  No,  this  organisation  forms  pari  of  the  ardent  life 
of  she  Soviet  Union:  and  has  brought  millions  of  Soviet  young 
people  into  the  struggle  for  the  greatness  and  strength  of  I he 
land  of  the  Soviets, 

The  desire  of  Youth  for  activity  and  the  jov  of  creation  finds 
practical  realisation  in  work  for  the  good  of  the  whole  Soviet 
people.  Nowadays  the  country  possesses  innumerable  monu- 
ments 10  their  activities— products  of  the  joyous  crcalivcness  o: 
Soviet  youth.  These  are  buildings  constructed  by  the  hands  or 
young  people,  frequently  under  very  difficult  circumstance*.  It 
was  the  youth  which  helped  the  country  to  assume  ils  Socialist 
industrial  aspect,  The  young  builders  of  the  country  of  .Socialism 
are  entitled  to  look  proudly  upon  She  result  of  their  labours.  They 
form  an  heroic  pasm  to  labour:  and  the  whole  Soviet  people 
may  to-day  admire  the  buildings  made  entirely  or  in  pari  by 
youth. 

In  the  Far  Fast,  on  the  banks  of  the  Amur  river,  there  has 
arisen  a town  which  is  named  Ktumomotsk  after  its  builders.  Its 
story  forms  part  of  the  history  of  the  Y*C.L.  of  the  LLS.S.R.  From 
I-eningnid.  Moscow,  Bclo-Russia  and  the  Ukraine,  from  town 
and  count  reside,  they  came  to  the  bar  Oast.  The  Y.C  .L.  of  She 
U.S&R.  had  mobilised  its  members  for  the  building  of  a town* 

The  virgin  forest  had  to  be  cleared,  the  swamps  drained,  to 
make  room  for  lho  building  of  the  town.  During  the  frightful 
cold  of  winter*  these  brave  Socialist  pioneers  lived  in  hu (meats* 
tents*  barracks*  hastily  constructed.  Day  and  night  enormous 
bonfires  Mazed,  io  protect  the  people  to  some  extern  against  the 
cold.  The  River  Amur  was  covered  with  thick  ice  and  the  trans- 
port of  timber  tor  building  was  thus  inter rupied.  So  then  the 
young  Communists,  with  axes,  saws  and  dynamite*  cut  a free 
passage  m the  iec  of  the  river,  10  miles  in  length.  The  suppl>  of 
timber  was  resumed,  ii  came  down  this  channel  to  the  workshops, 
One  day,  when  a new  crew  came  to  lake  over,  they  noted  with 
terror  that  the  feet  of  the  workers  they  had  come  to  relieve  were 
frozen  fast  to  the  icc  of  the  river's  surface.  However,  the  supply 
of  wood  was  not  arrested. 


The  day  when  the  new  electric  power-station  began  to  feed 
the  future  city  with  power  and  the  electric  light  was  hr%t  switched 
on,  was  a real  gala  occasion  for  these  young  pioneer  builders* 
The  area,  which  hut  recently  had  been  a wilderness,  was  rapidly 
covered  with  big  undertakings -shipyards,  foundries,  canning 
phots.  Then  appeared  modern  apartment  houses,  day- nurseries, 
sports  grounds,  theatres  and  cinemas.  A railway  line  was  con- 
si  ruclcd— the  builders  of  the  town  had  arrived  "by  water.  The 
youth  of  the  Soviet  Union  had  willingly  and  joyously  accepted 
several  months  of  privation  and  sacrifice  in  order  10  be  able  to 
offer  the  Soviet  Union  this  magnificent  town  in  the  Far  Fast 
To-day  KomsomoLk  has  100*000  inhabitants. 

The  brave  builders  were  followed  by  enthusiastic  Soviet  girls 
The  young  Communist  grrl#  KhetPguro id— she  was  17  when  she 
arrived  in  the  Far  East  to  take  part  in  the  building  work;  later 
the  townspeople  of  Kormomohfc  elected  her  a deputy  of  the 
Supreme  Council  of  the  Soviet  Union  -now  the  wife  of  a com- 
mander of  the  Red  Army,  and  decorated  with  the  Order  of 
Lenin  for  her  work  among  Red  Army  commanders'  wives— 
issued  an  appeal  to  young  girls*  in  the  course  of  which  she  said  * 
M.  . * and*  dear  friends*  in  ihc  name  of  all  the  population  of 
the  Far  East*  I invite  you  to  come  to  us.  1 do  not  call  upon 
you  to  renounce  life*  Thai  which  awaits  you  here  is  difficult 
but  attractive  and  interesting.  You  must  know  that  we  only 
call  to  the  Far  East  people  who  arc  courageous,  determined 
and  without  fear  of  hardship*  We  know  that  our  young  men 
and  women  arc  full  of  energy  to  undertake  everything  which 


is  heroic,  in  spite  of  all  difficulties  and  deprivations.  All  that 
is  difficult  but  useful  to  our  native  land  is  honourable/’ 
Khclagurova’s  appeal  found  a response  among  young  girta 
which  exceeded  all  expectations.  Within  Jess  than  one  year,  1,000 
organisations  of  the  Y.C.L.  received  applications  from  over 
60,000  girls,  asking  that  they  be  sent  to  the  Far  East 

A special  commission  is  sitting  in  Khabarovsk  to  receive 
girls.  Between  one  and  two  hundred  are  arriving  daily,  and  each 
receives  work  according  to  her  speciality  or  vocation. 

Among  i he  new  arrivals  arc  over  300  girl  technicians,  ISO 
doctors  and  nurses,  400  teachers,  and  thousands  of  workers  and 
employees  of  various  trades.  Some  girls,  who  arc  turncm. 
working  in  Ihc  shops  of  the  Far  Eastern  Railroad*  have  exceeded 
iheir  norm  by  four  times. 

What  inspired  these  young  Soviet  girls  to  leave  for  the  Far 
Last?  It  was  not  lack  of  work  in  their  native  towns.  On  the 
contrary,  they  have  given  up  interesting  and  well-paid  work  at 
home*  Yet  more:  many  of  them  have  left  behind  their  parent*, 
families,  friends*  All  of  these  girls  could  have  worked  or  studied 
at  home  in  their  native  towns.  But  they  preferred  to  commence 
;i  new  life*  not  an  easy  one  and  in  a new  and  still  sparsely 
populated  region* 

't  hese  girls  arc  leaving  for  the  Far  East  because,  as  Khou* 
gurova  said,  "all  that  is  difficult  but  useful  to  our  native  land 
is  honourable."  They  come  to  the  Far  East  because  they  are 
attracted  hy  the  heroic  work  of  construction  and  by  the  struggle 
against  difficulties.  They  all  desire  to  work  wherever  they  will 
be  of  greatest  use  to  their  country, 

*■  I am  full  of  life  and  always  prepared  to  endure  any 
hardships  for  the  sake  of  our  vast  country*  conquered  by  ouV 
fathers  and  our  brothers*' ' wrote  the  building  technician 
Itatrishina  from  Kazan. 

Such  arc  the  aspirations  of  these  girls  who  leave  for  the 
Far  East.  Such  are  the  plans  of  the  Soviet  youth  which  is 
transforming  the  Far  East  of  the  Soviet  Union  into  an  invincible 
bastion  of  the  defences  of  the  flourishing  Socialist  frontier  region* 
A place  of  honour  was  given  the  Leninist  Young  Communists 
wherever  the  great  new-  industrial  giants  arose.  The  great  tractor 
plant  in  Stalingrad  was  built  by  young  people,  Seven  thousand 
of  them  took  part  in  the  vast  building  job*  They  had  not  only 
to  combat  cold,  rain  and  storm  but  most  of  them  also  had  to 
acquire  technical  knowledge  during  the  actual  process  of  working* 
Nevertheless,  the  task  set  by  the  Government— the  supply  by 
i he  plant  of  tractors  to  the  country — was  fulfilled. 

At  the  rime  of  the  construction  of  the  plants  at  Magnitogorsk* 
Staling  (ironworks),  Bobrikt  (chemical  combine),  and  Chelia- 
binsk  (tractor  plant),  at  ihc  time  of  the  building  of  Azovstal*  of 
the  Kaganovich  Ballbearings  Plant  in  Moscow,  the  youth  was  in 
i he  front  ranks*  in  numbers*  labour  and  enthusiasm. 

Twenty  thousand  Young  Communists  went  to  the  Far  North 
to  help  exploit  the  forest  wealth*  Another  6*000  left  for  different 
parts  of  the  country  to  construe!  telegraph  and  telephone  lines* 
Nome  30*000  willingly  abandoned  their  work  or  studies  to  leave 
for  the  mines  of  ihc  Donetz  Basin*  in  order  to  remedy  deficiencies 
in  the  coal  mining  there.  The  Moscow  underground  railway,  the 
finest  in  the  world,  was  built  with  the  aid  of  10*000  Young 
Communists*  The  building  of  the  Metro  was,  at  the  same  time, 
a magnificent  school  for  instruction  in  various  forms  of  skilled 
labour.  After  the  building  of  the  underground*  the  Moscow 
Young  Communist  League  was  awarded  the  Order  of  Lenin* 

Just  as  the  products  of  Socialist  construction  are  young,  so 
aKo  arc  those  who  arc  to-day  working  at  their  machines  in  its 
fac lories  and  plants.  There  arc  7,000,000  workers  under  23 
working  in  Socialist  enterprises,  constituting  one-third  of  the 
total  number  of  employed* 

Ihc  mastery  of  technique  was  another  enthusiastic  achieve- 
ment ol  youth.  The  mastery  of  technique,  by  which*  as  Stalin 
panned  out,  the  working  class  of  the  Soviet  Union  may  have  its 
own  technical  intelligentsia.  This  to-day  is  the  inoon testable 
nght  of  the  Soviet  youth  of  which  it  does  not  fail  40  take 
advantage.  No  other  country  offers  anything  approaching  such 
hiic  opportunities  for  youth  to  study  and  to  master  technique. 
Neither  capitalist  exploiters  nor  unemployment  exist  in  the  Soviet 
union,  and  there  is  nothing  there  to  hinder  the  development  of  a 
young  capable  generation  of  workers  and  intellectuals. 

me  technical  training  schools  have  up  till  now  turned  out 
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vViikd  workers.  During  ihc  p4 m mx  years,  the  higher 
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s"  i ikC  'il  the  Stalin  automobile  works  in  Moscow  alone 
I Krmg  49  per  cent,  of  the  total  employed  -attend 

'’courses  of  some  sorb  Six  hundred  of  this 
C%L  ' V v \tc  siudvim:  foreign  languages  at  a special  school 

r r . .|,CJ  [ii  die  concern- 

u Mu*  VkJKfruVKH  /rrv  — those  masters  of  labour  now  known 
hnir.  the  world  -such  as  Slukhunov,  Krivonosv  Vino- 
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^ ^sjfvLtEivc  o:  Soviet  youth.  The  Siaklianoyitc  movement 
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came  out  of  the  ranks  of  the  yomh.  'they 


[\c‘  movement  has  grown  until  il  now  embraces  an  army  of 
s tHuH.xxi  Stakhanosites.  To  be  a Stakhanovitt  also  means  to 
h iU,  \ Metier  hfc  : to  be  better  dressed  than  before,  to  enjoy  more 
W- e:\  of  food,  to  have  more  pleasure;  such  are  ihc  material 

['-it its  "which  every  Stakhanoviic  may  gather. 

The  joimy  Commurmls  have  given  to  the  country  a whole 
v of  workers  wiih  high  technical  qualifications,  and  also  many 
W ]-  > engineers.  A new,  young  generation  Is  growing  up  which 
hU  learned  to  handle  engines  and  master  all  the  mysteries  of 
r-hTque  On  the  construction  of  the  Moscow- V ot^a  Canal 
V^ae  there  worked  3.500  young  engineers,  brought  up  in  the 
i 'omnuinU:  south  movement.  The  vast  Stalin  plant,  in  Moscow, 
mmhrv  V*  per  cent,  of  voung  people  among  its  engineers,  the 
rViibiiHk  tractor  plant,  24  per  cent.  The  entire  construction 
0-:  :hc  second  section  of  the  Moscow  Metro  was  directed  by 

voung  engineers  and  architects.  . . 

Hli!  all  this  would  be  impossible  under  capitalist  conditions. 
The  Soviet  vo u I h does  not  know  capitalist  exploitation  nor  the 
rhicm-  down  of  factories,  nor  the  forms  of  forced  labour  that 
cxbt  under  fascism.  'Ihc  Soviet  power  freed  labour  from  the 
shackles  of  capitalist  exploitation,  and  made  of  U an  affair  ol 

honour  and  glory.  , , (l 

ttlc  "wm  scope  of  Socialist  construction  has  shown  the 

whole  world  the  creative  power  of  Socialism  for  the  benefit  of 
humanity.  And  this  al<o  is  one  of  ihc  merits  of  thcUninm 
room:  Communists.  The  Y.C.L.  organised  ihc  best  of  ihc  young 
workers  and  peasants  for  participation  in  Ihe  creation  ol  Inc 
magnificent  achievements  of  Socialist  construction.  Stalms 
slogan  that  Ihc  triumph  of  Socialism  in  one  country  is  possible 
—animated  the  heart  of  youth  which  rallied  to  the  vanguard  of 
;hc  builders  of  Socialism  and  contributed  to  the  vwtory  of  this 

■.lagan.  Millions  of  young  people,  inspired  by  a fn  ihc 
ness  and  a spirit  of  sacrifice,  brought  their  contribution  to  the 

construction  of  Socialism.  . f 

l or  its  achievements  in  the  construction  of  Socialism  and  ot 
Socialist  industry.  the  Soviet  Government  decorated  the  organ  • 
tion  of  ihc  Young  Communists  with  the  Order  of  the  Red  Hag 

of  Labour. 


The  Strength  of  die  Young  Communist 
League  of  the  Soviet  Union 

By  Otto  M a ic  r 

X°  «*»*;  youth  in  Ihe  world  has  passes  through  such  matmfi 
ceni  development  in  every  sphere  of  life  during 
few  years  as  Soy  ,e,  youth  SovKi  ) owh  has  gone  ^-0^^ 
gical  poll. .Cal  scnool.  Who  had  heard  of  Alexei  Stakhanov  a 
few  years  ago-— but  10-day  millions  of  young  people  bear  his 
name  wrth  pndc.  They  arc  the  bearer*  and  pacermkers  of  j 
new  Socially  attitude  towards  work.  The  Staling  Cou^tu-i^v, 
wboxe  second  anniversary  has  just  been  celebrated,  extended  for 
ihc  youth  the  achievements  of  the  great  October  Rtvolaiion 
and  made  them  into  laws.  Soviet  youth  has  pohlkal 
hbeflie*  and  fights  unknown  m any  other  country  in  ihc  workk 
All  the  youth  took  pan  in  the  elections  to  the  Supreme  Soviet 
of  the  L'JS2i.R..  and  in  the  elections  to  the  Supreme  Soviet*  of 
the  Union  Republics,  the  Autonomous  Republics.  Foe  them 
this  day  was  a proud  cvertf,  the  viable  proof  of  complete 
equality  of  political  rights.  They  participate  actively  in  d* 
political  life  of  the  country.  28.2  per  cent,  of  all  elected  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people  arc  young  people.  Young  people  are 
occupying  positions  as  managers  in  ihc  great  Socialist  factories, 
and  there  is  a great  army  of  young  scientists*  artists,  and  in* 
veil  lor  who  arc  loved  and  respected  by  the  whole  Soviet  people. 

Soviet  youth  has  taken  an  energetic  part  in  the  exposure 
and  extermination  of  the  hostile  Trotvkyisi-Bukharinist  dementi, 
the  agents  of  German  fascism  and  the  Japanese  fascist  military 
clique.  This  struggle  agamtf  ihc  enemies  of  the  people  welds 
the  Soviet  youth  closer  to  the  Party  of  Lenin  and  Stalin. 

Soviet  youth  has  seized  with  both  hands  the  creative  and 
progressive  life  offered  it.  A new*  Socialist,  and  perfectly  sane 
moralitv  in  cscry  question  of  life  has  developed  in  the  SovTCt 
youth,  ‘ The  whole  of  Soviet  youth  has  been  earned  into  this 

new  life— in  town  and  village  alike. 

Did  ihc  firs:  leaders  of  the  Komsomol  live  the  same  lives 
as  the  millions  of  Soviet  youth  to-day.  filled  with  Hus  same 
honest  work  for  themselves  and  the  people?  No.  there  is  a deep 
abyss  between  ihc  “life"  and  “ work”  of  such  people  as  Kos- 
sarev  and  Ihc  creative  lives  of  Soviet  youth 
alien  to  ihc  new  life  of  youth.  Even  at  the 
of  the  Komsomol,  the  C.C.  of  (he  Party  crniciwd  the  I cade  rsh i p. 

The  letter  of  greeting  sent  by  the  C.C-  of  the ' ■ 

appreciation  of  the  successes  of  the  Komsomol.  cotKinuM. 
’‘These  successes  would  have  been  greater  and  rt]?re 
hensivl  if  the  C.C.  of  the  LY.C.L.S.U  (Leninist  Young  Com- 

• . | _f  Soviet  Uniont  had  not  committed  o* , 

youth,  the  putjins  of  the  KoouMoHtotj^^etooetM^ 
ihc  promotion  of  new  cadres  of  Komsomol  wo.  Hers  to  tcamn* 

W°rlYcs.  the  political  growth  of  Soviet  youth  demanded  from 
.he  k^ers  of  we  Komsomol  a decisive  change  mt^uwo^ 
but  the  opposite  took  plac^ihc  ^ ^ Komsomol 

instead  of  pursu.ng  the 


TO  YOU.  READER  AND  FRIEND 

This  is  Ihc  first  number  of  the  World  Youth  Thtre 

arc  m;my  amnng  you  who  have  expressed  to  _ of  thc 
for  information  about  Ibe  situation  and  the  mo  *fi 

youth  throughout  the  whole  world,  they  also  told  _ 

very  dillicuh  for  them  to  get  ihc  material  they  want.  11  t 

grcaicsl  desire  to  meet  ihis  demand. 

By  making  you  acquainted  with  tho  heroicsjrugg  ® l_5 
Vouih  of  China  and  Spain,  with  the  life*  full  of  joy  PP^ 

of  the  Youth  of  ihc  soviet  Union,  ■ 
physical  sufferings  of  the  young  people  of  y . mocra*ic 

and  the  situation  and  activity  of  the  Youlh  u» 
countries*  we  hope  to  be  of  use  and  mteresi  10  cf 

We  shall  also  do  our  best  to  assist  you  tn  jje  study  ^oi 
the  famous  teachings  which  have  enabled  the  n 
youlh  of  one-sixth  of  the  globe  to  obtain  happiness. 


S theyforgoi  wha.  ^ 

tltdr  perw  |o  (cad  the  cxpcnence  of  the 

must  bc  suPplemen^  b>h  tlK  ^-p«  o 

pC°PWhcn  however  is  Aftt  P^gjg,  ^ c|«eiv  connected 
,* J*  the  rank  aod 

with  the  masses,  if ^ they  arc  ep  ^ peasantry, 

file  of  the  party,  with  the  working  class,  w. 

with  the  working  intelligent*^  sirengthcoing  of  this  coo- 
Connection  with  the  mas^  drengneo^i mlJJe^ 

nertuu.  invincibility  ol  MM* 


leadership-  It  he  rega  conooewn  with  the 

arc  invincible  so  \W&* versa,  if  the  Boishevifc 
broad  masses  of  the  peopj  jf  they  lose  contart  with 

sever  themselves  from  the  masses,  it  mej 


At  gc1  covered  with  bureaucratic  ni’.t.  then  they 

Koiaa  r*v  *r  ?lr^nKlh  and  Income  nothin  it/' 
criticism  Ku  ik*  “ 1 * °lhcra  reacted*  however,  to  every 
of  Indi'MkL  u members  of  The  KoimomoJ  of  their  methods 
KoimomrtiePt.L  dishonest  and  dirty  fight  against  These  honest 
the  Parn/°  % Wi°  werc  Vnccre!y  devoted  to  the  Komsomol  and 
from  ik  ‘ . 1 became  Kossarev’s  system  to  select  woricis  not 
rtt.t*  standpoint  of  Their  efficiency,  their  devotion  to  the 
fr  Anting  class,  but  from  the  standpoint  of  servility 
r i_  ' nstert cl  of  a relentless  struggle  against  all  the 
. 1:^  '.^c  working  class  and  the  Soviet  people,  he  practised 

. facilitating  the  activities  of  tlie  enemy*  This  deception 

■ -Sl?Covcn?j{  ^hrpped  bv  the  rank  and  file  KonivomoR. 
I here  will  never  be  any  place  for  such  practices  in  the 
_ onisomol.  Six  millions  of  young  builders  of  Socialism, 
rganised  m the  L.Y.C.L.,  arc  an  invincible  force.  The  L.Y.C.L, 
!$  a school  of  Communism,  of  right,  of  lac,  lor  a!!  Soviet  youth, 
omptetely  voluntary  membership*  sincere  and  honest  life  and 

%r°rik  t^sc  arc  ^cc's’Vc  factors  of  the  Komsomol,  The  youth 
Oftnc  Komsomol  are  their  own  masters  in  the  organisation. 
Ine  s.pjrit  of  growing  inner  democracy,  the  secret  election  of 
the  leaders,  the  right  of  open  criticism,  all  this  makes  the 
Komsomol  mighty  and  unconquerable.  It  was  an  easy  matter 
for  the  youth  to  get  rid  of  these  degenerate  elements,  for  they 
had  an  invincible  ally  in  Stalin,  the  best  friend  and  helper  of 
youth.  r Education  by  the  Bolshevist  Party  is  the  best  guarantee 
that  Soviet  youth  will  cast  aside  all  that  is  worthless,  as  a tree 
shakes  oil  rotten  fruit,  without  ceasing  for  a moment  the 
triumphant  development  of  life. 


Progressive  youth  all  over  the  world  looks  with  admiration 
and  appreciation  on  the  creative  achievements  of  Soviet  youth. 
Young  aviators  artists,  chess  champions,  musicians,  inventors, 
set  a brilliant  example  to-day  to  the  whole  world.  They  show 
clearly  the  possibilities  of  the  development  of  youth  in  a creative 
socialist  state  of  society.  Once  more  Soviet  youth,  the  Kom- 
somol* has  set  the  youth  of  the  whole  world  an  example  by 
rejecting  what  was  unworthy  in  youth,  and  has  shown  that  there 
is  no  room  in  the  youth  movement,  which  is  striving  for  happier 
lives,  for  any  degenerate*  double-faced,  decaying  element. 


Fascism,  this  bloody  and  most  barbarous  enemy  of  man- 
kind, is  now  endeavouring  by  every  slanderous  means  to  pre- 
vent the  youth  from  putting  this  lesson  .into  practice.  The 
fascist  youth  leaders  tremble  at  the  thought  that  the  youth  will 
become  aware  of  their  own  power,  and  sweep  aside  the  fdth 
with  iron  broom.  In  the  fascist  youth  organisations,  whether 
in  Germany,  Italy,  Japan,  or  any  other  country*  the  morality 
and  the  laws  of  the  underworld  reign  everywhere  among  the 
leading  cliques.  These  “ elect,"  who  fool  it  their  vocation  to 
irain  youth,  arc  a band  of  degenerate  drunkards  and  bullies. 
This  band  of  “youth  leaders"  sucks  like  a vampire  the  blood 
of  German  youth,  But  there  are  millions  of  young  people  in 
ihc  fascist  youth  organisations  who  arc  indignant  at  this  “ youth 
training*"  and  hate  and  abominate  it.  Under  Hitler,  German 
youth  has  not  the  right  to  elect  its  own  leaders,  or  to  check  up 
on  them,  and  depose  them  if  necessary.  All  these  gentlemen* 
such  as  Baldur  von  Schirach,  Laulerhach,  and  others*  have  been 
forced  upon  German  youth*  Fascist  leadership  of  youth  means 
blind  obedience,  silence,  service  and  submission.  Anyone  who 
ventures  to  raise  his  voice  on  behalf  of  honesty,  on  behalf  of 
the  youth,  is  answered  with  concentration  camp,  jail,  and  guillo- 
tine* These  forces  of  the  underworld  maintain  their  power 
only  by  the  most  brutal  of  terrorism  combined  with  unlimited 
deceitful  demagogy* 

It  would  be  foolish  to  suppose  lhat  fascism  spares  The  youth 
and  its  organisations  from  its  disruptive  and  undermining  work. 
Precisely  the  contrary  is  true.  Fascist  moles  arc  at  work  in  the 
youth  movement  as  elese where.  Every  means  arc  employed— 
films,  fascist  literature,  and  many  other  devices  arc  employed 
to  lead  youth  on  to  the  disastrous  path*  The  agents  of  fascism* 
the  Trotskyists*  are  endeavouring  to  sabotage  the  unily  of 
working  youth,  and  to  disrupt  it  where  it  already  exists. 
Vigilance  and  relentless  struggle  against  these  machinations  of 
fascism  and  its  agents  in  the  youth  movement  must  be  the  work 
of  all  progressive  youth  organisations. 

The  movements  of  the  workers  and  of  progressive  youth,  in 
eliminating  without  hesitation  all  alien  dements  which  have 
crept  in  disguise  into  their  ranks,  only  strengthen  these  ranks* 


From  the  Two  Hemispheres 
The  World  Youth  Congress  Movement 

rwwn  delegates  of  the  World  Youth  Congress  Movement* 
A representing  40,000,000  members  of  affiliated  organisation** 
meeting  in  Pun's , on  December  II,  demanded  that  the  forcigjv 
forces  now  lighting  in  Spain  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the  demo- 
cratic countries  of  the  world  extend  humanitarian  aid  to  the 
Spanish  people* 

In  response  to  a letter  from  President  Ro&sci’efr,  in  which 
be  expressed  his  admiration  of,  and  interest  in,  the  work  of 
the  World  Youth  Congress  Movement,  the  delegates  asserted 
that  not  only  would  they  work  for  greater  mutual  understanding; 
among  the  young  people  of  the  world,  but — in  spite  of  the  trend 
of  events  in  the  last  few  months  which  has  rendered  more  difficult 
the  realisation  of  their  aims — they  will  intensify  their  efforts  to 
help  the  victims  of  war  and  of  racial  and  religious  persecution* 
The  International  Council,  in  adopting  a resolution  against 
Anti-Semitism,  declared  once  again  that  the  principles  upon 
which  the  World  Youth  Congress  is  based  permit  no  distinctions, 
to  he  drawn  on  the  grounds  of  class,  race  or  religion,  and 
strongly  expressed  its  hope  that  the  violent  persecution,  to  which 
the  Jews  are  being  subjected  in  some  countries,  will  cease. 

The  Council  decided  that  an  international  conference  of 
agricultural  youth  shall  meet  next  summer,  either  in  Poland* 
Sweden  or  France,  under  the  auspices  of  the  World  Youth 
Congress. 

On  the  question  of  colonics  the  Council  was  reminded  that 
at  the  Second  World  Youlh  Congress  ihc  delegates  unanimously 
condemned  the  political  and  economic  domination  of  one  people 
by  another  as  immoral  in  itself:  and  the  Council  rejected  the 
idea  that  the  colonial  peoples  and  their  territories  could  be  used 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  greed  of  the  expansionist  States. 

In  a message  to  the  assembly,  regretting  the  absence  of  the 
Soviet  delegates*  due  to  technical  difficulties,  Mikhailov,  general 
secretary  of  the  Young  Communist  League  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
pointed  out  that  the  Munich  agreement  runs  directly  counter  to 
the  peace  declaration  signed  at  Vassar*  U-S.A*,  Iasi  summer*  by 
delegates  from  54  countries.  The  message  further  asserted  that 
the  Vassar  pact  was  assured  of  the  full  support  of  the  youth 
of  the  Soviet  Union,  which  is  proud  that  its  government* 
atone  among  the  governments  of  the  world,  was  prepared  lo 
fulfil  its  obligations  towards  Czechoslovakia. 

The  delegates,  in  the  name  of  18  countries  and  10  inter- 
national organisations  represented  at  the  Council*  sent  a message 
of  congratulation  and  support  to  the  Pan-American  Conference, 
then  being  held  at  Lima.  They  expressed  the  conviction  that 
the  Pan-American  Conference  and  the  World  Youth  Congress 
arc  based  on  the  same  principles,  and  fhat  both  arc  determined 
to  work  for  peace  and  for  moral  and  material  co-operation 
between  the  nations  of  the  world. 

Second  Anniversary  of  the  United 
Socialist  Youth  of  Belgium 

By  Pierre  Besson 

IT  was  at  Christmas,  1936*  that  the  National  Congress  for  the 
■*  Unification  of  Belgian  Socialist  and  Communist  Youth 
Federations  was  held  in  Brussels*  From  ihc  platform  of  this 
magnificent  Congress*  Raymond  Gnyot  declared  in  the  name 
of  ihc  Young  Communist  International  ; 

**  We*  who  arc  conscious  of  the  fascist  menace*  and 
who  know  that  only  unity  of  the  youth  movement  can  bring 
victory*  give  our  deep  and  unreserved  approval  W your 
unity  and  lo  all  the  steps  which  you  have  taken  fa  oidtr 
to  achieve  this  unity.  We  support  you  imreservedly*  and 
] would  say,  too,  that  we  congratulate  you  on  having  struct 
the  path  of  unity  or  working  class  youth*" 

Unity  of  the  Socialist  Youth  and  the  Young  Communists 
was  achieved  in  Belgium  after  the  Rexist  drive  in  the  ettctjooj 
and  the  great  strike  of  June,  I936i  as  a result  of  which  the  movts 
ment  developed  intense  activity  against  the  fwfet  men*5L[52 
and  the  National  Flemish  Federation)*  This  activity  WM  dirociflo 


[ ■Km  rany.  un  tnc  conirary.  wc  wish  our  ciders  10  There  arc 

jollou  our  example,  so  [hat  lo-morrow  there  will  be  one  only  united  or 
party-  <>  united  socialist  party  of  (he  working  class  which 
wil I include  both  Socialists  and  Communists.'* 

I niortunatcly,  I he  national  leadership  of  the  Belgian 
[.v»m:r  Party  did  everything  in  its  power  to  break  down  the 
extensive  collaboration  already  existing  between  the  organ!* 

Lilians  of  the  two  working  class  panics.  In  spite  of  all  Iheir 
ell ort s.  however,  they  did  not  succeed  in  dividing  ihc  youth 
•txo\ c merit,  thanks  io  its  will  to  unity.  What  they  did  succeed 
m doing  was.  in  October.  1937,  to  impose  upon  the  united 
vvidiM  Yomh  a new  statute,  known  as  a protocol,  valid  for 
u-nr. 

This  protocol  declared,  in  substance*  that  "membership  of 
the  Socialist  Youth  is  incompatible  with  membership  of  any 
parly  other  than  the  Belgian  Labour  Party"  and  that  the  leader- 
.hip  of  the  movement  " must  be  entrusted  exclusively  to  Young 

$ocfo  lists/’ 

1 his  was  nothing  more  nor  less  than  an  attack  upon  the 
'iiberty  of  members  of  the  youth  movement  to  belong  to  the 
party  of  iheir  choice*  whether  Socialist  or  Communist,  a right 
which  hud  been  recognised  by  the  Unity  Congress. 

The  Labour  Party  leadership,  counting  on  the  youth 


the  unity  of  the  younger  generation 
the  victory  of  Republican  Spain,  < 

To  achieve  its  aim.  the  Socia™ 
symbol  of  unity*  by  developing  its  movetr 
of  fraternity,  a fraternity  of  all  its  mem 
theoretical  distinction. 

Progressive  Tendencies  in 
Students’  Circles 

i nc  l-jlhjui  ranjr  iciiociMup.  counting  on  me  youth  move- 
ment** refusal  to  apply  this  measure,  which  had  already  been  By  Andr£  Victor 

rejected  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  hoped  to  kill  the  move-  TN  the  last  few  years  profound  change: 
mem  s united  character*  j.c*  by  ihc  resignation  of  the  Young  'A  the  life  of  our  universities  and  in  il 
Communists*  Differing  from  country'  to  country,  Uks 

On  October  13.  1937*  the  Central  Committee  of  the  Com-  portant  indications  of  a progressive  ten 
munrst  Party  considered  this  decision  and  protested  against  such  movement.  Even  in  the  last  century*  th 
a denial  of  the  Young  Communists  elementary  right  to  belong  bourgeoisie  struggling  against  feudalism, 

ro  iheir  party.  In  a resolution*  the  Central  Committee  declared : role:  in  1830,  in  1S48,  in  Paris,  Prague 

11  It  is  only  by  defending  their  unity  that  the  young  our  own  lime  there  are  manifold  rea 

Communists  and  Socialists  can  defend  the  youth  against  ra dicat isa lion  of  students  as  a mass.  To  : 

fascist  demagogy  and  Trotskyist  disruption,  and  so  conduct  the  most  important:  the  economic  siui 

a successful  struggle  against  the  war- mongers,  and  achieve  the  prospect  of  unemployment  or  fuisoiipj 

the  demands  of  youth,  intellectuals;  fascism  and  the  threat  il  cor 

••  Our  Party  subordinates  all  other  considerations  to  thought  and  conscience  and  to  all  those 
ihc  interests  of  unity  in  the  fight  against  fascism.  which  students  are  closely  attached  by  if 

" In  making  this  aim  its  guiding  line  and  in  con-  ■**  consequences  for  a generation  which  If 

demning  the  decision  of  the  Belgian  Labour  Party,  the  a stratum  peculiarly  susceptible  to  disturi 

Central  Committee  calls  on  all  Communists  in  the  United  whole,  students  id  general  translate  the  *sj 

Socialist  Youth  movement  to  adopt  the  only  attitude  com-  hesitations  of  the  middle  classes^ thc^pc* 

patible  with  the  maintenance  of  their  united  organisation,  aCc 

and  to  make  a supreme  sacrifice  in  the  cause  of  unity  by  . One  of  the  Conns  t«cai  by  Uus  pn^ 
renouncing  their  membership  of  the  Communist  Party”  “ ***  chan»c  m “®  c 

This  appeal  was  answered.  The  unity  of  the  Socialist  organisauons-  ..  ..  rUvrlotwd 

V„,h  movement  «.  kept  to««.  |X  % SStSS. 

The  protocol  and  its  application  by  the  movement  robbed  hick  to  the  “guilds"  of  the  Middle  Ages, 
the  movement  of  some  of  the  best  of  its  tried  leadership  and  that  io  most  university  centres  to-day 
created  a category  of  “ second-class ,f  members*  immensely  to  takes  the  form  of  the  guild  More*  in  » 
ihc  disadvantage  of  the  movement  as  a whole.  Instead  of  being  become  the  official  form  of  organisatio 
the  cause  of  new  vigour,  the  protocol  was  one  of  ihc  main  university  and  public  authorities  and  ton 
obstacles  to  the  movement's  development  A second  congress  representation  to  the  authorities  In  pro 
of  the  Belgian  Labour  Party,  without  discussing  this  problem  meat  is  open  to  all  students  without  anj 
(entirely  preoccupied  as  it  was  with  the  question  of  Spaak'fc  it  takes  the  form  of  a national  union  olg 
w,*h  to  recognise  the  Burgos  government)  adopted  the  Basel  the  general  student  associations  of  the jot 
report.  This  socialist  national  leadership,  which  is  the  fiercest  essential  role  of  the  PjjM*  Is  todetod 
enemy  of  unity  among  the  youth,  declared  in  the  report : develop  their  leisure- 

“ The  Socialist  Youth  Movement  may  receive  into  if>  growing  in  the  godCTL 
groups  and  committees  a member  coming  from  another  m the  guOdt  Forme^.  tne  gtnK»  wct 
party,  provided  that  he  has  been  affiliated  to  the  Labour  with i organism*  » 

Party  for  at  least  one  year,  has  broken  all  connection  wuh  of  the  student  movement,  and  mK,er 


* but  is,  CJ!Prcst,  attitude  towards  any  social 
tHlt  fiow  ^ UUiation  has  changed. 

Mw/ondf  Union  of  Students  in  Great 
by  % P0*"0*  radically i ion  of  the  British 
as  3 whole,  the  National  Union  of  Students, 
years  ago  was  directed  by  Conservative  element*, 
congresses  discussed  the  following  questions: 

of  Graduaics;  Health  of 
in  connection  with  the 


and  that  " the  prophetic  mission  of  this  generation  of  Christie 
youth  is  to  obtain  and  to  assure  a more  just  social  order  b 
which  all  men  will  have  the  economic  possibility  of  ml 
fraternity"  This  sociat  order  must  “give  everyooe,  wtthou 
distinction  of  race,  the  opportunity  to  take  part  in  and  share  aO 
aspects  of  life/1  The  movement  has,  on  several  occarioft*  taken 
a very  strong  stand  against  metal  persecution**  Whbe  mam. 
nising  that  profound  differences  exist  between  Christian*  and 
Communists,  the  Christian  student  movement  had  declared  iK*t 
collaboration  between  Ihc  two  organisations  it  possible  on  cer- 
tain concrete  questions.  While  profound  difference*  exist  with 
regard  to  the  question  of  collective  security,  there  is  agreement 
between  them  in  regard  to  aid  for  the  victim*  or  war.  The 
meeting  of  the  Council*  which  was  held  recently,  declared: 
strongest  condemnation  of  the  aggressor,  together  with  the 
realisation  of  the  need  to  fulfil  our  own  moral  duty,  is  necessary 
if  world  peace  is  to  be  preserved/* 

Among  the  most  advanced  sections  of  the  Christian  Student 
Movement " we  find  condemnation  of  capitalism,  fascism* 
aggression,  and  the  possibility  of  coming  to  an  understanding 
with  the  Communists.  * 

Next  summer  there  will  be  held  in  Amsterdam  an  Inter- 
national Congress  of  Young  Christians,  which  will  decide  00  aH 
those  problems* 

As  regards  the  Catholic  Students  Movement,  the  situation 
has  not  developed  very  much.  The  important  forces  of  tint 
movement  arc  for  the  most  pan  in  Europe,  although  fascism 
delivered  it  serious  blow*  in  Germany,  Austria,  and  even 
threatens  iis  positions  in  Italy,  Thai  which  is  emerging  from  the 
development  of  the  Catholic  Students  Movement  of  the  last  few 
years  can  be  summed  up  as,  firstly,  a greater  social  responsibility 
of  the  young  intellectuals,  and  secondly,  a sharp  opposition  to 
totalitarianism*  Unfortunately  attempts  are  being  made  in  Catholic 
student  circles  to  put  fascism  and  Communism  on  the  same 
plane  and  to  orientate  the  Catholics  in  the  direction  of  a third 
path.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  at  the  International  Congress  of 
the  Catholic  Students  held  in  1938,  where  for  the  first  time  the 
Catholic  students  of  Germany  and  Austria  were  not  present,  the 
main  theme  of  the  discussions  was  the  danger  of  Communism  at 
the  universities.  One  must  recognise  that  up  to  now  very  little 
has  been  done  among  university  student*  in  order  to  explain 
to  the  Coolies  the  real  position  of  Communism  a*  regard*  the 
defence  of  individual,  personal  freedom,  freedom  of  conscience, 
the  question  of  Spain,  etc. 

However,  if  we  take  the  example  of  France,  where  the 
Federation  of  Catholic  men  and  women  students  numbers  20,000 
members,  we  can  record  a number  of  facts  indicating  a desire  to 
resist  the  Hiller  menace*  The  French  Federation  of  Catholic 
Students  published  a statement  against  the  Anschluss  of  Austria. 
Recently,  after  Munich,  a message  of  the  Association  of  French 
Catholic  Youth  declared  it  to  be  the  mission  of  France  to  “ safe- 
guard throughout  the  world  the  liberty,  dignity,  justice,  loyalty 
which  impart  to  human  life  its  meaning  and  greatness/*  The 
most  important  problem  is  that  of  the  possibility  and  necessity 
of  collaboration  with  the  Communists  in  face  of  the  danger* 
threatening  France*  Although  there  are  not  yet  very  many  cases 
of  this  collaboration,  it  should  be  emphasised  that  this  problem 
of  the  “outstretched  hand"  is  being  seriously  discussed  in 
French  Catholic  student  circle*  and  th3t  the  fin*  Conference  of 
the  Catholic  Students  at  Purls  was  devoted  to  this  soki^cL 

Here  we  have  only  briefly  indicated  some  aspect* -,16f  jta 
development  of  progressive  tendencies  among  tlic  two  tfithbonal 
movements  of  students,  ihc  guild  and  confessional  mpwxfcnls, 
a development  which  has  greatly  changed  , the  .spirit  jareyalliDg 
in  the  universities  during  the  last  few  years.  In 
tion  should  be  made  of  the  great  awakening 
colonial  and  semi -colonial  countries:  in  Indj^ 

Arab  countries.  Latin  America, 

It  is  necessary  to  emphasise  the  important 
tion*  of  the  Communist  student*  are  pUying  in  tbk^gjjggB 
movement  by  establishing  unity  with  the  SodaliM^<ig™^  * *' 
national  and  international  scale,  :&ndi  by  *g< 

the  small  discussion  group*  into  reaj  maM-orpuwfJ^™ 


Britain,  Influer 
student  rr 
which  a few  < _ 
at  its  three  lost 
ncmploymcnt  hhU  misemploy r 
&£"*••  Jhc  .Role  of  the  Univi 
N«ds  of  Society.  The  last  Con 
H*  general  resolution 

. The  university's  mission  is  to  enlighten  the  students 
ana  to  m flue  nee  its  members  in  such  zi  way  that  they  arc 
capable  of  fulfilling  ;i  triple  mission  in  the  modern  world : 
ior  the  maintenance  of  peace;  for  the  maintenance  and 
development  of  human  liberty;  and  for  a more  equitable 
distribution  of  wealth.  We  arc  convinced  that  thew 
national  and  international  problems  can  be  resolved  in 
great  measure  by  ihc  extension  of  free  education,  based  on 
democratic  principles.  Student*  must  recognise  that  the 
present  economic  and  political  situation  militates  against 
sucb  an  extension,  and  that  it  is  necessary  to  develop  con- 
stant activity  and  vigilance  if  we  arc  to  prevent  the  reduc- 
tion of  existing  educational  facilities  and  the  abandonment  ol 
democratic  principles/" 

The  practical  application  of  such  a decision  is  still  far  from 
being  realised.  On  the  other  hand,  the  activities  of  the  N.U.S. 
include  a series  of  very  important  progressive  steps:  participa- 
Uon  in  the  youth  peace  movement;  collaboration  in  the  Student 
Forum , chief  student  organ  in  Britain,  which  has  a circulation 
of  35,000,  and  is  edited  in  a progressive  spirit;  participation  in 
the  campaign  on  behalf  of  the  children  in  Spain,  which  has 
brought  in.  in  two  months,  about  £3,000;  participation  in  the 
campaign  for  Austrian  and  Czechoslovak  refugees;  protest  action 
against  the  anti -Semitic  persecutions  in  Germany;  the  publica- 
tion of  a progressive  paper.  New  U ni  verst  ty,  etc.  - * . Given  the 
important  role  played  by  Great  Britain  in  the  International 
Student  Confederation  (an  international  guild  organisation),  the 
evolution  now  taking  place  on  a national  scale  cannot  fail  to 
have  international  repercussions. 

A similar  tendency  can  be  observed  in  the  guild  movement 
of  other  countries,  particularly  in  Belgium,  Norway,  and  the 
United  States.  It  was  due  to  ihc  Tact  that  such  a development 
had  already  made  itself  fell  in  Spain  that  in  July,  1936,  the  great 
majority  of  Spanish  students  and  their  official  organisations  re- 
mained loyal  to  the  Republican  Government, 

In  the  fascist  countries  the  guild  movement  of  the  students 
is  under  the  control  of  the  Slate  machine,  all  other  organisations 
having  been  forbidden.  In  countries  like  Yugoslavia  and  Bul- 
garia, where  the  mass  of  students  and  their  organisations  are 
progressive,  the  authorities  have  used  every  means  in  the  attempt 
to  dissolve  these  organisations,  or  at  least  to  diminish  their 
influence. 

Sign*  of  a similar  development  arc  to  be  found  in  the 
students*  religious  movement,  which  comprises  tens  of  thousands 
of  students  alt  over  the  world.  Among  the  most  important  of 
these  bodies  arc  the  Christians  and  the  Catholics. 

The  Federation  of  Christian  Students  Association  is  divided 
into  two  important  currents*  First,  there  is  a mass  movement, 
such  as  that  in  the  United  States,  England,  India.  China,  etc., 
and  which,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it  include*  an  important  num- 
ber of  students,  gives  a fairly  accurate  picture  of  trend*  among 
the  mass  of  students,  and  which  is  therefore  directed  towards 
closer  contact  with  sociat  realities  and  the  social  responsibilities 
of  young  intellectuals.  Secondly,  there  is  the  " continental " 
movement  represented  by  France,  Switzerland,  and  the  Scandi- 
navian countries,  where  the  Christian  associations  are  of  small 
importance,  being  little  more  than  theological  discussion  circles. 
We  may  lake  as  representative  the  movement  in  the  United 
State*,  which  ha*  aboir  me'ub*'*-.  1 hr  r'  , ^udent 

movement  in  the  United  States  ha*  taken  a very  clear  line  on 
the  responsibilities  of  students  in  the  struggle  for  social  justice* 
In  September,  1935.  its  National  Council  declared:  "that  we 
arc  faced  by  a continual  economic  crisis  which  brings  with  it 
misery  and  personal  degradation  for  million*  ol  " *11  aw  men/1 


they  are  to  bring  about  in  a number  of  in 
a result  of  which  they  are  coming  to  the  6 
of  student  life.  vdi 


n arid  Youth 

Under  the  Mass  Basis  of  Fascism 


many  young  men  to  jojn  m this 
volunteer*  wi 

work  in  Abyssinia 
i<e*,  lo  Spjin — or 
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(hove  who 


^ the  (quite 

we™  wWquenUy  betongedS  k*°W'  *■» 

were  sent  to  Spain  by  military  order^  “ 

Inc  altitude  of  important  (fnt«  rtr  ■• 
the  Anschluss  of  Austria  by  Germany  and toward* 
crisis  has  shown  how  precariously  tinafe^f th^h£kC'f<^V*k,in 
regime  among  the  youth.  ' tf*  ™»  of  the  /Mott 

™ere  wJrc.rna'J>'  open  demonstrations  bv  the  *™k 
the  policy  of  the  Rome-Berlin  *Sl  ***mn 

troops  were  occupying  Austria.  pWtaI,y  wfea<  *e  Narr 

**  X-  ^ndary  school  pupils  demonstrated  their  did*,  , 
the  Government  s foreign  policy  by  going  for 

days  wearing  a red  lie.  and  by  encouragm.^J^  £Lir*!S 
progressive  of  their  teachers  to  corn™,  r . h09**  *“d 

Anuhluu,  k.  lo  condemn  lialv*  vmviI.ec  lo  ici!.  1^°*  *** 
In : .he  «mn«  dis.net  yonn/L™“, 
barracks*  shouting  ‘ Down  with  HUlcr^^d  ?- ™ 

njnio  Ming,.-  Ho,  ^nKn,,,™.^ 


Tremor 

By  J.  Fcrri 

Dt  RlNCi  its  sixteen  years  of  tyranny  over  the  Italian  people 
■ sm  h.ts  shown  itself  consistently  concerned  with  bringing 
,v  ^ounper  generation  under  the  sway  of  its  ideas,  lo  control 
>■,  means  of  totality  nan  systems  of  organisation,  and  so  to 

j^c  > mass  basis  in  Italian  youth* 

' j < ;h.^c  sixteen  years,  a whole  generation  has  been  *’  acclima- 
r >CJ  h>  fascism*'"  I or  this  generation*  which  grew  up  completely 
oUt  i};  touch  with  great  social  struggles,  isolated  from  the  youih 
rnoumcnt  of  oilier  countries,  it  was  not  easy  to  escape  from  the 
continual  supervision  of  the  hierarchies  nor  lo  revolt  against 
jo  + n.i  jfid  find  their  own  methods  ol  struggle* 

Nevertheless*  the  masses  of  Italian  youth,  confronted  with 
hms^ue  changes  of  fascist  policy,  have  shown  certain  symptoms 
^]i  ch  cause  the  authorities  serious  concern, 

Ihc  fact  iv  lhai  it  is  not  only  fascist  propaganda  which 
jnlTacncev  their  outlook.  They  are  influenced  also  by  the  realities 
of  ever} day  life*  harsh  realities  which  have  never  been  in  tune 
wi:h  the  loaders"  resounding  speeches*  The  contradiction  between 
fawivt  demagogy  and  a life  of  poverty*  wretchedness  and  despair, 
which  is  the  lot  of  Italian  youth*  is  the  cause  of  that  " lack  of 
jt^iplinc  ” which  finds  expression  from  time  to  time  even  within 
:hc  nuvv  organisations  of  the  regime.  It  must  be  emphasised 
ih.tj  as  yet  this  contradiction  docs  not*  for  the  most  part,  lead  the 
youth  into  open  struggle  against  the  regime:  but  it  is  driving 
them  into  struggle,  which  is  promising. 

The  fascists  declare  that  they  want  "social  justice  *\  they 
declare  that  the  lime  has  come  lo  "reduce  disparities”  and  to 
- found  the  era  of  labour*”  Convinced  by  these  declarations*  the 
south  lake*  part  in  trade  union  meetings  to  demand  protection 
the  despotism  of  the  employing  class  and  to  obtain  an 
impri^cmenl  in  their  wretched  standard  of  life. 

At  a meeting  of  The  metal  workers'  union,  200  apprentices* 
with  striking  energy  and  unity,  presented  a series  of  economic 
demands  and  forced  the  fascist  union  official  to  intervene  with 
the  industrialists  in  order  to  obtain  these  demands.  These  young 
workers  were  not  rebels  against  whom  the  union  leadership  could 
call  for  police  intervention  and  possibly,  afterwards,  for  the 
special  tribunal:  they  were  young  fascists  who  were  using  the 
very  means  offered  to  them  by  ihc  demagogy  of  the  regime,  in 
order  to  defend  their  legitimate  interests.  Episodes  of  this  kind 
have  taken  place  in  many  parts  of  Italy,  especially  in  the  industrial 
ccnircs. 

13m  it  sometimes  happens  also  that  the  youth  are  not  content 
with  ihc  legal  opportunities  offered  them  by  the  fascist  union* 

Whta  legal  protest  action  has  shown  itself  ineffective  against  the 
employers,  they  do  not  hesitate  to  insist  on  the  right  lo  strike, 
as  she  mly  effective  weapon  against  capitalist  domination*  This 
right  has  been  upheld  at  several  fascist  trade  union  meetings* 
wi:h  ^uch  energy  that  the  union  leaders  have  been  unable  to  resist 
the  pressure  and  have  resorted  to  threats  in  the  Press  against  all 
those  who  wish  to  “ return  to  the  methods  of  the  class  war/*  At 
the  order  of  S fa race*  general  secretary  of  l he  fascist  party  and 
head  of  all  youth  organisations,  the  youth  Press  has  been  com- 
pelled to  intervene  against  these  “excesses/'  declaring  that  the 
fascist  youih  has  no  need  of  methods  of  struggle,  which  might 
"diuurb  the  life  of  the  nation/* 

The  struggles  developed  by  the  apprentices  inside  their  union 
organisations,  by  provoking  threats  and  repression  from  the 

Government,  have  to  a certain  extent  favoured  the  transition  of  m 0f  a doubtful  nature 
import in(  strata  of  voung  workers  over  to  opposition.  A series  express  their  sympathy" 
of  very  grave  measures  has  been  taken  against  a number  of  young 
avafuistiardlsti  ” who  were  degraded  because  they  were  held  to 
he  the  leaders  of  anti-fascist  demonstrations.  Some  of  them  have 
been  arrested  a*d  brought  before  the  special  court* 

The  fascist  regime  cannot  claim  to  have  succeeded  in  Ihc 
total ii aria n education  of  youth  in  the  social  sphere.  Nor  can  it 
claim  to  be  satisfied  with  the  results  of  all  its  efforts  to  make 
youth  war-minded.  ^ 

It  was  not  idcoloec^l  arguments  in  favour  of  the  “anti* 

Lorrmuinixt  crusade  “atrinst  Repub!rcan  Spain  which  induced 


iconic  me  students  prevented  Virginio  Gayda.  the  offcU  LT 

■lC1,fcl-j ta  Iai?  f<?rei*n  Policy-*  from  giving  a series  of  W« 
intended  to  justify  Mussolini's  volte-face  on  the 

sriA  c^fronjed/,,i™.wi*h  "* 

written  in  the  Gtornah  dftalta,  and  which  only  a f ew  d*vi 
earlier  had  proclaimed  the  necessity  of  Austrian  independent 
In  several  towns  anti-Nazi  demonstrations  have  been 
organised  by  ihe  youth*  On  the  occasion  of  Hitler  s vim  to  kih 
the  Government  and  the  0,V.R*A.  proved  how  seriously  the?  are 
worried  by  the  youth,  by  excluding  the  Rome  University  fascia 
group  from  the  official  demonstrations. 

Finally*  at  the  height  of  the  Czechoslovak  tan  crisis,  while 
Mussolini  was  trying  to  galvanise  public  opinion  into  suppor* 
for  his  war-mongering,  the  youth  were  in  the  forefront  of  all 
the  demonstrations  in  which  the  Italian  people  shouted  - Long 


Live  Peace!" 

This  shows  that  the  political  manoeuvres  of  fascism  do  not 
only  estrange  the  youth,  but  often  arouse  in  them  resistance,  more 
or  less  considerable,  to  the  official  attitude  of  the  Government 
and  the  fascist  party.  This  is  comprehensible  when  one  remem- 
bers that  youth,  even  youth  educated  by  fascism,  is  never  so  far 
corrupted  as  to  accept  and  comply  with  all  the  ignoble  devices 
to  which  Mussolini  has  resort  in  order  to  main  tain  ihc  domination 
of  (he  big  capitalists  over  the  Italian  people.  Another  proof  of 
this  statement  is  provided  by  the  attitude  of  the  youth  toward* 
the  bestial  anti-Semitic  campaign  conducted  in  the  Italian  Ptas 
during  the  last  few  months*  at  Hitler's  orders.  Right  from  the 
beginning  of  this  campaign,  the  youth  showed  their  profound 
disgust  at  the  theory  of  racialism  by  publishing  several  polemic 
articles  in  some  of  the  youth  papers.  When,  con$cqiK^y,  fheir 
Press  was  severely  censored  in  this  respect,  the  youth  responded 
by  showing  the  utmost  indifference  to  the  outbtn^s  of  haired 
made  by  ihe  fascist  leaders  against  the  Jews,  and  did  not  fail 
to  demonstrate  their  solidarity  with  Jews  who  suffered  under  the 
Government's  measures  of  racial  persecution.  Now,  iherefoj^ 
the  Italian  Press,  and  particularly  ihe  youth  Pros*  which  is  ja» 
the  control  of  Staraoe,  is  conducting  a campup  agaum  pro- 


* Period  of  struggles  for  the 


spreading  ihfoufih  f|_» 

J^Ulh  is  opposed  to  conclude  ihat  even  if  Italian 

Chechoslovakia^  ii  iG  tmi^!in’^ome  cx*s  an<*  >ls  results  (Austria, 
*of  fascism,  in  ti-iJJl  1 most  valuable  weapon  in  (be  hands 
^asc,  it  is  unwise  ^ors'Ca  afl^  Tunis,  But  even  in  this 

lion  which  fascism  \S?*C  appearances.  The  chauvinist  agiia- 
true,  bring  out  on  throughout  Italy  recently  may,  it  is 

nien  (who*  it  rmici  itT^eIS  SDmc  *etl*  of  thousands  of  young 

to  do  so  from  ^ forgotten*  receive  an  imperative  order 

of  the  French  ^S^jsation)  and  make  them  shout  outride 
young  men  whn  *f  onc  wc?c  to  Question  those  same 

and  Co«fA  "i°-  3',  Romc  or  Turift.  touted  - We  warn  Tunis 

■aSBressiverv* ' r<^r  lP,s5<"  *,ow  ,uuc^  depth  there  was  to  their 

to  encase  in***rt~?uWOU  ^ ^ntl  w’crc  f“r  from  J imposed 

Abyssinian  r.^,  ^,cr_^3r'  a^lcr  I he  terrible  disillusion  of  the 

have  alM  sBrniSh^  ' ,Thcsc  y°unP  men  shout,  it  is  true,  but  they 
flees  unii«  r'hJn.l lo,  r*-nicnihcr:  the  experience  of  the  sacri- 
the  Ahvetin'  ^ *^e  t:i  ,an  People  bled  and  is  still  bleeding: 

“ war,  an,d  .^c  invasion  of  Spain.  They  hope  that 

n»Lt!  8 d thc,r  demonstrations  will  not  bring  new 
mourning,  new  martyrs  and  still  greater  misers-  to  the  oeoole  of 


youth.  The  result  was  firm  collaboration  with  the  YjCI  - *1 
locality  in  a very  short  time.  m Ih* 

Other  instances,  however,  show  that  not  aU  y„,M  rw 
mumsis  and  Socialists  understand  why  and  how  ibev  Jwi.iJ0®' 
operate  with  the  Catholics.  In  one  district  U,*  Y?L^  £ 
kcvolutionary  Socialist  Youth  of  Austria  S lb.?** _*?* 

under  the  name  of  "United  Socialist  Ywfoo? 
emulation  of  the  United  Socialist  Youth  of  Spain  So  far^ood 

These  young  people  knew  that  there  were  Urge  iruTi 
Young  Catholic  groups  in  the  district,  but  they  did  notJzSz 
themselves  about  them.  The  Young  Catholics  took  the 
live  and  succeeded  in  establishing  contact  with  the  comSEt' 
They  suggested  a discussion  on  joint  work.  The  dKon^vrT-^ 
organised,  but  the  representative  of  the  United  Soc^  Y««fc 
group— a young  man  who  had  just  joined  the  group—  wov«ttS 
lack  of  understanding  of  the  situation  by  calling  upon  the 
Catholics  to  co-operate  by  joining  the  United  Socialist  Youth i 
It  need  not  be  said  that  the  Catholics  refused,  saying  that  ih*~ 

were  prepared  to  join  the  common  struggle  for  denmeraev  hm 
no!  for  Socialism. 

As  time  passed,  the  opponents  of  Hitler  have*  of  court* 
realised  more  and  more  that  only  the  united  struggle  can  lead 
lo  success,  to  victory.  The  Catholics  were  brought  to  fhk 
realisation  very  quickly,  as  in  Austria  the  Nazis  turned  on  (he 
Catholics  at  once  with  an  utterly  alien  brutality*  The  Youit* 
Cal  holies  suffered  most,  for  practically  overnight  they  were 
robbed  of  all  their  organisations,  Youth  Homes,  periodica^  etc 
This  increased  the  indignation  and  haired  of  the  Catholics,  who 
were  aided  by  many  ami-fascists.  ^ 

The  great  demonstration  of  Catholic  youth  took  place  b 
Stephans  Square  in  Vienna.  It  is  3 noteworthy  fad  that  these 
icw  wccks  and  months  give  a very  demonstrations  were  held  at  the  very  hour  when  the  German 
Not  only  is  there  intensified  activity  troops  were  marching  into  (he  Sudeten  areas,  and  the  Nazi  press 
sts— Young  Communists  and  Young  was  jubilant 

d factories*  in  the  labour  service,  in  . The  Young  Catholics  responded  as  one  man  to  the  call  of 
Young  Catholics  arc  showing  their  their  leader  to  attend  the  Young  Catholic  Congress,  although 
on  against  the  Nazi  system,  so  for-  thcX  had  no  organisations* 

people.  Let  us  glance  at  the  report  of  an  eye-witness,  which  gives 

the  beginning  thai  in  Austria  the  an  idea  of  the  struggle  of  the  Young  Catholics  of  Austria  for 
ay  a leading  part.  Nevertheless  it  their  faith: — 
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i-  ii ■■ inscripimni  InnitTcr  to  the  gallows"  and  pvm 
* tb  p wi«r«  ‘'V*  pn»*  hanging  on  gallows.  Or  piaur«  dS 
. , -s’sis  and  itn.s  embracing  one  another  with  the  m^uPI€*' 
' " Priest  and  Jew  come  hand  "hand  P °n: 

As  warmongers  in  our  land." 


nance 


..,r:e.  even  among  the  workers,  who  say  the  " priests  deserve  Til 
thes  pet.  hut  the  experience  gamed  day  by  day  s„ch 

opinions  to  disappear  rapidly.  *ucn 

I lierc  arc  sinking  examples  of  this  in  the  factories  Th- 
worker*  arc  Cl  fled  upon  to  take  pan  in  the  Nazi  demonstration! 
^ninh!  ilw  Catholics.  even  forced  to  do  sop  but  the  fiasco  has 
Ken  general.  In  some  places  the  workers  employed  by  some 
undertaking,  perhaps  400.  would  manage  to  drop  out  on  the 
ua>.  w lhat  6 or  at  most  10  would  arrive  at  the  place  of  mcetine 
A call  to  attend  an  anti-clerical  demonstration  was  issued 
m :s  Gciory  employing  many  women.  Some  of  them  actually 
intended  to  go.  Bui  a young  anti-fascist  got  up  and  said- 
si  Nearly  all  of  you  are  Catholics.  These  demonstrations  arc 
against  the  Roman  Catholic  church,  and  therefore  against  you 
tio  you  want  to  demonstrate  against  yourselves?  Look  here* 

\ am  not  a member  of  any  church,  but  still  I am  not  going 
because  I believe  in  religious  liberty,  and  surely  you  should  loo  ” 
No  one  went  from  this  factory  to  the  anti -Catholic  demonstration. 

Although  the  Nazis  have  succeeded  in  inciting  some  groups  of 
Hiller  Youth  against  Catholic  Youth,  still  even  among  National 
Socialist  south  there  are  forces  which  arc  not  in  the  least  agreed 
with  the  drive.  The  following  took  place  at  a course  of  training 
for  young  National  Socialists — nearly  all  of  whom  worked  ille- 
gall>  in  Schtischnigg's  time. 

The  lecturer  was  speaking  on  “The  Church  and  National 
Socialism."  The  discussion  showed  that  many  were  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  speaker*  The  resolution  finally  passed  stated; — 

J.  That  any  pressure  on  religious  liberty,  as  exercised  by  the 
Storm  Troops  and  Black  Guards,  is  to  be  condemned. 

2,  That  the  Catholic  religion  must  have  full  freedom. 

J.  That  the  struggle  against  the  church  by  National  Social- 
ism in  the  Reich  is  to  be  condemned. 


'rehen  d 


to  the  study  °f 


: me  wrioic  drive  aroused  nothing  but  dkmi si\-j 7* 

.«  <ho  Austrian  people.  No  doubt  «h!Ke  ?,tl  *“ 

*-vrn  amoni!  l ie  workers  xxrhn  *%u  ^ «»  r1111  “me 


KauukyV  work  owin?  aad  *^e  “Ood  in  Gemufi 

iluciiom  to  Capital  uv  h,h?  to-day  recommended  as  intro- 
They  do  not  X*  ',  . dtfim:c,y  w»™  reader*  agaian  Am. 

and  in  frei  cm.  di.IorTSieiJ1  it* 

Srft'Jfi'A1'  *28«VS.SSS 

ideas  of  J5SL  Zl^„  Sr'J,yChTd‘‘‘-  ■ sis 

CO  rrec  tl V ^'d rcsen wl  *?  '““^mental  ideas  of  she 

*;  Y presented.  In  a letter  written  to  Kautsky  just  at  the 

EZiiSj?  ™ WO,k“‘  “ “•  P°p.larisaiion ’.d  Mane 

,K.  “ .Yc*  w'1  cenainiy  avoid  DeviUe’s  errors.  The  chief 

wi.K*  v*  ha  he  prcscnu  Marxist  these*  as  absolute,  which 
with  Marx  are  true  only  under  certain  conditions,  which 
itey;i  c omits  to  mention,  and  therefore  they-  appear  false," 

on  ll!cr,n  d?*«<l  February  5-  ’884.  Seven  months  later, 
on  September  20,  Engels  had  to  point  out  to  Kautsky  that  be 
nao  not  grasped  the  Marxist  theory  of  value.  In  spite  of  the 
occasional  help  of  Engels,  Kautsky's  popularisation  is  not  better 
than  Dcvillc  a In  a certain  respect  it  is  even  wone.  He  often 
quotes  Marx  immediately  following  his  own  vidgarisitSora, 
thereby  causing  complete  confusion.  Victor  Adler , the  well 
known  and  brilliant  leader  of  the  Austrian  Social  Democracy 
before  the  war,  used  to  say,  be  knew  one  good  explanation  of 
Kautsky's  book— the  first  volume  of  Capital , 


It  should  he  remembered  that  these  were  young  Nazis* 

The  Nazi  campaign  for  the  withdrawal  of  school  children 
from  religious  instruction,  too,  finds  the  Catholics  and  Com  mu- 
ms! s in  one  front.  Both  the  Young  Catholics  and  the  Young 
Communists  of  Austria  have  appealed  to  the  parents  to  continue 
sending  the  children  to  religious  instruction* 

A letter  from  a Vienna  Catholic,  published  in  the  Deutsche 
*fV,e  (Catholic  weekly  abroad)  shows  that  in  the  schools  too  there 
!*  considerable  resistance.  In  one  school  in  the  Fifth  District  Ip 
Vienna  only  two  girls  out  of  40  have  been  withdrawn  from  reli- 
gious instruction,  despite  the  enormous  propaganda  and  pressure. 
All  these  examples  encourage  the  Austrian  Young  Commu- 
nists to  continue  on  their  path  of  understanding  with  the  Young 
Catholics.  It  need  not  be  said  that  the  co-operation  between 
Young  Catholics  and  Young  Communists  must  not  involve  any 
abandonment  of  principles,  and  just  as  the  Y*C-L.  cannot  demand 
that  t he  Young  Cat  holies  act  like  Young  Communists,  neither 
can  the  Catholics  demand  the  reverse  from  the  Communists. 

But  there  is  a programme  upon  which  both  can  agree;  this 
can  he  formulated  approximately  as  follows:— 

(a)  Joint  struggle  for  religious  liberty  against  the  suppression 
of  the  Young  Catholic  organisations;  against  all  persecution  of 
human  beings  because  of  their  religious  convictions,  their 
philosophy,  and  therewith  their  views  of  life. 

(b)  Joint  struggle  against  any  worsening  of  the  economic 
position  of  Austrian  youih;  popularisation  of  the  social  pro- 
gramme of  the  former  Catholic  youth  organisation  “Young 
Front"  for  mobilising  youth  for  their  economic  rights. 

(c)  Joint  struggle  against  (he  methods  of  compulsion  and  the 

war  education  in  the  Hitler  Youth  and  the  other  Nazi  youth 
organisations.  _ _ tl 

When  forming  this  common  front  of  the  Young  Catholics 
the  Young  Communists  and  Socialists,  immediate  steps 
should  be  taken  to  win  over  oppositional  Nazi  youth,  so  that  a 
front  of  alt  Austrian  youth  may  be  built  up  for  the  emancipation 
of  our  Austrian  homeland  from  foreign  rule. 


It  is  worth  while  dealing  briefly  with  the  chief  faults  of 
these  well  known  popularisations.  The  exposure  of  these  faults 
will  provide  valuable  sign  posts  to  a correct  understanding  of 
Capita! ♦ 


The  chief  errors  are  of  a dual  kind.  Devi  Ik  and  Kautsky 
became  infatuated  with  the  Marxist  formula:  20  yards  of  linen 
- one  coat,  or  = 10  lbs.  of  tea,  or  » 40  lbs.  of  coffee. 
Commodity  - Money  - Commodity,  C* — M. — C.  eic. 
Metamorphosis  of  Commodities  - Circulation  of  Money,  etc. 
They  regarded  it  as  their  sole  task  to  explain  these 
formula.  They  thereby  fell  into  the  error  which  Marx  *5 
strongly  condemned  in  the  vulgar  economists,  namely,  they 
confined  themselves  to  giving  a plausible  explanation  of,  so  to 
say,  crudest  phenomena*  Just  as  these  vulgar  economists  wrote 
text  books  of  " political  economy  **  for  commercial  high  schools 
and  universities,  in  which  the  most  commonly  observed  pheno- 
mena of  business  life  were  made  understandable  for  the  bour- 
geoisie, so  in  the  same  way  Kautsky  and  Devilk  proceeded 
when  writing  their  books  which  were  destined  for  consumption 
by  the  proletariat-  Marx  had  a great  respect  for  the  classical 
economists  who,  contrary  to  the  vulgar  economists,  dealt  with 
the  active  and  energetic  Ufe  of  men;  boi  already  m im  first 
economic  work,  in  his  Poverty  of  Philosophy,  written  m the 


the  above-mentioned  relations,  but  what  they  do  not 
is  how  these  relations  themselves  are  produced,  flu 
historical  movement  which  gave  them  birth. 

The  precursor  o£  Capital  was  the  i 

Economy,  which  £ 

Lass&llc,  Marx  said  that  here  wJJ* 

realty  scientific  presentation  of  social ™ 
of  Marx's  Critique  of  Potiried^Bco 
Marxist  economies  deals  not  with  things  txtf  wim  mu 


*• 


drinking  water  solely  from  mineral  springs.  On  the  basis  of  the 
so-c;ill(;d  logical  mcihod  of  thinking  I must  declare:  He  whok 
called  Peter  or  Paul  remains  Peter  or  Paul  his  whole  life  £ 
that  correct?  One  would  of  course,  promptly  answer:  Yea! 
Nevertheless,  at  bottom,  this  answer  is  not  correct. 

“ Peter  and  Paul,"  wc  read  in  Dlctzgen’s  Positive  Out- 
come of  Philosophy , "who  remain  the  same  men  their 
whole  lives,  arc  in  reality  changed  people  every  hour  and 
every  day,  and  like  these  two,  so  all  things  in  the  world 
arc  not  constant,  but  quite  variable  quantities.  Mathe- 
matical points,  straight  lines  and  round  circles  are  only 
ideals.  In  actual  fact  every  point  is  extended,  every  straight 
line,  when  seen  through  a magnifying  glass,  is  connected 
with  endless  bends,  and  the  roundest  circles,  as  the  mathe- 
maticians assure  us  consist  in  reality  of  an  endless  number 
of  straight  lines. 

" Dialectics,  in  its  very  first  paragraph,  teaches  bow 
the  same  things  have  the  contradictory  nature  of  being  one 
and  yet  manifold;  how  all  things,  processes  and  happenings 
arc.  without  exception,  not  things  but  resemble  colours  of 
that  silk  which,  although  it  remains  itself  one  of  the  same; 
nevertheless  shimmers  very  diversely  in  Che  most  varied 
shadings." 

As  the  characterisation  of  dialectics  there  is  used,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  the  biblical  words,  the  oft-quoted  words:  Yes, 
no,  no,  yes! 

That  which  to-day  is  yes  (a  ruling  class  in  a society  split 
up  into  classes),  will  to-morrow  be  no  (i.c.,  will  be  overthrown): 
that  which  to-day  is  no  (the  oppressed  class),  will  to-morrow  be 
yes  (i.c.,  will  be  victorious). 

So-called  common  sense  views  all  happenings  as  they 
in  appear  at  the  moment;  it  grasps  only  a certain  side,  and  regards 
this  one-sided  appearance  as  something  permanent.  In  reality, 
alt  happenings  in  nature,  in  society  and  also  in  mental  life, 
exhibit  various  sides  and  arc  in  constant  motion. 

Dialectics  is  the  science  of  the  general  laws  of  this 
motion. 

In  the  preface  to  the  second  edition  of  Capita i Marx  says: 
"The  mystification  which  dialcotic  suffers  in  Hegel’s  hands,  by 
no  means  prevents  him  from  being  the  first  to  present  its  general 
form  of  working  in  a comprehensive  and  conscious  manner/ 
Although  Marx  did  not  simply  take  over  the  Hcgclianr  dialectics 
as  the  dialectical  method  of  Marx  not  only  differs  from  HcgeTi 
but  is  its  direct  opposite,  nevertheless  in  Capital,  on  the  theory 
of  value  and  in  various  passages,  Marx  makes  use  of  Hegeliai 
modes  of  expression.  Wc  can,  therefore,  in  expouuw 
dialectics  in  connection  with  Capital  cite  examples  from  Hege 
and  in  pari  also  use  his  forms  of  expression. 

The  Hegelian  " sacred  formula  " (Weihungsformeiy  is  grai 
by  Marx  in  The  Poverty  of  Philosophy , as  follows:  Affirmation 
negation,  negation  of  the  negation.  Or  expressed  in  othorworo 
— every  dialectical  movement  comprises  three  stages:  Positioi 

— r - - - - f . ^ . opposition  and  composition.  Hegel  himself  gives  an  illuminatm 

Ludwig  Feuerbach  and  the  Outcome  of  cxampjc  illustrating  this  general  summary  in  the  preface  to  a 

Phenomenology  of  Mind.  He  says  here: 

* The  bud  disappears  when  the  blossom  breaks  tnrougi 
might  say  that  the  former  is  refuted  by  the  1*55 


edition  of  Capital i m ,nc  Prc,acc  UIC  1,1 

the  ultimate  aim  of  this  work,  to  lay  bare  the 

economic  law  of  motion  of  modern  society." 

L^cviiic  and  Kautsky,  however,  see  only  the  commodity 
market  and  the  labour  market;  they  see  only  formula  and 
schemes  which  they  painfully  endeavour  to  explain. 

Their  second  chief  fault  lies  in  the  fact  that  they  were 
Completely  blind  as  regards  dialectics,  i.c.,  " the  science  of  the 
general  laws  of  motion, — of  the  exterior  world  and  also  human 
thought/*  (Engels.) 

Formerly  the  two  small  brochures  by  Marx.  Wage  Labour 
and  Capital,  and  Value,  Price  and  Profit . were  usually  recom- 
mended as  a first  introduction  to  Capital . They  must,  in  fact, 
be  thoroughly  assimilated  by  every  student  before  he  proceeds 
to  the  study  of  Capital . But  it  is  equally  important  that  he  be- 
come previously  acquainted  with  some  fundamental  ideas  of 
dialectics,  namely  of  dialectical  materialism,  as  Marxist  dialectics 
is  rightly  called.  For  Capital  is  one  of  the  most  tremendous 
works  of  applied  dialectics.  " If  Marx  left  behind  no  Logic 
(Hegel’s  chief  work),  he  has  nevertheless  left  behind  the  logic 
of  Capital . In  Capital  dialectical  materialism  is  applied  to  a 
discipline  (branch  of  study),  wrote  Lenin,  in  his  article 
"Dialectics  (Logic)  of  Hegel"  (Berne,  191 M. 

The  main  endeavours  of  Devillc  and  Kautsky  were,  liowvcr, 
consciously  directed  to  "purging"  Capital  of  dialectics,  which 
they  considered  to  be  a hindrance  to  an  understanding  of  it. 

Knowledge  of  dialectics  is  precisely  the  key  to  an  under- 
standing of  Capital. 

Dialectical  materialism  is  set  forth  most  _ 

Engels*  Anti-Duehring  and  Nature  and  Dialectics,  as  well  as 
in  Lenin’s  Materialism  and  E m pi ri o-Critic isn: . and  his  Philo- 
sophical Notes.  But  the  study  of  these  works  requires  almost 
as  much  mental  effort  as  the  study  of  Capital.  Wc  cannot 
simply  say  to  him  who  wishes  to  study  Capital : Before  you 
venture  to  study  Marx's  chief  work*  you  must  first  master  these 

scientific  works.  . . 

Fortunately  that  is  not  necessary.  There  arc  already  avail- 
able some  works  which  convey  the  fundamental  concepts  of 
dialectics  in  a relatively  easily  understood  manner.  Thus  wc 
find  in  the  recently  published  History  of  the  Bolshevik  Party 
an  excellent  introduction  to  dialectical  materialism.  But  there 
arc  also  in  the  works  of  Marx  and  Engels  certain  passages 
which  present  no  particular  difficulties  to  the  unschooled  reader 
and  serve  as  an  introduction  to  dialectical  materialism.  ^ Here 
wc  should  mention  first  the  postscript  to  the  second  edition  of 
Capital . Marx  himself  emphasises  that  it  is  an  explanation  of 
his  dialectical  method,  which  was  employed  in  the  presentation 
of  Capital . Engels  gives  us  a relatively  easily  understood  ex- 
position of  the  fundamental  ideas  of  dialectics  in  the  second 
chapter  of  Socialism : Utopian  and  Scientific . and  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  his  work:  Ludwig  Feuerbach  and  the  Outcome  of 

Classical  German  Philosophy . ... 

For  a correct  understanding  of  Capital  a training  in 
dialectics  is  indispensable.  As  wc  wish  to  give  an  introduction 
to  its  study  wc  cannot  but  for  our  part  also  make  at  least  a 
few  brief  remarks  on  dialectics,  namely,  one  of  its  essential 
features , which  plays  a prominent  role  in  the  first  chapter  of 

Capital—* he  identity  of  opposites. 

What  is  called  sound  common  sense  knows  only  Ertner  ur. 

If  I ask  myself,  is  vinegar  sour?  I can  certainly  answer : Yes, 
it  is  sour.  To  be  sour  is  ihc  most  characteristic  property  of 
vinegar.  Or  let  us  put  another  question  to  which  we  expeot  a 
negative  reply.  Is  drinking  water  sour?  1 can  answer  straight 
a wav:  No  it  is  not  sour.  This  way  of  thinking  is  called  in  the 
school  philosophy  logical  thinking,  and  it  is  usually  explained  by 

yea:  Nay  nay,  for  whatsoever  is  more  than  these  comcth  of 

eVI,,in  ordinary  everyday  life  one  can  get  along  with  such 
methods  of  reasoning.  Profoundcr  thinking,  however,  immedi- 

ately  shows  -that  they  are  altogether  inadequate.  y'J’c$ar‘* 
nnlv  acid  when  applied  to  the  tongue;  applied  to  iron  it  has 
V dissolving  effect.  As  regards  drinking  water,  l he  re  are  also 

■»«»  lowlife  »lfe> 


and  wc  i ^ _ . 

in  the  same  way  when  the  fruit  comes, 
be  explained  to  be  a false  form  of  the  pi 
the  fruit  appears  as  its  true  nature  in  pia 


" That  which  constitutes  the 
the  co-cxistencc  of  two  opposing 
* their  merging  into  a new  category. 
Wc  believe  that  with  this  we  have 

the  identity  of  opposites. 


No.  I 
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We  find  in  i he  works  of  Lenin  a number  of  excellent 
formulations  of  the  identity  of  opposites.  Lei  us  Like,  for 
example,  the  following  fiom  his  article  On  the  Question  of 
Dialectics  * 

“ Identity  of  opposites  (or  perhaps  more  correctly  said, 
their  unity!  means  recognition  (discovery)  of  the  contra- 
dicting, mutually  excluding,  opposed  tendencies  in  all 
phenomena  and  processes  of  nature  (including  rrvnd  and 
also  society).  Thu  condition  for  understanding  all  the  world 
processes  in  their  self-movement*  in  their  spontaneous 
development,  in  their  real  life,  is  knowledge  of  them  as 
unity  of  opposites.  Development  is  ‘ conflict  ' of  opposites/1 
p\s  in  everything  that  Lenin  taught,  he  did  not  content  himself 
here  with  simply  repeating  a thought  that  was  originated  by 
others,  but  he  at  the  same  time  enriched  it.  He  speaks  not  only 
of  the  dialectical  movement,  but  of  self-movement,  of 
spontaneous  development.  Lenin  elucidated  this  idea  in  great 
detail.  I:or  those  who  do  not  adopt  the  stand  point  of  dialectical 
materialism,  wrote  Lenin  in  the  same  article: 

"The  self-movement,  its  driving  force,  the  source,  its 
motive  remains  in  obscurity  (or  this  force  is  transferred 
outside—  God,  subject,  etc.).  The  dialectical  materialists 
concentrate  their  attention  on  recognition  of  the  source  of 
this  movement.  That  is  precisely  the  conflict  of  the  mutually 
excluding  opposites.'* 

Thus  the  driving  force  of  the  movement  is  not  some  god 
or  a mystic  power,  but  that  which  is  contained  in  the  things,  in 
the  processes  themselves:  the  clash  of  the  inner  contradictions — 
struggle. 

fn  the  same  article  Lenin  explains  the  differences  in  the 
conception  of  development.  To  the  non-dialect jeian,  develop- 
ment appears  as  diminution  or  increase,  as  repetition.  For  the 
dialectical  materialist  it  is  “development  as  unity  of  opposites 
(splitting  of  the  uniform  into  mutually  excluding  opposites  and 
their  mutual  relations)." 

A grasp  of  the  foregoing  is  of  enormous  importance  for  a 
correct  understanding  of  Capital.  For  where  the  classical 

economists  observed  only  differences,  there  Marx  showed  sharply 
contradicting  opposites;  where  they  saw  differences  existing  along 
side  one  another,  Marx  pointed  to  their  close  connection,  the 
unity  of  opposites. 

The  classical  economists  know  only  one  system  of  produc- 
tion. which  has  existed  from  all  time.  For  them  the  primitive 
fisherman  or  the  primitive  hunter  is  a producer  of  commodities, 
and  each  of  them,  when  he  has  collected  a store  for  the  winter, 
is  a capitalist  also.  In  the  best  ease  they  recognise  only 
differences  of  degree.  Their  conception  of  development  corre- 
snonds  completely  with  the  conception  characterised  by  Lenin  as 
being  that  of  the  non-dialectician.  They  recognise  increases  or 
diminutions,  a more  or  a less,  but  always  only  within  th=  same 
system.  Marx,  on  the  other  hand,  sharply  distinguishes  between 
ihe  various  economic  systems.  He  shows  where  gradual  move- 
ment passes  into  something  new,  into  the  opposite.  Quantity  is 
transformed  into  quality.  ...  „ 

This  brines  us  to  a new  essential  feature  of  dialectics.  But 
this  dialcciicaf  law  plays  a big  role  only  in  the  later  chapters  of 
Capital  (in  the  definition  of  ■ capital  production  of  re^^^ 
value  to  operation,  division  of  labour  and  manufacture, 

machinery  and  big  industry).  Therefore  it  « ?°{ brief 
I,,  to  deal  with  it  here.  Our  chief  aim  here  is  to  give  a brict 

explanaton  of  dialectical  development  that  .stt > *«y « 
identity  of  opposites  which,  of  the  dialectical  essential  icatures, 
o'avs  so  to  speak,  the  main  r6le  in  the  first  chapters  of  Capital. 
The  reader  wSf  find  practical  examples  in  the  second  and  third 
'lrifclcs  where  we  will  show  the  dialectical  contradiction  in  the 

fomJ&ily  f«m.  in  -Ion  form,  to.li.  dnuljM 

ties,  and  finally,  in  the  whole  development  of  capitalist  society. 

* * * , , 


in  his  oreface  to  Marx's  Letters  to  Kugeimann, 

ZSStSi  BS  “S 

profound  elucidation  of  Marxism  and  the  study  of  capital. 

SayS:  «u  is  to  be  hoped  that  everyone  who  begins  to  study 

xiir*  and  to  read  his  Capital  will  read  and  re-read  this 
letter  when  studying  the  first  and  more  difficult  chapters  of 

Capital." 


rhat  ihe  Ic'twT  should  be  read  and  re-read  docs  ooi  u>c*c3t 
mean  that  ii  \s  very  important  but  ulio  that  it  requires  a special 
study.  In  iaci,  it  was  tar  Irom  Marx's  mtemson  to  indhc  ibn 
letter  as  a sort  of  popularisation  of  CapitaL  He  addressed  the 
letter  to  Kuse’.mann.  who  fully  unde:ilood  Capita!  and  was 
hirmeJf  engaged  in  the  fighl  against  the  clique  of  profnsors  who 
attempted  by  al)  means  to  discreojl  the  teachings  ol  Marx,  it 
was  intended  in  the  best  case  as  an  aid  in  ihe  literary  fighL  We 
publish  below  those  parts  of  the  letter  of  Marx  which  are  most 
important  for  us.  In  order  to  facilitate  an  understanding  of  this 
letter  we  will  precede  it  by  the  following  remarks. 

The  untrained  reader  usually  raises  objections  to  Marx's 
law  of  value,  which  objections,  as  Lenin  said,  arc  for  that  reason 
most  persistently  supported  by  ihe  mediocre  representatives  of 
"professorial,"  bourgeois  science.  There  is  a whole  scries  qf 
phenomena  which  apparently  contradict  the  Marxist  theory  of 
value.  But  we  see  ihe  same  thing  in  every  science.  Appear- 
ances are  deceptive.  2*500  years  ago  the  wise  men  of  Babylon  * 
assumed  that  ihe  carlb  had  lour  corners;  up  to  ihe  tune  of/ 
Copernicus  and  long  afterwards  it  was  thought  that  the  sun  re-' 
volved  round  ihe  earth.  In  support  of  this  conception  it  was 
argued  that  it  was  evident  from  plain  common  sense.  As  i? 
known,  science  has  completely  upset  all  these  crude  theories. 
Marx  points  out  in  his  letter  that  it  is  precisely  the  task  of 
economic  science  to  discover  beyond  appearances  the  inner  co** 
flection.  It  is  indeed  no  great  discovery  when  the  vulgar  econo- 
mist proudly  claims  that  in  appearance  things  look  different,  "Tit 
fact,  he  is  boasting  that  he  holds  fast  to  the  appearance,  and 
takes  it  for  she  last  word.  Why,  then,  any  science  at  all  ? " 

The  chief  content  of  the  letter  consists  in  the  refutation  of 
the  objection  to  the  theory  of  value.  In  order  to  make  this  more 
easily  understood  it  is  necessary  to  go  somewhat  farther  afield. 

Marx  distinguishes  two  chief  forms  of  social  production  of 
commodities.  The  first  form  is  the  directly  associated  labour* 
the  conscious  coming  together  in  a working  community  in  order 
to  produce  goods  for  consumption,  which  arc  then  distributed 
among  the  members  of  the  community.  The  socord  form  is  the 
associated  production  of  the  producers  of  commodities,  in  which 
it  is  not  determined  beforehand  what  each  must  produce,  where 
the  products  come  by  way  of  exchange  into  the  possession  of 
the  individual  members  of  society.  For  production  of  com- 
modities is  also  a social  production. 

" In  the  social  production  which  men  carry  on  they 
enter  into  definite  relations  that  are  indispensable  and 
independent  of  their  will;  relations  of  production  . , " 
we  read  in  the  famous  introduction  to  the  " Critique  of  Political 
Economy /* 

At  the  time  when  Marx  wrote  Capita!  there  still 
existed  production  communities  with  directly  associated  labour* 
such  as  the  Communist  communities  in  India  and  the  Servian 
Zadrougas.  In  the  latter  there  were  several  generations  of  one 
and  the  same  family  united,  and  producing  com,  cattle*  yarn* 
linen,  clothing,  etc,*  for  their  own  use;  but  they  also  tanned 
hides,  erected  huts,  etc.  The  conscious  division  of  labour  among 
the  members  of  the  family  is  here  the  starting  poim  for  the 
production  of  goods;  the  labour  performed  provides  the  po» 
bility  and  gives  the  right  to  enjoy  the  products.  _ 

In  commodity  production  there  is  no  division  of  labour 
beforehand.  And  yet  it  must  take  place  here  in  a certain  pro- 
portion; and  in  addition  there  must  be  here  also  a proportion 
between  the  work  performed  and  the  products  which  the 
individual  members  or  society  receive  by  way  of  exchange. 

Right  back  in  early  time  men  had  ideas  on  this  subject,  and 
they  developed  more  or  less  correct  views,  as  Marx  says  in  to 
letter  to  Kugclmann : “the  concept  of  the  value  relation  ta* 
always  been  ihe  same*  whether  more  or  less  clear*  hedged  wu& 

illusions  or  scientifically  precise.” 

Let  us  take  as  an  example  the  following  passage  from 
Albert™  Magnus  (1193-1280).  the  great  moralist  writer  W the 

middle  ages:  „ . . . . . ' • 

••  The  existence  of  the  community  is  based  on  enrage 

in  just  proportions.  A community  can  cnst_«uy  whw  ™ 


requirements  of  the  citizens  are  satisfied.  Tmx  now 
is  impossible  without  an  exchange  of  one  object  for  aac 
art  tiict  nttftllAn  Far  nobodv  cam  satisfy  au  « 


in  just  relation.  For  nobody  can  satisfy 
merits  himself.  If  he  possesses  gratu  he 
dwelling,  a bed;  and  if  be  produces  a thing 
not  possess  complete  skill  to  produce  anott 


thin* 

* 


each  one  ««ds  th 

exchange  that  the  well -be 

The  mason  must 
Foduct  of  his  labour.  «... 
ng  to  just  recompense, 
regarding  labour  and 
exchange  is  r ~ ‘ 

conunuiiliy0 a Jusl|CC  ^c;^ds  to  ihc  dissolution  of  the 

cxP^rtatioti  of  the  inner  connections  was  first 
EwinnH^H  s^jkJa*x:  ■}  revealed  in  CoiwYdi,  where  it  is  ex* 

^ a brief  allusion  to  it  in  the  letter 

^ n <>r^r  to  understand  it  better  one 
should  read  beforehand  the  following  passage  from  Joseph 
Dretzgen  s review  of  Capital  i 

All  economic  relations  are  to  be  understood  only  on 
t condition  that  wet  11 

c ducers'  co-operative 


me  other,  and  it  is  upon  such  an 
-being  of  civil  society  is  based, 

tst  obtain  from  the  shoemaker  the 
and  pay  him  for  it  what  is  due  accord- 
For  only  then  will  agreement 
* prevail.  , . . If,  however*  such 
not  earned  on  in  this  manner,  this  failure  10 


The  vulgar  economist  has  not  the  faintest  idea  that  th* 
actual  everyday  exchange  relation*  need  lm  b?  dSLSj 
identical  with  the  magnitudes  of  value.  The  potadJ 
bourgeois  society  consists  precisely  in  this,  that  a priori  ihar. 
is  no  conscious  social  regulation  of  product  on.  The  reason, 
abic  and  the  necessary  in  nature  asserts  itself  only  iT* 
b mdly  working  average.  And  then  the  vulgar  economist 
thinks  he  has  made  a great  discovery,  when,  u against  the 
disclosures  of  the  rimer  connection,  he  proudly  claims  that 
m appearance  things  took  different.  In  fact,  he  h bowrnu t 
that  he  holds  fast  to  the  appearance,  and  takes  it  forth* 
last  word.  Why,  then*  any  science  at  all? 

“ But  the  matter  has  also  another  background  When 
the  inner  connection  is  grasped,  ah  theoretical  belief  in  the 
permanent  necessity  of  existing  conditions  breaks  down 
before  their  practical  collapse.  Here,  therefore,  it  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  ruling  classes  to  perpetuate  this  unthinking 
confusion.  And  for  what  oiher  purpose  are  the  sycophantic 
babblers  paid,  who  have  no  other  scientific  trump  to  play* 
save  that  in  political  economy  one  should  not  think  at  alt 

" But,  satis  supraque  (enough  and  more  than  enough). 
In  any  ease  il  shows  what  these  priests  of  the  bourgeoisie 
have  come  to,  when  workers  and  even  manufacturers  and 
merchants  understand  my  book  and  find  their  way  about  in 
it,  while  these  1 scribes  XO  complain  that  I make  excessive 
demands  on  their  understanding. 

Yours  K,  Mr 

Apropos,  ] have  received  an  article  from  Dtetzgen  about 
my  book;  1 am  sending  it  to  Ucbknccht  * 

One  can  understand  very  welt  why  Lenin  recommended 
lhai  this  letter  should  be  read  and  re- read  It  contains  in  a 
condensed  form,  in  about  SO  lines,  the  greatest  ideas:  a char- 
acterisation of  the  methods  of  science,  a summary  of  the  essential 
points  of  the  theory  of  value,  a stncUy  materialistic  substantia- 
tion of  scientific  cognition,  and  finally,  a thorough  settlement  of 
accounts  with  the  professorial  spokesmen  of  the  bourgeoisie,  who 
seek  to  conceal  the  theoretical  bankruptcy  of  capitalism  with 
a declaration  of  bankruptcy  of  their  own  science.  For  our 
immediate  purposes  we  must  note  the  following:  Whatever  form 
social  production  assumes,  whether  it  constitutes  an  immediate 
socialised  production  or  a commodity  production  where  the 
division  of  labour  takes  place  without  having  been  previously 
determined,  it  is  always  necessary  that  the  division  of  labour  shall 
assume  definite  proportions.  The  definite  form  of  product] on 
changes  only  the  form  this  division  of  labour  assumes.  The 
proportional  part  of  social  labour  which  is  used  m the  various 
products,  appears  in  commodity  production  as  exchange  value. 

We  shall  see  this  elaborated  in  Capital, 

Let  us  briefly  sum  up  what  we  have  already  said : 

Capital  is  not  a text  book  on  the  phenomena  and  coopepis 
which  we  meet  in  business  Life*  not  a so-called  book  on  national 
economy,  but  a work  in  which  the  law  of  movement  of  capitalist 
productive  relations,  or  the  economic  structure  of  capitalist 
society  is  revealed,  in  which  this  tremendous  hmoncal  pmc^ 
is  shown  in  its  rise,  development  and  decline.  Before  wejjro- 
cccd  to  the  study  of  Capital  it  is  neeesary  to  ^_uirc^<^5£l 
preliminary  knowledge.  We  have ^enumerated labow  thowifc* 
suitable  for  this  Durpose.  One  should  take  particular  note  of 


see  in  bourgeois  society  a kind  of  pro* 
' Because  this  society  is  only  a historic 
£ cal  growth  and  not  consciously  constituted,  purpose  docs 
/ not  prevail  in  it  but  blind  necessity.  What  is  to  be  pro- 
duced,  how  much  and  in  what  manner,  is  left  io  the 
arbitrary  will  of  the  individual,  which  is  indirectly  regulated 
& by  society  through  the  medium  of  the  movement  of  the 
2 market.  The  producer  has  the  freedom  to  do  what  he 
■A-  likes,  that  is  to  say,  society  does  not  prescribe  to  him  but 
teaches  afterwards  by  means  of  rewards  and  kicks." 

After  all  ihist  the  letter  of  Marx  to  Kugclmann  will  no 
Longer  present -any  difficulties.  It  reads: 

14  As  for  the  Zeturalblatt,  the  man  is  making  the 
greatest  possible  concession  in  admitting  that,  if  one  means 
anything  at  all  by  value,  the  conclusions  1 draw  must  be 
accepted.  The  unfortunate  fellow  does  not  see  that,  even 
if  there  were  no  chapter  on  * value  * in  my  book,  the  analysis 
of  the  real  relationships  which  1 give  would  contain  the 
proof  and  demonstration  of  the  real  value  relation.  The 
nonsense  about  the  necessity  of  proving  the  concept  ^ of 
value  arises  from  complete  ignorance  both  of  the  subject 
vdealt  with  and  of  the  method  of  science.  Every  child  knows 
that  a country  which  ceases  to  work,  I will  not  say  for  a 
' year/  but  for  a few  weeks,  would  die.  Every  child  knows, 
too,  that' the  mass  of  products  corresponding  to  the  different 
needs  require  different  and  quantitatively  determined  masses 
of  the  total  labour  of  society,  That  this  necessity  of  dis- 
tributing social  labour  in  definite  proportions  cannot  be 
done  away  with  by  the  particular  form  of  social  production, 
but  can  only  change  the  form  it  assumes,  is  self-evident. 
No  natural  laws  eon  be  done  away  with.  What  can  change, 
in  changing  historical  circumstances,  is  the  form  in  which 
these  laws  operate.  And  the  form  in  which  ibis  proportional 
division  of  labour  operates  in  a state  or  society  where  the 
interconnection  of  social  labour  is  manifested  in  the  private 
exchange  of  the  individual  products  of  labour,  is  precisely 
the  exchange  value  of  these  products. 

lt  The  science  consists  precisely  in  working  out  how  the 
law  of  value  operates.  So  that  if  one  wanted  at  the  very 
beginning  to  'explain  1 all  the  phenomena  which  apparently 
contradict  that  law,  one  would  have  to  give  the  science 
before  the  science.  It  is  precisely  Ricardo's  mistake  that 
in  his  first  chapter  on  value  he  lakes  as  given  all  possible 
categories,  which  have  still  to  be  developed,  in  order  to  prove 
their  conformity  with  the  law  of  value. 

**  On  the  other  hand,  as  you  correctly  assumed,  Me 
history  of  the  theory  certainly  shows  that  the  concept  of  the 
value  relation  has  always  been  the  samet  whether  more  or 
less  dear,  hedged  with  illusions  or  scientifically  precise. 


not  prevail  in  it  but  blind  r;:_; 
duced,  how  much  and  in  what 
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